[bookmark: _WNSectionTitle_3][bookmark: _WNTabType_2]Culture and Ideology Continued 	2014-09-15 6:53 PM
[bookmark: _GoBack]                                   Foundational Thinkers

- academic disciplines usually have key thinkers who have shaped the subject area
Mathew Arnold
F.R. Leavis
Richard Hoggart
Raymond Williams
E.R. Thompson
Stuart Hall
· 
Mathew Arnold:

-one of the first to study contem. Popular culture
-introduced the culture and civilization paradigm
-defined culture as “the best that has been thought and said in the world” and as something that “makes reason and the will of God prevail”
-culture is the study of perfection
-culture has a moral imperative
educational context – you can teach your students to be good/moral by teaching the right cultural morals 
-culture should strive to “minister to the diseased spirit of our time” 
the lower classes in this cause were diseased spirits because they were consuming the wrong types of culture
-culture is = i.e. what it should be used for
the ability to know what is best
what is best
the mental and spiritual application of what is best
the pursuit of what is best
-his point was you could use culture in a political sense to control the lower class and civilize them 
-equates anarchy with the elements of popular culture that he does not approve of (usually working class cultures i.e. lower class)
-fear is that the working class they’ll take over and over power the elite class -> lead to a revolution 
-today there are still elements of this notion that culture is their to make us better people -> reinforced my institutions like education systems 
push us towards one culture over the other
-control people by taking over their culture – controlling their language, imposing a culture over them 
-Arnold’s disdain for the working class related to fears of social uprising
-Arnold was concerned over the uneducated having too much influence on “real” culture
-The working class needed to be “cultured” and educated so that they could take on a more sophisticated view of the world
-Without such culturing anarchy would result 
-he was advocating the political system to establish educational institutes, art, etc. to culture people 
-the key development here is the role of the state in guiding cultural development via institutions such as the education system
today most countries have national museums etc. 
when you travel you usually check out the local or famous museum to check out what that local culture has to offer
- education is seen here as the road to culture and the key to civilizing the unruly masses
notion that left to themselves the “commoners” will up rise 
we need to be told what we like and what to like otherwise we are lost
-implying superiority – trying to save the lower class from themselves
does his concern have legitimacy? Is he genuine? 
Was their bad things going on in the streets at this time by this lower class?
-Arnold wanted the state or government to influence through institutions – i.e. museums – engaging in culture, cultivating practices, museums bring together the best, or the best of, or even the forgotten
-education as a unifying force, force for culture, and is something that we still have in society today 
-“important” culture is still maintained today – i.e. tiff – promoting certain types of culture for varies reasons 
what Arnold was getting at we can still see today

F.R. Leavis:

-writing during the 30’s – during the time of Fascism
-still anxiety/fear regarding certain cultural forms
in Germany they classified different artistic forms as degenerate – i.e. Jazz music
-felt culture was quite fragile, it needed to be nurtured 
-was worried that mass culture threatened anarchy 
- he also believed education could be used as a force to combat the appeal of mass culture 
-hated advertisement – advertisement used pop. Psychological methods, lured people into fake lifestyles
during this time Hollywood seemed to be an unstoppable rising force challenging culture 
-had an idealized vision of the past 
notion that mass culture threatens authentic living and life
came from local traditions, came from a place of traditions and customs
and industrialization was threatening this – workers wouldn’t have a connection anymore to his or her crafts 
transition from feudalism to industrial revolution
-role of the state to put people back in touch with their authentic past 
celebration of British songs and traditions 
educational systems

Richard Hoggart:

- had a negative view of popular culture and mass media 
- writing during the times of emerging rock and roll and Hollywood, consuming for pleasure, having a good time, the war had ended
a lot of countries had a lot of growth after the war
lots of change
with the devastation of the war came a chance to regrowth and change things
- idea that all this popular culture was another threat to real culture
- addiction to consumption was seen as a program 

Raymond Williams:

-his ideas are still relevant today 
-what does culture tell us about that time? What ideas were prevalent at this time?
-his view is similar to how we study culture today
-still a fear of other culture
-he believes that some critical components is necessary 
-his approach is much more historical then moralistic**
-Williams represents a break from the ideas that were previously critiqued
culture shouldn’t be placed on any hiegharcical scale 
-always selection going on in society in what is important or not 
he believed the role of a cultural theorist is to question why is this important and why is something not? 
Culture theorist has a political role to it too – inclusion, exclusion
-looked at all forms of culture – high culture, sub culture, political culture etc.

Stuart Hall:

-talking about his early ideas in this lecture
-wanted to present an alternative approach to evaluating popular culture
-cultural texts were never equal in value always different in value, so it makes little sense to compare them to each other
ex. Simpson vs. Shakespeare
its better to look at Simpson and compare them to other cartoon comedies than rather contrast it to an intuitional higher form that is Shakespeare
evaluate popular culture on their own terms
-argued that popular culture can achieve what series art can achieve and influence people in the same way 
-you could dismiss it as meaningless pop. Culture or you could appreciate and recognize it and its important impacts 
-within popular culture there are works that achieve some of the same goals as “serious art” 
-his point is that pop culture is not all trashy and meaningless – some aspects are important 
-pointed out the importance of interactions between cultural texts within pop. Culture
cultural context within music 
you cant just critique a specific song you have to look into the surrounding music 
-said there is authentic moments within popular culture 
music is a good example of this
music culture is associated with youth culture 
youth experience and life experience inspires songs which can become popular in mass society – these songs do come from real authentic experiences 
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Culture and Ideology

- modified versions of culture are critiqued for varies reasons – High vs. Low Culture
inauthentic  
manipulative 
unsatisfying 

Frankfurt School 

- role and function of ideologies in culture
- always ideology at play behind any art form – individually or as a whole – everything functions to support the overall values of society as a whole 


danger of mass produced art is that there is never any challenge against the main ideologies 
- only takes into account a one sided view of pop. Culture 
- always an agency involved always an element of choice – choice can change the element of things, its not just always an illusion 
- “meaning only takes place at the level of production and not consumption” 
later on we see this is not true but that cultural meaning of something i.e. films, is decided by how it is dealt with and viewed in culture
extra layers of meaning can grow off of the audience and what the audience events after viewing the art

Creative Consumption

- is this assumption going a little to much to the left? 
- within the cultural industry its only purpose is to make money and reproduce this cycle – consume any way you want as much as you want – counter part to this is creative consumption - sometimes we do it creatively that doesn’t just produce this cycle of production
- John Fiske – not arguing that their isn’t always an ideology behind it 
we are all active producers of meaning 
- ad busters – show danger of mass culture – manipulate it to bring a totally new message 
- Marxism – help understand the production and reproduction of culture and the way material life is organized as a whole 
making sure your society is structured to work along with our means of production
the way our lives are structured and organized is a result of economic structure we’re living under 
culture is always political – always underlining ideologies to play 
not just for entertainment sake 

Ideology 

- Marxist - any society ideologies are those of the ruling class 
- reinforced by the economic and culture structure 
- Louis Althusser: 
are identity is the result of ideology 
its through ideology that we come to know our selves and our identity is due to ideological construction 
ideology lies behind what are the real conditions of our lives -> inescapable 
ideology is transmitted to us through an apparatuses (ISA) 
emphasis on family – family is a unit that the other ideology apparatuses rely on 
instrumental in shaping who we are and who we think we are

Hegemony

- difference from ideology – ideology presents a deliberate message or deliberate view – hegemony ideals that appear to be universal (daily rules of conduct or behavior), all the little things we do, consumerism, what appears universal or normal. 
- powerful tool for maintaining the status quo 
- use hegemony to make certain practices seem very natural and normal 
- ex. Marriage, monogamy, waiting in line 
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Walter Benjamin

- He particularly focused on art works to make his point in his essay
- frames the function that art had in more traditional societies – the role of art 
- Aura: objects had this specialness and magic to it giving it authority and uniqueness
rituals would be created by it – the objects use
- he is seemed as the classic renaissance man – individual knowledge state, embodies all those things that are apart of the renaissance spirit
- famous art from an artist has a particular aura to it
their was only one Mona Lisa before media – people would travel to visit the painting and this kept the aura alive 
you maybe experience an aura today when you travel to someplace and actually see an artwork 
- Benjamin says that in the modern age the aura gets lost, the uniqueness and special quality gets distorted  
aura is threatened and distinctions between the authentic and copy begin to break down 
to what extent is the authentic threatened by all the copies out their? Is it status diminished?
Maybe its good enough to see the copy to get an understanding 
Threatens the status of the original 
- mass production threatens this aura of original art work – but not necessarily negative
has made art more available to majority of the public – we all cant fly to paris and see the mona lisa but we can go online and see it or by a copy
Increased artistic participation – increases the capacity for participation reception and appreciation even if its posters, postcards, or recordings 
Recordings allow people to appreciate famous works of music anywhere
Democratic participatory rather then the authoritarian and repressive potential of contemporary pop. Culture
Allowing the wider population to participate 
Inspirational to digital culture – distinction between copy and original doesn’t matter anymore theirs no difference 
- Benjamin keen observer of popular culture 
- was writing at a time where Europe was transitioning to modern culture

Althusserianism

- ideological state apparatus
- he develops more of a complex and varied understanding of ideology not simply in context of it being an elite high class idea
- understand ideology in social formations 
- while the economy is ultimately determined, we cant use the economic reason to understand everything in society 
theirs also political and ideological
this is what he means by structure in dominance - in a given culture a certain context might dominate over another one
the dominance might change 
understand how culture and society work

First definition of ideology:

-real conditions of existence = your environment, what we as human beings have to deal with on material basis, these have no meaning until we start giving it a meaning and giving it structure and articulating the world around us
- human beings come up with systems of representations, we start to make sense of our real conditions of existence 
prehistoric times – people figuring out how fire works, sit around it to get warm, and gradually over time they figure out the proper way to sit around it (not sit to close or you get burnt, or too close to the smoke etc.)
we develop more structures and codes – developing social customs
human beings giving meaning and represent the world to each other 
ideology then comes out of this – modes of representing the world and try to explain it 
- the way ideology works is that it explains the world in a way to us in a way that is often constricted 
ex. Capitalist ideology based on the idea that we should accumulate wealth – will result in a particular view of the world and particular type of social structure
adopt the capitalist way of life – but this is not true for everyone that if you follow capitalist ideology you will become successful
- ideology frames this as an ideal structure
- ideology system must be in place for society to go along with it ect. Nazi Germany
- concept of the problematic: behind any texts there are layers of meanings and assumptions that are in place 
assumptions that we have about the way life works in society
assumptions around gender roles, economics, responsibility etc. 
pick out assumptions and ideas about how the text was made
- sometimes you can tell a lot about the text about what is not being said
- always assumptions even if they are implied assumptions and your job is to figure out what those assumptions might be
- symptomatic reading: reveals the problematic of a text
underlining meaning – underlining ideology
text that is not being represented in the actual text
actual text and the latent text 
we can have a focused analysis of something even within its particular context 
- if you start to look past the context, look at what isn’t being said, you can start to see ideas or implications of ideologies 

Second Definition of Ideology

- ideology is a lived material practice (ISAs)
- ex. Police calling out your name in the street – by virtue of a police calling you, he has now made you a subject of power, you are not a subject to that because of that act of hailing
- your position in society is result of being “hailed” as such – we are constantly being “named” all the time (you’re a mother, father, daughter, Jew, Muslim, etc.)
- the way the state function is a key aspect of this definition
- by being made a citizen of the state, that affects me in a material way – I need to follow the laws etc, and if I don’t the state can punish me and put me in jail etc.
- advertisement is a good example – ads are focused messages and a lot of thought and social engineering goes into that ad trying to convey a specific message in a particular way
propaganda – engage in material practice aka. Physically doing something not just thinking

Hegemony

- hegemony and ideology is not just simply power imposed from above, there is always negotiations going on between the dominant and subordinate groups
sometimes these negotiations can lead to revolutions and such
- depending on the political system resistance to ideologies is done at varying degrees 
always limits to resistance – in our culture you can speak up online, in media etc. more then in other countries because maybe it doesn’t affect it that much 
- always negotiating in pop. Culture coming form the top and the bottom 

 Post-Marxism

- essentially critiques are taking the fundamental ideas of Marxism and transforming them in relation to more relevant ideas 
- Marxism is an ongoing intellectual tradition – it is not outdated it still has relevance 
- in our society discourse (linguistic and nonlinguistic codes and structures we give to reality so we can relate to one another) is central
soccer – even if you don’t play you know the basics i.e. you kick the ball into the net 
a soccer ball becomes a football only in certain contexts, in others it could be a decoration, ritualistic object etc. 
- objects become meaningful only within discourse – construction of codes 
- what are some of the ways an object can be coded?
Cars being codes around the discourse of freedom, affluence, responsibilities, being green/eco-friendly
- articulation – what is being represented in Bob Marleys music?
Not pro capitalist 
Form of politics that is not in conjunction with the status que
Paradox – something that came out as anti capitalistic now is a mass produced material item – Bob Marley bobble head  
- music as articulation – hearing a song and thinking of something you associate it with i.e. the time it came out, where you were when you heard the song etc.
- 
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