RUSSIAN REVOLUTIONARIES

Lecture 1. A Russian Jury Acquits Vera Zasulich

1.The Crime

 - January 24, 1878 

- Vera shoots at the General

- she was a university auditor and met a student named sergei. 

- she was asked to mail letter for him but had no ideas what was inside the letters. 

- after that she became a target of the police

- she was arrested and kept in prison for 2 years without charges

- she was released after 2 years and then sent back, then to exile, and sent her from town to town. Every town she went to the police harassed her. 

2.The Trial and Verdict


- Never denied the shooting


- March 31 1878 she was found not guilty. 


- said she shot at him because of something that happened in July 1877, the General ordered a child to be whipped for not taking of his hat. Illegal because you couldn’t punish someone with violence. 

-the defense lawyer was extremely competent and out manoeuvred the generals lawyer, and ended up turning the case towards the general

- defence council compared zasulich to someone who had been raped and turned the focus back on tropov.

- When she was found not guilty there was a lot of mixed emotions between the people. 

- She was then swept away by her friends and people and then fled to Switzerland.

- She then went on to become a terrorist.

3.The Immediate Consequences


- wanted Koni to guarantee that Zasulich was guilty. 


- Koni (the judge) was asked to resign by the ministry of justice, and was never forgiven. 


- All political cases after this were tried in private after this, it was the last public case. 


- Zasulich’s actions set off a killing spree throughout Russia. 


- In the summer of 1878 there was a group created called “The Peoples Will” 


- 28 executive committee, ten of which were women. 


- 3 or 4 thousand people willing to put of flyers and stuff.


- the peoples will went after Tsar Alexander II. They thought it would bring the government to its knees. Inhereited his position from his father. 


- Tsar reformed the school system and many other systems. Though he didn’t make any constitutional change, so that he was still in complete control. 


- took up the revolution in the name of the people.


.

Background

- she was a university auditor and met a student named sergei. 

- she was asked to mail letter for him but had no ideas what was inside the letters. 

- after that she became a target of the police

- she was arrested and kept in prison for 2 years without charges

- she was released after 2 years and then sent back, then to exile, and sent her from town to town. Every town she went to the police harassed her. 


- she read about the case of the student who was sentenced to get whipped by the general. 

4. The Denoument

· Many different attempts made at killing Tsar

· The fourth attempt they actually put a bomb in his palace, though he was out when it went off.

· Fifth attempt – they threw a bomb at his carriage

· Tsar got out and went to talk to the man who threw the bomb, when another revolutionary threw a bomb at him. Finally killing him. 
•The End of Open Trials in Russia

•The Campaign to Murder the Tsar

Sergei Nechaev, General F. Trepov, Alexander Bogoliubov

Stepniak-Kravchinskii, A Death for a Death

Tsar Alexander II,  serfdom, Nihilists 

Lecture 2. The Making of the Revolutionary Underground

1.The Revolutionary Myth

The People’ will began making trips to honour those who had fought for their cause. 

Seized power in the name of the working class. 

There was a plot to kill Alexander Ulianov 

After 1917 the story of their lives could finally be told publically. 

Little Grandmother of the revolution (1844 – 19340 


- active in the revolution throughout her life. 

2.Becoming Revolutionary

•Social Origins

- from upper society in russia

•Family

•Gender

•Education

· higher courses for women, 1872

· started out as a two year program, but eventually got 600 students

•The Radical Counter-Culture

•Prison and Exile

•Going “Illegal” 

Andrei Zhelyabov,  Ivan Turgenev, Fathers and Sons

Sofia Perovskaya, N. Chernyshevsky’s What is to be Done?

Bolsheviks, Nikolai Kibalchich

Lenin,  Blank or fictitious marriage 

Intelligentsia

Higher Courses for Women

Ilya Repin, Student-Nihilist.

Lecture 3. Blowback: The Anti-Jewish Pogroms, 1881-2.
1.The Radical Faith in the “People”


- Peasants made up 75 – 80% of the people. No rights. No protection under the law. 


- Built the political program around the peasants. “They believed in the common people” 


-  Village assembly, used to decide disputes. 

The “Going to the People” Movement, 1874. 1881—


- Teens decided to leave school and live in the countryside and get to know “the people”. 


- Wasn’t an organized movement. 


- Most of the radical were from privileged backgrounds. 


- Vera Zasulich participated in the movement as well. 

- Prince Peter Kropotkin was a famous anarchist, also went to visit the people. 


- Most peasants had their own ideas about what they wanted the future to be like. 


- when Alexander II was assassinated, disorder broke out in the countryside. 

2. Interpreting & Misinterpreting the Pogroms 


- a group of angry drunk men began attacking stores and houses in the jewish part of town. 


- they destroyed a synagogue and began beating up jewish people.


- incidents lie this continued for a year and 4 months. 


- saw the progroms as the first spark of the revolution. 

- A jewish radical went to the progrom and found out that they were just out to attack the jewish people. 


- instigators were normally local shopkeepers 

- high rate of outsiders coming in, coming from the north for work


- spring of 1881 there was no work anywhere. 


- fuelled by rumours that the jews killed Alexander the 2nd. 


- Remaining discrimination against the jewish population had to be eliminated, said tsar Alexander the 3rd. 


- Alexander the 3rd was autocratic, he had all the decision making power. Spent a few years trying to restore order again. 


- Alexander the 3rds solution was more restrictions.

3. The Aftershocks 
- The Temporary Laws, May 1882 
- The Crisis of Populism


- Jews were expelled from major cities. 
- The Jewish Exodus.


- Left the jews with few options. 


- gave them the option of joining the revolutionary movement. 

Populism, .capitalism

pogrom = large-scale, targeted, anti-Jewish rioting 

The Pale of Settlement

Leo Pinsker, “Autoemancipation”

Zionism 

Lecture 4. Vera Zasulich and the Russian Revolution

1.The Russian Government Reacts to Terror

2.The Three Pillars of the Police State

.Politics as a Criminal Offence

.“Prevention” as Law

.The Police as Independent Power

3.“Us” Against “Them”

4.The Strange Journey of Vera Zasulich

Okhrana (Department of State Police)

The Gulag, The Kara Mines

George Plekhanov, Marxists

.Lenin, Bolsheviks

