
Evil is a malleable concept that is viewed in many forms. The need for power can be viewed not only as an addiction, but as a form of evil as well, especially when it takes the place of reason and a sense of being humane. Many question why Nazi’s decided to follow Hitler, to commit heinous crimes against innocent people and if they ever understood the extent of their actions. If Peter Sichrovsky’s book is anything to go by, it is evident they lacked the empathic feeling required to understand the extent of one’s actions. In his book Born Guilty: Children of Nazi Families, Sichrovsky conducted 14 interviews with the children and grandchildren of the Nazi’s in order to understand what their lives were like after the war was over, and to an extent, if their parents or grandparents had ever changed. Most did not. A majority of the Nazi parents maintained Nazi mannerisms and beliefs outside of World War II in their ways of parenthood, illustrated by their continued lack of remorse or guilt for their actions, dictatorship households, and maintained distaste for non-Aryan groups.
	In a time where there were hundreds of movements around protesting freedom and rights, the parents of these children managed to maintain their learned distaste for anyone that was considered the “other” in World War II (i.e. Jews, Communists etc.).  Stefan’s dad often commented on how he was proud of what he had done during the war, how he made prisoners tremble in fear in his presence. According to Stefan, “he despised everybody- Jews, Gypsies, homosexuals, Communists- and he still does, except he’s too much of a coward to say it out loud.” (Sichrovsky, 139) What is strikingly odd, is how easily manipulated the parents of these children were in the Nazi regime. Most of the children talk about their disappointment in their parents for so willingly offering themselves to the Third Reich, or for not walking away when things became inhumane beyond compare. Some even claim that they only joined because they had nowhere else to go. So why did the hatred for the “others” still continue long after they had been defeated? One may assume that it was simply unwillingness to change, or that their belief was so deeply rooted, that the cause of it was no longer visible. What is more obvious, is that while hating those that did not fit the Aryan ideal might have been a learned response in order to make their circumstances and “othering” easier during the war, when they were defeated it was easier to blame and hate those that had defeated them rather then admit that they had made mistakes. The hatred remained with most of the Nazi parents until the day they died, some tried to pass it on to their children, others simply stayed quiet, understanding that this was not a society that would take their opinions lightly. 
Most former Nazis retained their Nazi characteristics well into their parenthood and often displayed violent behavior towards their own children. They ran a dictatorship in their household that was all about control and what seemed to be a lack of love for their children. Sibyelle’s parents beat her and her brothers on a daily basis, making her feel as if she was living in a fascist household. She states, “I’ll tell you why I call it fascist. Whatever self-respect we might have had was beaten out of us. They broke our will. Self-confidence and joy of life were trampled on in our family.” (Sichrovsky, 89)
For some of the children, it became a fact of life that their grandparents or parents had been, and still were, part of the Third Reich. They had to come to terms with the fact that the dictatorship of Hitler had ended in Germany and continued in their own homes. This could have been an attempt on the part of their parents, to continue trying to create the perfect Aryan nation, one that resembled the Hitler youth in terms of obedience and being the perfect child. At the same time, it also could have been an attempt at continuing to do what they did best, attack those they felt were beneath them, which turned out to be their children. Sibyelle mentioned a memory she had of when her father forced her brother to memorize a poem. Every time her brother made a mistake, her father would beat him so badly that her family thought he was going to kill him. Her brother did not have to remember the poem for anything in particular, it was purely for his father’s amusement, similar to when guards in the concentration camps would make the inmates perform various stunts for their own amusement simply because they could. 
	Though some Nazi’s physically abused their children, and others harnessed a hatred that had no true reasoning, what was common with all of the parents and grandparents in the book, was that none had any remorse for what they did. No guilt, no shame, no admittance to having made a mistake joining the Reich, nothing. All of the parents made a point of keeping their pasts secret from their children, but as their children grew older and more curious, the parents became more aggressive or turned it around on their children to make them feel guilty for even asking. Throughout most of Anna’s childhood her parents had lied to her about who her father had been and what he had done, even while he was in the process of going to trials. When she tried asking him what he had done, her parents turned the whole situation around and became aggressive and even offended that she would ask such a thing. Anna recalls, “I asked the crucial question, whether it was true that Father had worked as a guard in a death camp. At that both of them broke down, cried, and whined, and always the same phrases, ‘That’s what you get…one’s own daughter…after everything we’ve gone through…” etc., etc. Neither yes nor no. No ‘I’ll try to explain it to you.’ No guilt. No sorrow. No responsibility.” (Sichrovsky, 24) Realistically speaking, out of everyone who came out of the war alive, it should have been the Nazi’s feeling the most remorse. However, if they allowed themselves to feel any sort of guilt or regret towards their actions during the war, that would be an indication that they had spent a better part of their lives (some up to 12 years or more) earning a ticket to the lowest rung of hell (if you believe in such things). Despite everything, there has to be a small sliver of empathy embedded into even the most evil of man. It just depends on how willing an individual is to tap into that empathy and relieve themselves of all the excuses they used to make themselves feel better. The only act of empathy, noted by Rudolf in the book, was when his father became intoxicated and cried over a time where they had to shoot children in the head one by one because the soldiers had aimed too high in order to aim at the adults, he even stated that he was glad it was all over. He never had an episode like that again. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	People are not born evil. It can also be argued that they cannot stay evil because there are both good and bad sides to every individual. What Peter Sichrovsky wanted to show readers, is that while it is hard to change, and even harder to admit your wrong doings to others, the children of these Nazi’s had a right to know what their parents had done in order for history to never repeat itself. It was up to the Nazi’s who committed these crimes to tell their children what they had done so that they would know never to repeat their mistakes. The parents of these children had the chance to change, to allow themselves to understand their mistakes and truly move on. Instead they chose to be ignorant, to lie and subject their children to lives ridden with guilt, hatred and pain. Sichrovsky’s brilliant book allowed the reader to analyze the “other” side of the spectrum, all the while forcing them to ask themselves, “How could this happen?” However, it is not a matter of asking oneself how the holocaust happened. It is a matter of asking why it happened, and how one can become observant and determine what we can change within our societies to make sure something like this never happens again. 
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