Architecture and Rituals
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· Theme of walking and movement
· Discussion of architecture in India
· Cave temples of India and the dome of Iraq
· Pillars were holders of text
· Were literally structures that you read
Bhaja
· Stupa deep within the building
· Horseshoe shaped halls
· Substructure with a great wooden frame
· Walking into a great domestic building
· People were able to walk through the side spaces
· Columns slant inward > create a compression that makes you move around the space
· Cave architecture
· Space of veneration through movement
· Chartya hall
· Donor couples were commemorated within the space
· Mark out Buddhist monastic complexes
Elephanta caves at Mumbai (Kailasa temple)
· Center of the space is a large hall of columns made out of the living rock
· There are small stupas deep within the small spaces
· Dedicated to Shiva
· Rock cut temple at Ellora
· Believed to be built by Shiva
· Full standing temple built out of the living rock
· Reductive architecture
· Rock is from a hillside that goes all the way down
· Construction process was difficult
· Process of ‘revealing’ the building
· Gopura-triumphal gate
· Going into a pavilion beyond
· Entrance into a temple
· More temples are cut out within
· About harnessing life forces of Shiva and the natural world into architecture
· Space within (with the stupa) was referred to as the womb
Mecca
· Islam> literate and cosmopolitan culture
· Decidedly urban culture > people lived in cities and city centers
· Infrastructure was important
· Mohammed embraced pilgrimage as one of the central beliefs
· The popularity spread into the Byzantine territory
· Became a force that was disrupting to the Christians
· Search for a new kind of building type
· First mosque- house of the prophet
· Non hierarchical space with no directionality
· Very flexible space
· Any place could essentially serve as a mosque
· No cultive relics
· No hierarchy of clergy
· Sense of evenness in the religion
· No need for complicated spaces
Dome of the Rock, Jerusalem
· Understood as the center of the world
· Associated with Christian pilgrimage
· Space was transformed after being conquered
· City was sacked repeatedly
· Walled city with four major gates
· Laid out in a grid of straight streets
· Empty area became a space for a second Jewish temple
· First temple> very simple out of extraordinary materials
· Building became luscious in its materials
· Second temple> great expansion on first
· Typical yellow outcrop
· Created an underground room with a hole that was drilled into the rock
· Area came to acquire special significance as the original site for Muslim religion
· Built a great sanctuary
· Created a new center that was the most holy site
· Presence of Abraham was believed to exist within the structure
· This marked out the building as a place in time
· Simple, yet complex plan
· Interior central plan > pier, columns, pier
· Piers do not line up
· Has a double ambulatory
· All columns were spolia, thus they were all different
Purpose
· Not a space for prayer as it was continuous
· Before the practice of walking around the Kaba
· Interior structure allows the viewer to see all the way through the building
· Viewer becomes aware that there is a central space
· Does not allow us to move in rather causes us to slow down
· Goes hand in hand with the meaning of the city of Jerusalem
· Discussion of the end of time and the beginning of eternal life
· Not about this time but time yet to come
· About the heavenly world that is in the future
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