SOC103H1 
Starting Points: A Sociological Journey  
Chapter 1: Introducing Sociology
- Three important figures: Karl Marx, Emile Durkheim, and Max Weber
- Present day sociology: how we know what we know (Max Weber) 
- Sociology: the systematic study of social behavior, or the study of society 
- Society: the largest-scale human group, whose members interact with one another, share a common geographic territory, and share common institutions 
- sociology is not about finding fault 
- sociologists use study and research to seek scientifically sound explanations (avoid using psychological and psychiatric theories) 
- unequal distribution of social rewards 
	- most sociologists think what people get in life is result of circumstances beyond control 	
	(unequal opportunities) 
- central goal: replace faulty common-sense reasoning with scientific explanation 
- Macrosociology: the study of social institutions (ie, Roman Catholic Church or marriage) and large social groups (ie, ethnic minorities or college students) 
- Microsociology: study of the processes and patterns of personal interaction that take place among people within groups 
- Two macroanalytical approaches: functional theory and critical theory 
- Major microanalytical approach: symbolic interactionism (feminist theory and postmodern theory are important additions of these major forms) 
- Functional Theory: views society as a set of interconnected parts that work together to preserve the overall stability and efficiency of the whole
- Robert Merton states in Social Theory and Social Structure (1957) that social institutions perform both manifest (intended and recognized) and latent (unintended and hidden) functions 
- Emile Durkheim introduced anomie, or ‘normlessness’, to reflect condition typical in  times of rapid social change
- From functionalist point of view, best solution to social problems is to strengthen social         norms and slow pace of social change 
- Critical Theory: arises out of basic division between society’s ‘haves’ and the ‘have-nots’ (always about unequal distribution of power, domination of one group by another) 
- theory originates in works of Karl Marx, who attributes social problems of modern age to capitalism, an exploitive economic system 
- two groups emerge in capitalism: bourgeoisie (elite owners of means of production) and proletariat (working class) 
- Marxist solution: abolish the bourgeoisie (abolish class differences and private ownership of the means of production) 
- Max Weber later shifts focus away from classes to a more inclusive focus on contending status groups 
- Symbolic Interactionism: focuses on small-group interactions (the shared meanings, definitions and interpretations of interacting people) 
- Labelling theory: any given social problem is viewed as such b/c an influential group of people defines it so 
- Herbert Blumer (1971) proposes that social problems develop in stages that include social recognition, social legitimating, mobilization for action, and the development and implementation of an official plan 
- Feminist Theories 
- domination of women is not a result of biological determinism but result of socio-economic and ideological factors (Weber called this closure and usurpation) 
- gendering of experiences: gendered influences on social life 
- problem of victimization 
- intersectionality: the interaction of gender with other victimizing social characteristics (ie, class and race) to produce combinations of disadvantages 
	- combines macro and microsociological perspectives  

- Postmodern Theories: goal is to unmask ideologies that protect dominant social order 
- Modernism: science can help discover ‘the truth’ about reality & there is only one truth (Postmodernism denies this) 
- Postmodernism argues that rationality is unclear and knowledge is situation-specific (highlights value of local or particular insights)
	- hinges on denial of objectivity and rejection of claims based on purported objectivity 
	- reality is fragmentary; disjointed conflicting accounts of reality 
- example of postmodern research: Michael Foucault’s analysis of prisons and              imprisonment (Discipline and Punish (1975): uncovers domination afforded by ‘technologies of power’ 
- three primary techniques of control (Foucault): hierarchical observation, normalizing judgment, and continual examination 
- Suicide (Durkheim’s work) is based on ‘the sociological method’, involving systematic analysis of suicide statistics 
- showed that social patterns are visible, meaning that are factors outside the individual that influence his or her personal decision to commit suicide
- three main types of suicides: egoistic (usually when ppl fall out of social groups or when groups’ bonds are weakened), altruistic (motivated by sense of societal duty), and anomic (from an absence of social regulation and norms; ie, after a sudden social shock) 
-Durkheim’s conclusion: rates of suicide correlate inversely with a person’s degree of integration 
- Modern Functionalism: emerged out of Durkheim’s work; society has a set of interconnected elements that operate together to maintain the overall stability and efficiency of the society 
- Functions of Deviance and Conformity: sociologists look for answers to deviance outside the person 
- Functionalists follow ‘social control theory’ (normal people have deviant impulses; question is why not act on these impulses…, b/c ‘stake in conformity’) or ‘rational choice theory’ (concerned with reasons that normal ppl might purposely set out to commit criminal acts…, b/c ppl compete for desired social & economic resources and value goals of society: success, wealth, power etc) 

- Functions of Conflict: conflict strengthens social cohesion, co-operation, and unity among those who share same point of view by dramatizing the difference between opposing groups 
- The Division of Labor in Society (1893, Durkheim) argues that societies develop new forms of cohesion based on mutual interdependency 
- Critical Theory: conflict is not a destructive force in society, but draws attention to social problems and brings ppl together in efforts to solve them 
- also focuses attention away from shared values and toward manipulative ideologies (beliefs that guide ppl’s interpretations of and reactions to external events)
- dominant ideology: ideology of the dominant social class, which justifies that class’s power and wealth 
- Conflicts over Power and Authority: central to Weber’s critical theory is phenomenon of compliance 
	- often times compliance is gained through exercise of authority or ‘legitimate power’ 
	- three main sources of authority: traditional, rational-legal, and charismatic 
- capitalist class is set on social closure (Weber) — forming a ‘power elite’ and seizing wealth through exploitative labour practices  
- Vertical Mosaic (John Porter): examines inequalities faced by different ethnic groups in Canadian labour market 
	- Canadian society is a class-based society: vertical social hierarchy of wealth and power  
- economic power in hands of small elite group (charter groups) by monopolizing higher education opportunities; thus Porter calls for transformation of educational system 
- also calls for cultural assimilation
- Modern Critical Theories: critical theorists state that conflict develops between any groups with differing or opposing goals





- Stigma (1963, Erving Goffman):
- examined ppl who are stigmatized — condemned, ostracized etc
- considered how stigmatization affects social interactions and sense of self 
- states that ppl want to be seen as ‘normal’, meaning may need to hide stigmatizing features by passing (effort to hide discreditable facts about one’s identity) and covering (deflecting attention from stigma so interaction proceeds smoothly; usually done by those already discredited by a visible stigma) 
- Symbolic Interactionism: sees society as a product of face-to-face interaction between ppl using symbols; Erving Goffman is a key figure 
- studies how social structures arise out of processes by which ppl interpret and respond to each other
- basic elements of model by Herbert Blumer: 1) human beings act toward things on basis of meanings that things have for them; 2) these meanings arise out of social interaction; and 3) social action results from a fitting together of individual lines of action 
- a forerunner of this approach, Georg Simmel, studied effects of urbanization on ppl’s lives in cities 
- ‘definition of the situation’: shared understanding of norms and meanings that govern a social situation that guide the course of interaction and regulates relationships (typically emerge out of interpersonal negotiations) 
- Social Constructionism: goal is to examine how people interact to create a shared social reality (this approach grows out of interactionism)  
- Berger and Luckmann (1966) claim that all knowledge is created, preserved, and spread by social interaction  
- human beings react to the shared meanings of objects and events, not the objects and events themselves
- Positivism (Anthony Giddens): the scientific study of social life conducted in hope of discovering and sating general principles that apply across a wide variety of times, places, and settings 
	- polar opposite of postmodernism, which rejects notion of finding ‘general narratives’ 


Chapter 2: Material Settings 
- two macroanalytical approaches in population and environmental analysis: functional and critical theories 
- Functionalism: 
- population issue was brought up by one of the founders of demography (study of human populations — their growth and decline through births, deaths and migration) Thomas Malthus  
- he argued that while Earth’s available food increases additively, population increases exponentially (food per capita would decline) 
- proposed that ‘checks’ (limits) would keep population growth in line with food supply 
- positive checks prevent overpopulation by increasing death rate (ie, war, famine, pestilence, and disease) 
- preventive checks prevent overpopulation by limiting number of live births (ie, abortion, infanticide, sexual abstinence, delayed marriage and use of contraceptives)
- however, people would suffer from consequences of positive checks 
- carrying capacity: number of people who can be supported by the available resources at a given level of technology 
- Critical Theory’s Approach to Malthus: 
- critical theorists deny that a social equilibrium is attainable, or that any social arrangement will benefit everyone equally
- they say people in power take actions that benefit themselves (problems in poor countries result not from overpopulation but from an unfair distribution of the world’s wealth) 
- zero population growth (ZPG): when births are exactly balanced by deaths 
- Functionalism (Urban Life): 
- view social problems in the city as resulting naturally from growth and specialization (ie, more wealth in city means more theft and robbery, higher density means more intense competition for resources, and more privacy means more private vice such as drug use)  
- other functionalists focus on tendencies of the city — its size, variety, and fluidity in particular — that promote social disorganization, weak social controls, and consequent deviance and distress 
- common conscience: in rural life, members share same experience and develop similar values, norms and identity (Emile Durkheim) 
- mechanical solidarity: these people were often interconnected in a tight, homogeneous social order 
- organic solidarity: members of urban-industrial society were dependent on one another for survival and prosperity 
- main point: functionalist approach has to do with looking for universal laws of social development and for was that particular institutions or arrangements, like cities, help society move to a new equilibrium, with a higher level of functioning 
- Critical Theory (urban life): 
- attribute urban problems to the workings of capitalism (no powerful group is interested in preventing urban problems)
- problem of cities: problem of economic inequality (unequal distribution of wealth) 
- Symbolic Interactionism (urban life):
- study how people experience city life on an everyday basis (George Simmel takes this approach)
- doubt that everyone in the same structural setting has the same experience 
- subculture: a group of people who share some cultural traits of the larger society but who, as a group, also have their own distinctive values, beliefs, norms, style of dress, and behaviour (ie, ethnic urban community) 
- Functionalism (The Environment) 
	- cornucopia view of nature: views nature as a storehouse of resources for humans 
- growth ethic: links closely with materialism; celebrates the (imagined) ability of technology to easily solve all the problems in the world
- individualism: privileges personal goals and desires over collective ones, which is the driving force behind the so-called ‘tragedy of the commons’ (coined by Garrett Hardin; refers to unwelcome result of actions by many self-interested individuals) 
- Critical Theory (The Environment) 
	- environmental problems hurt poor more severely than they do the rich 
- sociological research: disasters result more often from ‘the spread of capitalism and the marginalization of the poor than from the effects of geophysical events’ and offers possible solutions that involve ‘the redistribution of wealth and power in society to provide access to resources rather than the application of science and technology to control nature’ (Smith) 

- Symbolic Interactionism (The Environment) 
- studies how meanings and thought patterns learned in social interaction affect environmental problems, with a focus on how they influence people’s perception of these problems 
- environmental geography: study of the interaction between humans and the surrounding natural world, focusing on the human impact on the environment and vice versa 
- sociologists Jay Schoenfeld, Robert Meier, and Robert Griffin have looked at how environmental issues have become a ‘problem’ in the public’s eye 
- this perspective also offers insights into how environmental polluters manipulate symbols to protect themselves from criticism (ie, ‘greenwashing’: redesigning and repackaging products as ‘environmentally friendly’) 

- Feminist Theory: 
- questions prevailing capitalist celebration of increasing growth, unlimited resources, and unregulated commerce
- ecofeminism: social movement that linked the exploitation of marginalized groups with the degradation of nature in Western cultural values 
- central argument: domination over women (gender inequality), is analogous to domination over nature that leads to environmental destruction 

- Classic Studies: The Limits to Growth: 
- current world population exceeds 6 billion (just under 7 billion)
- researchers Donella H. Meadows, Dennis L. Meadows, Jorgen Randers, and William W. Behrens III published this book which examines the consequences of human population growth for human survival 
- they created the ‘World3 model’, a computerized method for studying the future of the world by simulating interlinked changes over a 100-year-long imaginary history 
- goal was to investigate five major trends of global concern: accelerating industrialization, rapid population growth, widespread malnutrition, depletion of non-renewable resources, and a deteriorating environment 
- results showed within 100 years, world’s natural resources would be almost exhausted or too expensive to buy 
	- challenge will be containing and limiting damage to Earth and to humanity (Meadows)

- Why Demography? 
	- population size is important: 
		- first, large population puts more pressure on natural environment than small one 
		- second, large population is more likely to innovate 
- third, large, dense populations tend to invent new social and economic roles, or divide labour of society in specialized ways (Durkheim)
- population composition, the makeup or mix of different social types in a population (ie, different numbers of men and women, old and young) also makes a difference 
	- age composition is important 
	- health and longevity of a population also affect how a society works 
- healthy, long-lived population is likely to contain higher level of human capital: a skill or skill set that enhances a worker’s value on the job

- Population Trends Reveal a Society’s History: 
	- through patterns in population composition 
- demographers use a model called population pyramid: depiction of the age-sex composition of a population 
	- a baby boom: bulge on bottom of pyramid 
	- decrease in both males and females of all ages: likely epidemic etc. 
- dent in number of men or women in a given cohort can mean gendercide: synonymous with femicide (ie, killing female infants) 
- Western, developed nation usually is rectangular, meaning population growth is at a replacement level (same number die as are born) 
- cohort: a set of people with a common origin or starting point

- World Population: 
- world population not growing as quickly today as during last century: due to worldwide fertility decline (if this continues, world pop will reach about 9 billion in 2050, and start to level off)  
- key mechanism is childbearing: women around the world are having fewer babies 
	- in developed countries, fertility will likely increase slightly 
- greatest fertility reductions will occur in the least developed countries, as more effective birth control, education, and family planning programs take place
- yet, many countries with lowest fertility will experience highest population increases in next few decades (ie, China; already a huge population) 
- in Canada, continued decline in fertility and continued aging of baby boomers mean large part of Canadian population will soon be elderly 

- Classic Studies: Risk Society: Towards a New Modernity: 
- sociologist Ulrich Beck labelled contemporary society a ‘risk society’ (published this work)
	- emphasizes that societies are dominated by presence of manmade risks  
- ‘reflexive modernization’: the shift in thought between modern and postmodern eras on the social role of technology 
- in postmodern society, we are more aware of dangers associated with technological advancements 
- Beck asserts that ‘Risk is not the same as catastrophe, but the anticipation of the future catastrophe in the present. As a result, risk leads a dubious, insidious, would-be, fictitious, allusive existence: it is existent and non-existent, present and absent, doubtful and real’ 
- his ideas are relevant in analyzing troubled interaction between humanity and the natural environment, giving us insights in an era troubled by globalization and ecological destruction 

- The Natural Environment: 
- natural environment means all natural processes that affect us as animals having survival needs 
- most natural resources we need are non-renewable (it is limited) 
	- one preventative strategy: recycling 
	- another is to invent alternatives or find natural alternatives 
- third is to find another planet to inhabit or look for new resources in currently inaccessible places
		- fourth is to reduce rate at which we use these resources (temporary solution) 

- Location, location, location: 
- where people live influences location of environmental problems and costs of importing needed resources
- gives rise to study of human geography: study of location of human enterprises and characteristics (ie, health, education, commerce and trade) closely linked to other social sciences like sociology 
- diverse combinations of location, climate, and terrain provide wide variety of human experiences, natural resources, and inter-species competitions 
- this way, influence the kinds of social and cultural life that develop within region 
- Buildings and Cityscapes: 
- provide a human-made environment that interacts with, and intervenes in, the relation between humans and the natural environment
- historical rise of cities coincided with rise of markets and states 

- Urbanization: 
- according to Population Reference Bureau, 2008 was a landmark year (first time ever world’s population was divided equally between urban and rural areas)
- in 1950, less than 30 per cent lived in urban areas; developing countries today are urbanizing rapidly 
	- continued distinctiveness or rural and urban life, especially in developing nations 
- developed nations have many urban centres spread around while developing nations have few, massively populated urban areas, such as megacities 
- by 2050, percentage in urban areas expected to rise to about 70 per cent 
- UN predicts estimated new 2 billion people by 2050, as many as 1.9 billion will live in smaller-sized cities in developing nations 
- by 2050, Africa’s urban population alone is expected to triple, and in North America, 90 per cent of population is expected to live in or near cities 
- bedroom suburb: residential area near a large city that provides housing and services for people who commute each day into downtown urban area

- Built Environments: 
- Manuel Castells’s trilogy, The Information Age: Economy, Society and Culture, encompassing The Rise of the Network Society (1996), The Power of Identity (1997), and End of Millennium (1998), synthesizes his thinking on the social and economic transitions inherent in the information society 
- in Information Age, argues that social movements and other means by which people create meaning for themselves are distinct from dominant economic and social organizations or networks 	
- Castells’s Marxist urban sociology shows how, in post-industrial city, social movements can bring about radical transformation, especially in areas where political entities control such matters as public transportation and housing, which can be termed areas of ‘collective consumption’ 
- for local activism to be effective, must produce profound, class-related social change 
- by changing city life, are changed daily lives of billions — the very texture of class-relations
- Castells stresses that organization of the economy, of state institutions, and of ways that people create meaning in their lives through collective action, must be seen as both discrete and inter-related entities 
- flow processes are controlled by ‘modes of ordering’ to simplify global exchange and interaction (flow of people through social structures) 
- globalization, urbanization, and advanced communication technology tend to detach us from a sense of belonging in a local setting 

Chapter Summary: 
· Study of human societies sensibly begins with study of human populations, since size, density, composition, sex ratio, health, longevity, and migration patterns have significant implications for people’s lives 
· We see this significance when comparing urban populations to rural pops 
· Geography has historically shaped way people live in societies 
· World population is increasing exponentially: caused concern about human impact on natural environment and growing scarcity of natural resources 
· Efforts of built environment on natural environment are staggering and resulted in climate change 
· Role of technology in shaping our built and natural environment 

		



Chapter 3: Social Structures 
- Chapter Outline: 
- discusses social scripts (culturally constructed, socially enforced practices that we are all expected to follow when we interact) and social forms (social arrangements that arise out of interaction often below cultural radar or people’s consciousness; like social objects — symbols, roles or relationships that help achieve individual and collective goals)  
	- George Simmel most associated with social forms 
	- both of these constrain the ways people relate to one another in social situations 
- this chapter focuses mostly on symbolic interactionism, which provides insight into microsociological processes like interaction, negotiation, and co-operation 

- Classic Studies: Outsiders: 
- Becker sets groundwork for labelling theory (we gain knowledge or understanding of who we are by seeing how other people view or treat us; ‘social groups create deviance by making rules whose infraction constitutes deviance and by applying these rules to particular people and labelling them as outsiders’; thus, deviance is a result of a group expelling an individual or subgroup) 
- analysis of deviance is based on his observations of jazz musicians and marijuana users 
- emphasizes that their outsider status is due merely to their actions and the way 
others respond to these actions
- they are normal people learning deviant things in a normal way 
- but once set apart, they develop their own language and patterns of behaviour 
	- he analyzes deviance as a process of becoming outside the community’s accepted rules 
- new deviant acquires both a community and community identity (socially provided reasons) within their subgroup 
- he also states that study of deviance must pay as much attention to rule enforcers as it does to rule violators
- he intentionally focuses on the effects and not the causes of this behaviour 
- ‘the deviant behaviour in time produced the deviant motivation’  (social rules make deviance) 

- Identity, Roles, and Role-Sets: 
- social scripts are most associated with the dramaturgical approach of symbolic interactionism, an approach systematized and popularized by sociologist Erving Goffman 
- his earliest book The Presentation of Self in Everyday Life shows we can understand and think about social life much more fruitfully in terms of a theatrical production, complete with costumes, scripts, roles etc
- the roles (expected behaviour of an individual in a social position and duties associated) we play provide us with social scripts and a breach of these expectations can lead to embarrassment, bewilderment and unpleasant feelings 
- roles we play and social scripts are related to identity (all the ways in which we view and describe ourselves)
- dramaturgical view: social roles we play are the source, not necessarily the expression of our identities 
- symbolic interactionists say that social roles we play are main origin of our identities, so roles and identities are interrelated 
- roles shape our identities and perhaps interact with and even conflict with our personalities and basic inclinations 
- community: a group of people who interact and communicate often with one another and share common interests, values, and goals 
- labelling theory has its foundation in work of Charles Horton Cooley who formed the looking-glass self concept: process in which people come to see and value themselves as others see them 
- concepts of role embracement (willingly accepting both social role and identity), role distance (takes on role but keeps separate their behaviour from identity), and role exit (includes not only rejection and loss of certain activities, rights, and responsibilities, but also the loss of an identity) suggest roles and identities are closely intertwined 
- interactionist perspective argues that identities are socially determined, based on the social roles we play 
	- role-set: the collection of roles any individual plays 
- according to interactionist approach, social roles are unlike theatrical roles in that they are not predetermined 
- people adopt roles throughout their lifetime in a process called role-taking: the process in which we take on existing defined roles (George Herbert Mead) 
- for symbolic interactionists, role adoption is a dynamic process — a sequence — that is under control of our own motivations, the motivations of others around us, the groups we are seeking to enter, and the culture and society   
- in Mead’s view, interaction of roles depends mainly on symbol (thing that stands for or represents something else, and provides a means of communication) systems, especially language 
- in elaborating his theory,  idea of role-making (process of creating new social roles in and through interaction) was introduced (Ralph Turner) 
- problem: pair of people may agree to ‘make’ new role, but this agreement may not bind the rest of society 
- grokking, understanding so thoroughly that the observer becomes a part of the observed — to merge, blend, intermarry, lose identity in group experience (described in Stranger in a Strange Land; Robert Heinlein); (ie, almost everything we mean by religion philosophy, and science etc) 
- new role may not work because all social relations and conflicts have a scripted aspect which must be widely known and generally accepted 
- part of problem: new role may not have accompanying status (a person’s social position associated with a role and its associated scripts) which provides needed resources for role-play 
	- statuses are characterized by certain qualities, duties, and privileges 
	- in functionalist image of society, order is all-important 
- without agreed-on hierarchy of statuses, there are no stable roles, meaning no stable interactions  
- when socialization is incomplete or faulty, there is a breakdown of social interaction and disorder follows 
- statuses are central ingredients of social order (Parsons) 
- Role Conflicts and Role Strains: 
- when roles a person plays conflict with each other, he or she experiences role strain: result of role conflict; when demands of some roles conflict with the demands of others  
- role conflict: when person has to satisfy demands of two or more incompatible or contradictory roles 
		- one solution: prioritizing social roles allows to resolve role strain quickly
- second mechanism: master status: assigning priorities; making one role more important than all the others 
- third mechanism: compartmentalization: division of activities into categories or sections (often done by keeping groups separate; ie, parents from friends)
	- people accept society’s rules but often do not feel fully attached to them 
		- some deviate with impunity through use of secrecy (George Simmel) 
			-‘first world’: recognized world of socially acceptable activities 
			-‘second world’: world including hidden deviant activities 
- Simmel emphasizes normality of deviance and that it is functionally necessary in complex societies 
- secret society: ‘an interactional unit characterized in its totality by the fact that reciprocal relations among its members are governed by protective functions of secrecy’ (Simmel) 
- first, there is a concern by members of a group to protect the ideas, activities, and sentiments to which they attach positive value 
- second, they defend secrecy and privacy of community by controlling distribution of information about the valued elements 





- idea of social forms is fundamental to sociological thinking and opposes voluntarism: a social psychological approach that states social behaviour is a clear reflection of our goals, values, and intentions and that our identities shape our interactions 
- sociologists, however, believe social behaviours often have little to do with our true goals, values, and intentions; they behave so to gain social acceptance  
	- further, their interactions shape identities, not other way around 
- functionalists argued that all social systems — groups, communities, organizations, societies, and empires have systemic, self-maintaining features that enable them to survive, to move forward, and achieve their goals 
- Ex: Robert Bales’ 1950 study on ‘training groups’ of undergraduates who were assigned topics or to solve problems; three social forms emerged: a task leader, an emotional leader, and a joker 
- on the other hand, symbolic interactionism argues that we are all creating ‘the social structure’ while functionalism argues that ‘social systems’ persist outside people’s efforts 

- Teams, Bands, and Gangs 
	- group label: TBGs 
- all ‘social systems’ have important features in common that help the unit continue to function 
	- they have a defined membership — clear of idea of who belongs and who doesn’t
- even in TBGs, there is task specialization, associated with differences of personality and social identity 

- Cliques, Networks, and Small Worlds: 
	- direct connection: link of kinship, friendship or acquaintance 
- within this set of n=20 people, there can be 190 different paired direct connections [n(n-1)/2]
- indirect connections: weakly tied networks in which a great deal of information, social support, and other valuable resources flows through 
- information permitted to pass through weak links called ‘random nets’ (Anatol Rapoport) rapidly spreads to new nodes: each figure in a network  

- dyadic relationships: pairwise connections 
- as people enter and leave their dyadic relationships, networks change in size and composition and in turn this affects the type of resources flowing throughout the network 
- integrative role of leaders is important because many belong to inward-looking cliques: group nodes nested within social networks 
- clique: means a group of tightly interconnected people characterized by friendship, similarity, interaction, exclusion and the flow of valuable resources such as information, support, and opinions 
	- however, they have no practical goals (different from TBGs) 
	- cliques usually have a clear hierarchy of influence 
	- cohesion of a clique is based on loyalty to the leader and the group 
- Michel Foucault claimed that together, knowledge and power control people by creating and enforcing social norms for human behaviour 
	- these norms are produced by historical circumstance (genealogical view)
- he published Discipline and Punish: The Origin of the Prison which examines how the power-knowledge relationship uses coercion and surveillance to exert direct, physical control in enforcing standards of behaviour, as found in modern prisons (beginning in the 19th century)      
- also published works on sexuality in which he described ‘bio-power’ — a form of power that falls outside of traditional notions of political and social authority (it exerts control over a population through government policies that influence reproduction, health, and mortality) 
- at centre of Foucault’s work is notion of ‘governmentality’: the regulation of people’s behaviour 
- Debrix and Barder note the decentralization of fear and power in a governmentalized modern society encourages the use of danger, threat, insecurity, or hostility to control behaviour 
- this ‘mobilization of fear’ in a population depends on widespread terrifying mechanisms to generate anxiety about losing a ‘normal’ way of life 

- neo-liberalism: a political philosophy that, under the guise of liberation, undermines collective efforts to redistribute wealth and power, and in this way, help the vulnerable 
- Foucault has helped us understand the nature of power in present-day societies and the ways power is exercised often without our awareness, by conforming to notions of ‘normality’ 
	- these notions are nested in the social scripts we perform and the social forms we inhabit 
- the powerful always use modern methods and modern institutions to ‘theorize’ the dominant views to their own advantage to control the rest of us 
Read examples on pages 84-86 
New Insights: 
· Adler and Adler look at people who injure themselves 
· Psychological perspective: one investigates reasons people injure themselves (motives and psychopathologies) 
· Sociological perspective: ask about self-injury as a social, communal activity 
· Communities can take various forms and serve a variety of purposes 
· Ex: Purcell criticizes Old Left theories of protest: not every social movement needs to be class-based, nor follow a particular recipe 
· One way to think of present-day political movements is to imagine them as different in form but similar in their intent, resulting in a formation called ‘networks of equivalence’ 
· Different organizations with related purposes can take a wide variety of different forms to achieve their common goals 
· ‘disenchanted’ modern age: people continue to seek transcendent meanings and moral guidance (Weber) 
· Even shared fantasies have social value (Rabot) 
· We rely on new technologies to ‘re-mythologize’ and re-enchant our postmodern lives 
· Conroy shows how postmodern understandings of uncertainty are linked to social causes of anxiety 
· Globalization contributes to social anxieties and attachment disorders that are common in younger generation 
· According to Yeygel, postmodernism caused social class to lose its importance for people, replaced by a postmodern tribal concept instead 
· In face of continued attacks by postmodernists on their reductiveness and oversimplification, some Marxists say: 
· Ex: Rehmann claims to see two main flaws in postmodernism: 
· 1) it ‘de-materializes social relations’, focusing mainly on signs and symbols, thoughts, fantasies, and images 
· 2) postmodernism doesn’t try hard enough to decipher contradictions and antagonisms in our social relations such as in our class relations 
· Marxist theory has a double task: on one hand, it must continue to critique social fragments that are promoted by neo-liberalism and dominant (capitalist-oriented) ideology. At the same time, Marxism should re-interpret the valid insights of postmodernism in the framework of a historical materialist theory of domination (ie, has to reinsert concrete labouring bodies into a social and cultural analysis of present-day capitalism) 
· Salerno, also argues for a radical re-imagining of community 
· Notes that ‘American ambivalence’ toward community — tension between social engagement and individual hedonism — reflects alienation in modern capitalistic economies that prevents any real communal life 
· A sense of community remains unattainable in capitalist societies, where market forces alienate and isolate the residents 
















Chapter 4: Culture 
- Chapter Outline: 
- culture is the human-created environment in which we live in (all objects, institutions, organizations, ideas and beliefs that make up social environment of human life) 
- our social environment is ‘symbolic’ as well as material, in the sense that every human group produces ‘meanings’ that remain in a society’s memory (culture is the group’s memory) 
- culture is a shared and remembered symbolic environment 
	- it structures a person’s perception of the world and shapes his or her behaviour 
- organizational culture: the way an organization has learned to deal with its environment; includes norms and values that are subculturally distinct to the organization 
- the only real universal is culture itself: the central role culture plays in tying people to their society through its connections with both social structure and private experience 
- at macro level, the dominant values (socially shared conceptions of what a group or society considers good, right, and desirable) of a culture are expressed in its social institutions  
- so concept of culture is an important link between macro and micro perspectives on society 

Functionalism (Culture)
· Views culture as having an integrative role in society (they emphasize order — look to culture to explain consensus and stability) 
· ‘civic culture’, a culture of participation in everyday social and political life by ordinary citizens, is functional to survival of democracy 
· This approach identifies ways in which culture creates social solidarity, provides stability and assurance, and unites members of a social group or society 
- see cultural elements such as shared norms, values, and beliefs as arising out of the social structure and influencing economic life 

Critical Theory (Culture) 
· Focus on group differences in power and belief 
· Marx argued that it is not culture and ideas that shape society and beliefs and decisions, but that it is the material relationships, especially between social classes, that shape culture, beliefs, and values 
- capitalism gives rise to a dominant ideology: a system of thoughts and beliefs that justify capitalism and perpetuate it by limiting criticism and encouraging support of a neo-liberal consumer culture 
· Frankfurt School of theorists (Max Horkheimer, Theodor Adorno, Herbert Marcuse, and Walter Benjamin) focused on analyzing capitalist ideology, mass consumerism, and popular entertainment which they claimed promoted capitalist ideals 
- they view culture as part of generally conflictual nature of society and view it as helping powerful social groups to maintain power 

Symbolic Interactionism (Culture) 
· Often adopt dramaturgical perspective, see culture through microsociological lens (face-to-face interactions of social actors and symbols they communicate through) 
· What we say and how we behave are not predetermined nor are they precisely the same 
· Interactionists allow more room for social actors in shaping and impacting their culture than functional or critical theorists  
- latter two see culture as being imposed on individuals within it, while interactionists point out significant role that social actors play in managing and changing their own cultures by participating 

Cultural Studies Perspective 
· Arose in 1970s out of work of theorists at Centre for Contemporary Cultural Studies at U of Birmingham  
- they borrowed some of their ideas from critical perspective 
· Argues that culture is shaped by dominant economic groups to maintain advantage (status quo) 
· Culture maintains divisions of many kinds (gender, race etc), not just class divisions 
· In some ways similar to symbolic interactionism: focuses on role of meaning in culture 
- theorist Stuart Hall’s idea that all communication requires encoding and decoding (dominant groups encode information about society in cultural products; only by decoding can we fully interpret and understand hidden content) 


The Production of Culture Perspective 
· This perspective sees origin of culture in material culture (the mass media, technology, art and other material domains that produce symbols) and the social action around this 
· Looks more closely at concrete ways in which culture is produced 
- Ex: in Canvases and Careers, by Harrison White and Cynthia White, study of rise of Impressions as a new art style in 19th century France highlights role of ‘the artist’ and his/her need to make a living 

Language: A Key Cultural Realm 
· Symbolic interactionists: interested in how people work out patterns of action (including conversation) 
· Structural Functionalists: interested in ways different subgroups develop their own language to express unique concerns and maintain cohesion of group 
· Critical Theorists: interested in how language is used to subordinate disadvantaged groups in society 
· Feminist sociologists: draws attention to the way in which culture, through language, shapes our perception of reality 
· Words and symbols are tools of memory 
· Different languages provide people with different conceptual tools to organize and interpret reality, making cultural assimilation difficult 
· People create the language they need to transact their cultural business and make social life possible 

Classic Studies: The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism 
· Max Weber studies how cultural values influence people’s behaviour and that values from one area of life influence behaviours in other areas in this classical work 
- book is concerned with the way religion can create material progress and not merely justify the rule of a dominant class (Protestant ethic was one element that led to capitalism) 
· He explores that religion is a cause of the modern economic situation  (links rise of capitalism with rise of protestant beliefs )
· First, his study shows that social and economic development are often tied to cultural change 
· Second, reminds us that every society is a complex system, in which change in one part generates unexpected changes in another  
· Third, reminds us that culture is not static, nor always a hindrance to change 
· Finally, shows us that religious values can transform entire societies or course of history 

The Importance of Values: The Case of Religion 
· Through secularization, organized religion plays a much less important part in Canadian social life than it did a century ago 
· However some believe religious values highlight sociological tradition and show how these values can shape social behaviour and social change 
- Ex: Emile Durkheim defines religion as ‘a set of beliefs, symbols, and practices which is based on the idea of the sacred, and unites believers into a socio-religious community’ (The Elementary Forms of Religious Life focuses on functions of belief and ritual in binding people together in social groups) 
- Weber’s approach is less concerned with social cohesion and more with role religion plays in interpreting the world for individuals (he says religion has consequences in economic and other realms of social life as well) 

Cultural Integration, Ethnocentrism, and the Mass Media 
· Several social processes and institutions are important for increasing cultural integration: ethnocentrism (tendency to use one’s own culture as basis for evaluating other cultures), cultural comparison, and an increasingly globalized mass media 

Classic Studies: Theory of the Leisure Class
· Thorstein Veblen was one of first social theorists to address issue of cultural change, as well as cultural variation that distinguishes between upper and lower social classes 
- his book is a critique of modern Western society, especially the ‘conspicuous consumption’ of the upper-class bourgeoisie
- their wasteful consumption did serve a purpose: reaffirmed status and power of those groups that can afford to live in such manner 
· Remains important for informing theories of high culture, popular culture (of ordinary people), and cultural capital (body of knowledge and interpersonal skills that helps people get ahead socially) 


Pierre Bourdieu: 
· His early research examined ways the dominant culture maintains its power and privilege 
- his central claim: learned expertise and competent practices are the means by which social domination is transmitted or reproduced (in Reproduction of Education, Society, and Culture) 
- he notes that social class is ‘most marked in ordinary choices of everyday existence)
- also showed that members of ruling class teach their children aesthetic preferences in order to pass along their cultural capital
	- ‘differences in cultural capital mark differences between the classes’ 
· Habitus: habituation gained through prolonged, usually lifelong, process of learning and socialization within a particular context 
· Social field: social setting, domain or institution within which the habitus is to be exercised 
- within fields, social agents compete for material and symbolic resources and act out power relationships (success determined by cultural competence) 

Cultural Variation 
· As middle classes adopt cultural tastes of upper classes, upper classes seek out new practices to preserve their cultural distance 
· Cultural capital includes many skills that improve social relations and is unequally distributed throughout the population 
· People in middle class stand to gain most by conforming to conventional rules of a culture (by confirming they are eligible to move up the social ladder)
· People at bottom of social scale stand to gain least of anyone from conformity (they can risk forming countercultures: a subculture that rejects conventional norms and values) 
- epater les bourgeois enraging middle-class by outlandish behaviour 
- gaining literacy, not cultural capital, is often the critical issue for the poorer members  

Cultural Change 
· Two examples of major cultural change: 
- 1) has to do with struggle to synthesize a distinct Canadian culture out of many    competing regional cultures
- 2) other addresses whether national cultures will survive in future or be replaced by a single global culture 

Canadian Culture 
· Sociologist Seymour Martin Lipset’s work presents an image of Canadian culture as elitist, traditional, and collectivistic — focused on group instead of individuals 
· Difference between America and Canada results largely from birth of US nation in revolution while birth of Canadian nation was from counter-revolution and compromise 
· researchers state a difference in preferences between liberty (Americans prefer more) and order (Canadians prefer more); Canadians are more committed to social equality 
- other observers argue that Canadian culture DNE at all, or is little than a collection of regional cultures 
· If world culture is ever to form, will have to overcome two obstacles: 
· One is the idea that ‘development’ means gradual elimination of differences for mass participation in one culture 
· Other is the idea that participation in one particular culture, or nation, should limit communication with others  
· Hence, trick is to find a kind of global organization that encourages both intracultural development and intercultural communication 
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Chapter 11: Families and Socialization 
Chapter Outline 
· Families are highly variable, even more so today than in past
· About growth of diversity among families, and different social processes we see in families of different types 
· Will discuss how families have different levels of adaptability and cohesiveness
· Will note the way children are socialized makes great deal of difference — not only to themselves and their families, but also to society 
· Families can be different in composition: number, gender, and ages of parents and children — and in their patterns of interaction 
· Families are important in our society as agents of socialization 

Functionalism (Family life)
· View family as a central institution in society 
· Family is a microcosm of society, with individual members coming together in a unified whole (Lehmann) 
· Talcott Parsons and Robert Bales’s functionalist analysis (1955) views family’s division of labour as key to its success 
· Husband of household performs instrumental role as breadwinner, decision-maker  and source of authority and leadership, while wife fulfills expressive role as homemaker, nurturer, and emotional centre of family 
· Since 1950s, roles of husband and wife have changed
· Monogamy limits transmission of sexually transmitted diseases — and reduces out-of-wedlock births, infant morbidity, violent crime, and lower educational attainment 
· Monogamy is functional in sense that it increases survival capacity of community 
· Linda Waite (2000) argues that cohabiting relationships are often less permanent, fail to provide the economic and psychological benefits that marriage offers to both participants, are less likely to draw support from extended families, and provide less support to children and spouses during a crisis 
Critical Theories (Family life) 
· Take historical approach and focus on political and economic changes in society to explain changes in family life 
· With industrialization, families moved from being self-sustaining productive units (ie, farming households) to consumption units  (ie, dual-income households) 
· men sold labour power for income while women gained exclusive control over the home, becoming responsible for child rearing, food prep, and provision of emotional support — sometimes called the task of social reproduction 
· gender inequality increased with gender differentiation and both increased under conditions of exploitive capitalism (industrialization as well)
· historical reasons for this change in gender relations and for its association with rise of industrial capitalism 
· feminist theorists: wives depend on husbands; dependence turns into subordination (not only economic reliance on men, but also political and social inferiority) 
· these patriarchal tendencies are most common in traditionalist religions, whether within industrial or pre-industrial societies (ie, orthodox Jewish religious communities expect women to marry and start families young) 
· evangelist feminists: claim that evangelicalism is ‘a strategic form of women’s collective action’, empowering them while also calling men to fulfill their parental responsibilities 
Symbolic Interactionism (Family life) 
· study ways members of a family interact with one another and ways they resolve conflicts within the boundaries of their roles in the family 
· important part of this process is the creation and revision of myths about family 
· social constructionists focus on development and use of family ideologies such as the ‘family values’ promoted by right-wing religious leaders and conservative politicians in the US 
· they channel popular anxieties into hostility against such groups as single mothers, gays and lesbians, and divorced people 
· effects of such social constructions: to channel hostility away from exploitive employers and unresponsive governments towards ppl who are most in need of support and understanding (undermines welfare of minorities) 
Ways of Looking at… Socialization 
· two main views of how socialization of children occurs: one to do with functionalist perspective, other with symbolic interactionist perspective 
· Functionalists: assert socialization normally occurs from top down, as children internalize social norms and learn to conform to roles and expectations of society 
· this internalization process in Family, Socialization, and Interaction Process is described by Talcott Parsons 
· this work states top-down learning is necessary for society: creates social conformity and consensus (ideal society is characterized by social integration, an outcome of internalized behavioural expectations) 
· Dennis Wrong’s criticism: to think socialization is so complete and thorough is to hold an ‘over socialized’ view of human nature; not all internalize social norms and learn to conform  
· Feminists also criticize functionalist perspective on socialization since it seems to assume that differences between men and women, as agents of socialization and objects of socialization, are natural and inevitable 
· Adorno and his collaborators state top-down socialization may work well to produce conformity and conventionality, but there are also undesirable by-products to this kind of socialization: anger, superstition, prejudice, racism, and homophobia, etc 
· Functional theory also deficient on other grounds: fails to address that great deal of socialization is from bottom up — peer socialization (symbolic interactionist approach is now most accepted view of socialization based on this insight) 
· Symbolic Interactionist view: launched by Charles H. Cooley and George Herbert Mead, this approach notes that people participate in their own socialization through social interaction 
· Both were interested in how a child develops sense of self, and in role of the family in this development with relation/interaction to others such as family
· Cooley believes children have the capacity for self-development, achieved through social interaction 
· Child also sees and evaluates self according to how others see him/her (looking glass-self) 
· Reaction of others is important for our own feelings about ourselves, but role of others is mediated by our self-awareness, and by importance we attach to various reference groups (peers, mass media figures, family, etc) 
· Mead believed the self-concept had two components: the I and the Me. 
· I is one’s spontaneous, create, and unique self, while Me is the self one develops for social purposes, by internalizing societal norms and values 
· For Mead, child’s play is central to successful socialization (offers opportunity to practise socially learned roles and expectations 
· Through play and early interaction, they develop concept of generalized other, an individual’s notion of the attitudes and expectations of society at large (on reaching this stage, child now has a self-concept and is able to act in a socially approved manner) 
· In short, family life and socialization it provides are important for human development 

Classic Studies: World Revolution and Family Patterns (William Goode) 
· Reviews changes to family organization around the world in first half of 20th century 
· In particular, examines relationship between changing family patterns and industrialization 
· Draws attention to several major cross-cultural trends:  
· First: family patterns everywhere are moving towards nuclear family (group that consists of a father, mother and children in same dwelling; comprises no more than three relationships: between spouses, between parents and children and between siblings) 
· Family unit is smaller today; now it is a self-sustaining unit of production and consumption, separate from larger kinship group 
· With increase in contraception use and decreased birth rate, family size shrunk 
· Role relations within families also changed 
· Individual family members today have more freedom 
· Parental authority over children has declined; and with increase in women’s rights, husband’s control over wives have dwindled 
· Finally, an increased acceptance of changed social ‘morals’ and virtues (ie, greater acceptance of divorce, contraception, abortion, cohabitation, etc) 
· In large part, these changes are attributable to industrialization and urbanization of social life
· In brief, typical family structure has shifted from a ‘tightly independent, patriarchal….institution’ to a ‘loose, but interdependent family group’ all around the world
· Over last 3 decades, structure of Canadian families has become increasingly diverse 
· Number of cohabiting, single-parent, and same-sex families has increased 
· In 2006, married couple families accounted for only 69 per cent (from 83 only two decades ago; dropped 14) 
· Just over half (52 per cent) of population is unmarried (39 percent 2 decades ago)
· Same-sex couples represent about 0.6 per cent of all couples in Canada (of these, 16.5 per cent were married and 83.5 per cent were cohabiting; most same-sex married spouses are men and relatively few live with children) 
· With declines in marriage rates over last few decades, single-parent families increased from 11 per cent to 16, & cohabiting couples from 6 per cent to 15 per cent
· Another well known trend is increased rate of relationship dissolution in Canada and other developed countries 
· Reflects increased prevalence of cohabiting unions: cohabiting couples are more likely to break up than are married ones, esp under the age of 30 
The Idea of ‘Family’ 
· Family is nevertheless considered highly important to Canadians
· Functionalists consider ‘family’ to be a social institution with one preferred structure: one that they believe meets largest number of social requirements 
· This traditional notion focuses on legal obligations of family members —on family structures that would contribute to survival of society (ie, reproducing population, socializing younger generation, supporting work force, and providing for family’s practical and financial needs); even William Goode takes functional position that some patterns are inevitable, given demands of industrialization 
· Modified extended family: family arrangement in which a household lives close by and rely heavily on extended family members (newly arrived immigrants to Canada do this a lot) 
· Census family: household that includes two spouses —opposite or same-sex, married or cohabiting —with or without never-married children, or a single parent with one or more never-married children (also includes children living only with grandparents) 
· Problem: we have traditionally assumed social units that meet formal/structural requirements of families behave like families (ie, reproduce population, socialize younger generation ,etc); (a functionalist view of family) 
· Two problems with this assumption: 
· First, many units that meet structural definition do not behave like ideal families 
· Second, many units that behave like ideal families do not meet structural definition 
· ‘Families’ ideally share a few features: 
· Dependency and intimacy
· Sexuality 
· Protection: guard their members against all kinds of internal and external dangers 
· Power: the more powerful members protect less powerful ones (patriarchy) 
· Violence: a common feature, not an idealized or normative aspect of family life 
Socialization 
· A universal feature of family life and a process that continues throughout since birth 
· During childhood and adolescence, people experience the most intense period of socialization known as primary socialization 
· Primary socialization: usually occurs within family context 
· helps to form an individual’s personality and charts course of his/her development 
· Parents have a big influence on formation of child’s basic character and identity because they control the child’s early learning environment and are first people to interact socially with 
· Macrosociologists: primary socialization is the mechanism that integrates people into society, teaching them to fulfill socially required roles (human babies are ‘blank slates’ waiting to be socially imprinted) 
· While socialization reproduces social learning, also perpetuates social inequality 
· Microsociologists: study processes by which individuals are socialized 
· In particular, focus on social processes that shape people’s self-concept (social view of ‘self’) 
· Feminist sociologists focus on gender issues (gender identities and how gendered patterns of domination and submission emerge)
· Socialization after childhood and adolescence is secondary socialization (based on previous socialization and accumulated knowledge) 
· Less fundamental than primary socialization: has less of effect on people’s self-image or sense of competence 
· Usually involves learning specific roles, norms, attitudes, or beliefs, sometimes involving self-imposed learning 
· Seen as a reciprocal process since children and parents are both being socialized and learning from each other through social interaction 
· Anticipatory socialization: when we prepare to play a social role we hope to enter 
· Resocialization: learning within social institutions aimed at retraining or reprogramming people (becoming a ‘new kind of person’) 
· Certain social institutions exist for purpose of resocialization (ie, what Erving Goffman called total institutions: social institutions set up to resocialize their ‘clients drastically, through surveillance and punishment) 
Classic Studies: The Authoritarian Personality (Theodor Adorno and others)
· Where do violent and extreme prejudices come from? 
· From socialization, according to work about influence some families have on their children 
· Was one of five studies commissioned by American Jewish Committee to research roots of prejudice and anti-Semitism 
· Replaced previous theories about prejudice with a social-psychological model that centres on individual personality traits and childhood socialization experiences 
· Study found close correlation between overt racism and several deep-rooted personality traits that result from faulty socialization 
· By measuring ‘authoritarianism’ using ‘F-scale’ (F for Fascism) and examining correlates, concluded that racism and anti-Semitism are associated with a wide variety of fascist tendencies 
· Authoritarian personalities result from socialization by authoritarian parents 
· Adorno identified 9 characteristics of authoritarian personality that served as basis for F-scale 
· 1. Conventionalism: rigid adherence to conventional, middle-class values 
· 2. Authoritarian submission: a submissive, uncritical attitude toward idealized moral authorities of the in-group 
· 3. Authoritarian aggression: a tendency to be on the lookout for, and to condemn, reject, and punish people who violate conventional values 
· 4. Anti-intraception: opposition to the subjective, the imaginative, or the tender-minded 
· 5. Superstition and stereotyping: the belief in mystical determinants of an individual’s fate; disposition to think in rigid categories 
· 6. Power and ‘toughness’: preoccupation with dominance and submission
· 7. Destructiveness and cynicism: a generalized hostility, vilification of the human 
· 8. Projectivity: disposition to believe that wild and dangerous things go on in the world; projection outwards of unconscious emotional impulses 
· 9. Preoccupation with sexual goings-on: exaggerated concern about sexual occurrences and practices 
· To summarize, they found that prejudice is a generalized tendency among authoritarian personalities
· Second, prejudice is linked to political and social conservative attitudes of various types: such as opposing social welfare, blaming ppl for their own problems, and wanting to limit role of government in ppl’s lives 
· Third, prejudice is related to a wide variety of personal beliefs (distrust of others, superstition, and fatalism) and to anti-introspection (unwillingness to explore one’s own or other ppl’s deeper feelings, anxieties, and concerns) 
· Anti-introspection and repression are important parts of authoritarian personality and come from having grown up in families where ppl do not inspect or reveal their feelings 
· Prejudiced participants attribute their traits (revealing underlying hostility and having difficulty admitting to personal incapacities, weaknesses or impulses) to others through process Freud called projection 
· Freud’s theory of repression runs as follows: ppl who are forced by cruel (or unfeeling) parents to hide their fears and desires express them in veiled ways, such as in dreams, fantasies and groundless anxieties 
· From sociological perspective, Tamotsu Shibutani criticizes that study fails to ‘appreciate full significance of social nature of man and his conduct’ 
· Study focuses more on psychological (personality) variables than on sociological (situational) variables to explain authoritarian behaviour 
· Families are ideally integrative, but nevertheless also create inequalities and generate conflict 
· Women (especially those separated from their spouses) are more likely to experience domestic violence than men 
· Families under the greatest stress are the most likely to descend into conflict (unemployment is a common source of family stress and conflict) 
· In general, families that are most cohesive and adaptable are best able to deal with stresses
· ‘cohesive’ refers to families in which members feel strong personal identification with family as a whole and with one another 
· ‘adaptable’ means those families that are most able to make changes easily, and most willing to make needed changes 
Gender Socialization 
· Most children receive gender socialization and has profound impact on development of a masculine or feminine identity 
· Despite genetic differences, sociologists view development of socially recognizable gender differences as a main social phenomenon 
· Some gender socialization during childhood is intentional (parents reinforce certain behaviour in children according to their stereotypical expectations)
· Gender identities are largely absent at birth and are acquired through gender socialization
Racial and Ethnic Socialization 
· Learning of racial (and ethnic) identities follows similar pattern 
· Racial socialization includes all of the ways parents shape their children’s learning and understanding of race and of race relations (Hughes and Johnson) 
· This type of socialization is also a repetitive process: typically, ideas and beliefs about race and ethnicity, or particular racial and ethnic groups, are communicated numerous times through social interaction 
Class Socialization 
· Has important impact on children’s upbringing and important long-term effects on their lives 
· In this process, parents communicate their life experiences —esp, their experiences in workplace and feelings about their position in society 
· By shaping child’s values and perceptions, this class socialization affects their future goals and ambitions (generally middle class and immigrant families attach highest importance to independence and hard work) 
· Thorstein Veblen (classic theorist): remarked a century ago on likeness between poorest and richest members of society (neither was part of contest for success; only those in middle needed to mind their behaviour and mind their values) 
· Values like ambition and independence, responsibility and perseverance, are transformative: means by which families prepare children for transition to adulthood 
· Annette Lareau: middle-class American parents stress systematic cultivation of their children; working class and poor families prefer to accomplish natural growth 
· Parents also shape children’s views about inequality
· Through news media, social networks, and school and community volunteer activities, adolescents learn active citizenship, and in this way, develop morally to a much higher degree than their classmates 
Arlie Hochschild
· Read writings of C. Wright Mills’s argument in White Collar, which states that under capitalism we ‘sell our personality’ 
· This shaped Hochschild’s own thinking about so-called emotion work 
· Hochschild’s thesis: all the ways humans feel and express emotions are largely social 
· Culture teaches us both what we can feel and what we should feel 
· Thus, we follow ‘feeling rules’ just as we follow other rules of behaviour  (we are guided by cultural and social norms) 
· Based on these observations, she developed theory of ‘emotional labour’ —work in which someone must develop the ‘right’ emotion in themselves and encourage the client to also feel the ‘right’ emotion 
· Describes flight attendants’ emotional training in The Managed heart (1983); as service sector becomes increasingly important in North American economy, and number of service jobs grows emotional labour increases as well  
· Even in our private lives (even in our deepest emotional lives) we are pushed and pulled by social norms 
· Melissa Milkie used Hochschild’s concept of the ‘second shift’ to study employment and domestic workloads of mothers with full-time jobs outside the home 
· Particularly looked at how these women (‘focal mothers’) used their time and respond to time pressures differently than do fathers and mothers not working full-time outside of home  
· Found that total workload of a focal mother exceeds that of her partner by about 10 days a year 
· Uhde looks at the social inequality associated with jobs in caregiving 
· He sees the need to recognize and ensure justice for many immigrant women caregivers, who are subject to exploitation in a global capitalist system 
· Emotional burnout is one result of doing heavy emotional work (Hochschild) 
· In a study of Japanese care workers, Mitsuhashi finds that among those workers who have internalized their role as emotional labourers, burnout is most likely to happen when they are unable to do emotional work, rather than when they do it 
· Thus, paradoxically, internalizing emotional role can prevent burnout 
· Hansen and Andersen explore the attitudes and circumstances that influence a person’s decision to work when they are unwell  
· They look at Danish workers, who are just as likely to go to work (‘sickness presence’) as they are to stay at home (‘sickness absence’) when sick 
· Those who place high priority on work feel comfortable at work, or see absence as a weakness also tend toward sickness presence 
· In The Managed Heart, Hochschild explores how service workers’ emotions are commodified, and thus how workers are harmed, and in this way, echoes Marx’s theory of worker alienation 
· Ozkaplan asserts that study of care labour, and thus emotional labour, can be considered a sociology of women’s work 
· Emotional labour (or ‘emotional intelligence’) is treated as a commodity in our society 
· Study by Hesmondhalgh and Baker (2008) examines emotional labour of a television program research team 
· Like workers in other jobs, they develop unique ways of dealing with stresses, through a frank recognition of problems and a shared negotiation of solutions 
· Blakely looks at emotional aspects of a different kind of work —wedding planning 
· Draws on Hochschild’s research to look at how feminism relates to buying and selling of such services, and how a wedding planner can help women balance their private and work lives 
· Paradox is that capitalism, an exploitive system that promotes consumerism, makes it necessary for working women to need the service wedding planners provide; but it also guarantees (through market mechanisms) that these women will get what they need if they outsource the wedding-planning process 
New Insights 
· Another aspect of discussion of family instability concerns divorce and single parenting 
· Boney surveys major studies of effects of divorce and identifies a male-focused bias in studies that negatively portray divorced single parents and their families 
· Postmodern studies, on the other hand, are more likely to present positive effects of divorce, and suggest it is possible to raise children well in families that differ from traditional model 
Chapter 12: Schools and Formal Education 
· Today education is considered the right of every child (clearly expressed in United Nations’ Millennium Development Goals) 
· Credentialism: the rising need for ever more sophisticated educational qualifications, is an increasingly prominent trend in today’s labour markets 
· Education also delivers societal values; it is a form of primary socialization 
· Education also increases people’s ability to understand current events and public debates, enabling them to form sound opinions and react accordingly 
· In the study of education (a process designed to develop one’s general capacity for thinking critically, as well as a capacity for self-understanding and self-reliance), some researchers stress importance of socio-economic inequality while others stress importance of values and aspirations 
· To break the cycle of disadvantage, many societies around the world have tried to base educational systems strictly on merit, and to make high quality education available to everyone 
· In a purely meritocratic system (doesn’t exist), opportunities like admission to a prestigious school are allocated strictly according to merit measured objectively (ie, grades) 
· Because of limited resources, educational institutions are obliged to battle one another for resources 
· Schools are also the battleground over curriculum: argue about what should be required and what should be optional 
Ways of looking at… Education 
· Functionalists: focus on manifest and latent functions of education in our society and the degree to which schools as currently formed fulfill these functions 
· They focus on human capital functions of education: on improving abilities of workers to bring significant value to their jobs and workplaces through their knowledge and skills 
· Critical Theorists: have often focused on latent functions of education (ie, studied the role of schools in warehousing unemployed and possibly unemployable young people, esp during times of high unemployment) 
· Have studied ways schools keep young people ‘off the streets’
· Have also studied schools as a source of hidden curriculum (lessons not normally considered part of academic curriculum) that teaches students their ‘proper’ place in society according to their gender and their social class 
· Critical theory states job of schools is not to give students ‘human capital and skills’ but rather to train them in patient obedience (the essential qualification for most non-professional work in our society) 
· Symbolic interactionists: schools also teach students how to dress and behave, as befits their social role as girl or boy, middle-class or working-class person 
· Thus, much of our socialization as adults, including professional socialization, begins at school 
· However, increasingly, institutions of higher education (universities) are taking on new social role, not so much concerned with education as they are with research, also known as ‘knowledge production’ and ‘knowledge translation’ 
Classic Studies: The Academic Revolution 
· Christopher Jencks and David Riesman’s book The Academic Revolution (1968) looks at historical ties between schools and societies, and examines evolving role of higher education in modern, post-industrial society 
· Reflecting bureaucratization of American society, colleges and universities have been transformed from cohesive, often small and localized units into a single national system of higher training 
· Lacking these characteristics, a college/university would be labelled sub-par 
· Thus, to escape shame of such labels, universities have struggled to increase research (and research funding), decrease undergraduate teaching, and raise international profile 
· Result is a hierarchy of research universities struggling against one another for top faculty, top students, and increased funding from gov’t and the key research agencies 
· Jencks and Riesman claim that professors shape academic ‘revolution’ by promoting meritocracy (any system of rule or advancement where rewards are strictly proportioned to accomplishment and all people have same opportunity to win these rewards) and favouring a national or even international orientation in admission process 
· They note this revolution has been met with resistance in many quarters, which they characterize as ‘generational war’ 
· Among those opposed to this academic revolution are youth who resent adult authority, the locals who resent foreign students, the religious who resent secular education, and the social elite who resent upward social mobility from lower classes 
· They also credit problems of students from wealthy backgrounds gaining entry to top colleges and universities to the unequal structure of American society, and propose that greater energies be directed to making American society more equal 
· Social importance of research universities has been examined in a new book by Jonathan Cole, The Great American University: Its Rise to Preeminence, Its Indispensable National Role, Why It Must be Protected
· Cole stresses the social values that underlie work of a research university and the social and economic structures — ie, peer review and funding institutions—that underlie them 
· In particular, research universities have been an important source of scientific research and technological innovation 
· Compared to US situation, conditions in Canada are somewhat similar and somewhat different 
· First, Canada has a much smaller system of colleges and universities 
· Second, there is a much smaller range of inequality among Canada’s colleges and universities, due to greater regulation and stricter accreditation 
· Currently in Canada, nearly half of a university’s operating costs are paid by student tuitions, and the proportion has risen steadily over past 30 years 
· A recent book criticizing this is higher Education? How Colleges Are Wasting Our Money and Failing our Kids—And What We Can Do About It by Andrew Hacker 
· He criticizes backbreaking tuition fees and injustice of labour system (tenured and tenure-track professors earn most of money and benefits while non-tenure-track adjuncts do most of teaching)  
· ‘marginal colleges’: the local, black, religious, and women’s colleges (Jencks and Riesman criticized these colleges) 
Educational Inequalities 
· Schools have played important part in lives of disadvantaged people, often levelling the playing field 
· Women and racial minorities are doing much better educationally than in past (in 2003, 60 per cent of people graduating with Canadian university degree were women) 
· Continuing gender differences (in salary and rank) reported each year with regularity reflect not a failure of education system, but reluctance of women to enter and compete in higher-paid male venues  
· Women continue, disproportionately, to apply to traditionally female-dominated programs like teaching and social work
· Though some assert ‘different structures of opportunities within higher education continue to perpetuate gender inequalities in labour market’ (Andres and Adamuti-Trache), we know that self-selection continues to play largest part in determining what happens to men and women at school and after graduation 
· Many racial and ethnic groups in Canada have experience increases in educational attainment 
· In part, these increases occurred through selection of highly educated immigrants, not necessarily by minority groups advancing within educational system 
· A discouraging factor to foreign graduates is unacceptability of many foreign credentials to Canadian employers and often-unnecessary requirement of Canadian working experience 
· Aboriginal groups, by contrast, continue to be under-represented in Canadian colleges and universities 
· To some degree, this reflects general disadvantage from harmful legacy of residential schooling and discriminatory educational policies 
· Also reflects social, cultural and economic factors that continue to hinder many minority students, esp those from rural or small-town origins and lower socio-economic status 
· A shortage of social and cultural capital reduces likelihood of seeking and gaining higher education 
· Educational achievement are more common among Aboriginals who live in or near cities as opposed to those who live on reserves 
· Children from poorer socio-economic backgrounds are generally less likely to gain higher education 
· This inequality in educational attainment begins early in life 
· To some degree, perhaps only a small one, the failure to continue on to post-secondary education reflects cultural failure—the failure of our culture to support and encourage high education aspirations, esp among poor and rural native-born people 
· Another contributor may be stupefying effect of ‘youth culture’ 
Classic Studies: The Adolescent Society 
· First sociologist to look at shift from families to schools (where young people learn about the world) and the effects of this shift was James S. Coleman 
· Study was based on a survey of US high school students at nine Midwestern schools 
· It studies adolescent popularity and finds that, for teenagers and young adults, academic achievement means nothing and looking good means everything 
· He argues that teenaged subculture is largely separate from adult world (has distinct set of values and its own social system of power and prestige) 
· Adolescent way of thinking is dysfunctional for society, b/c it discourages academic ambition and undermines preparation of students for workforce where knowledge is critical 
· He asserts that social changes associated with industrialization have separated adolescents from adults, leading them to seek approval from age peers in whose company they spend most of their time at school 
· These ‘frivolous’, non-adult values were seen by group as a part of their identity 
· However, we can read book not only as a critique of American adolescents, but also as a hidden critique of American culture and society 

Ability Grouping or Streaming 
· Some schools minimize or control variation between students by segregating different ‘kinds’ of students 
· One common type of segregation: ability grouping or ‘tracking’ or ‘streaming’ 
· First, it ensures best students receive most challenging and enriched education 
· Second, less-gifted students are spared humiliation of struggling with tough materials and competitions against gifted students 
· Three main types of ability grouping: 
· 1st, called ‘ability grouping’ (common in elementary classrooms), is dividing students according to their differential ability to handle new materials (ie, as ‘slow’, ‘average’, and ‘advanced’ readers) 
· 2nd type is termed ‘setting’, in which different classes exist in each subject, and students are assigned to classes that cover the ground more or less rapidly, according to ability in that particular subject (‘honours’, ‘academic’, ‘applied’; or ‘general’ or vocational’) 
· 3rd type referred to as ‘tracking’ or ‘streaming’, students move as a block from one class to another, taking all classes within a certain level (such as all classes at the ‘general’ level; sometimes a class like this that moves around together to different courses is called a ‘core group’ 
· Streaming does all of following: allows pupils to advance according to abilities; adapts instructional techniques to needs of the group; and reduces failures and helps to preserve interest and incentive 
· Most appealing argument for streaming is it is less likely to confront students with their inadequacy in comparison to those who are more able 
· Some arguments against tracking: 
· Slow pupils need presence of able students to stimulate and encourage them 
· A stigma attached to low sections or classes will discourage pupils in this category 
· Sometimes tracking may even unnecessarily trap young people and prevent their advancement if abilities are not accurately assessed 
· Teachers are often unable, or do not have time, to specify work for different levels of ability (so, high-ability classes or groups receive more work rather than different work) 
· Also, there is evidence that streaming/tracking reproduces existing social inequalities 
· Minority and lower-class students are more likely to end up in lowest streams b/c they are more likely to present a lower school readiness
· However, they have often not been socialized to be ambitious and do not have same resources and experiences as students from higher socio-economic background 
· Also, low-stream students tend to receive instruction that is slower-paced, of lower quality, and even different from that available to higher-track students 
· They also have less knowledge of how their society works and less faith in their ability to influence their own lives (school fails them) 
Segregation or Distance in Schools 
· Not all students have same educational experience, in some cases due to attending unconventional schools 
· Eg. Currently there is a move in Toronto, Boston, and other North American cities to create special schools for children of certain racial backgrounds (ie, ‘black schools’ where some believe black students will do better than in the mixed-race public system) 
· However, such single-race (single-gender, or single-anything) schools minimize contact among students from different backdrops or different demographics, which decreases familiarity with different groups 
· As well, segregated schools limit public visibility and accountability 
· At the extreme, this makes children in segregated schools more vulnerable to harm and neglect associated with total institutions
· Some choose to home-school their children 
· Do not want their children ‘brainwashed’; want them to ‘think for themselves’ 
· Some choose home-schooling b/c they do not want their children to be exposed to ideas of multiculturalism and equality of all people, or to secular, scientific ideas that disagree with preferred religious beliefs 
· Some choose to isolate children from opposite sex
· Segregation has the social effect of separating people from others who are different socially in some ways 
· In this way, likely to increase suspicion and distrust, or at the least, fail to build competence and familiarity in dealing with people who are different 

Classic Studies: Crestwood Heights
· A family may also influence the mental health of its children 
· John R. Seeley created this classic book based on his study of a Toronto neighbourhood (Forest Hill community) in mid twentieth century 
· Studied significant local institutions and the strains and conflicts in both the family and the community 
· Seeley’s goal was to study ‘the culture of the child under pressures for conformity’ (a study of education, but also a study of childhood aimed at understanding culture of the child, his values, his goals in life, and his problems) 
· Similar to Coleman’s study of adolescent society and the socio-psychological impact of membership in that ‘society’ 
· Every parent wants a ‘trophy child’—a child to be proud of 
· Seeley finds these parents are a mixture of some ‘old money’ and many ‘new money’—successful and upwardly mobile people (businesspeople or professionals) 
· To them, careers are the priority and career success is important 
· For them, children are a consumer durable (like a car or home) that speaks volumes about aspirations, wealth, power, and ‘classiness’ of the parent 
· As industrial society increasingly bureaucratizes, child-rearing values shift from a stress on individual achievement, independence, and competition to a stress on co-operation, direction by others, and a submergence of the individual in the group 
· However, often the values schools promote are just an extension of values already promoted by parents, stressing ambition and advancement (esp among higher socio-economic backgrounds) 
· Hence, children internalize the notion that educational credentials give people a foothold in middle class
· Other factors matter too such as social capital (valuable social connections) and cultural capital (knowledge of ‘high culture’) 
Abuse or Violence in Schools 
· Source of increased concern today: bullying 
· With evolution of Internet, much bullying has become psychological 
· Bullies terrorize their victims whether physically, emotionally, or socially 
· Goal of bullying is to humiliate —to humbled—another person  
· In some cases, bullies are merely imitating their parents’ own social behaviour
· Bullies show aggression to many people: not only peers and siblings, but also to parents and teachers 
· Victims also have certain definable characteristics 
· Many display anxiety, low self-esteem, and depression 
· As victims get older, are less likely to be victims of bullies (but may continue to be victimized) 
· Peers tend to support bully, rather than the victim; this support helps reinforce bully’s power and his/her own social standing 
· Bullying is embedded in social norms and values common to a whole community 
· Rooted in group culture, bullying focuses on certain culturally supported stereotypes and prejudices 
The Integrating Power of Schools 
· Schools help to integrate people by teaching them how to live with one another 
· In particular, helps to wean students away from parents and draw them closer to their peers 
· Peers we meet at school are much more varied than our parents and siblings and often hold different values 
· Cultural norms in adolescence often invite a rejection of family life, in favour of popularity and ‘fitting in’ 
· However as we grow older, usually reintegrate into family 
· Schools contribute to evolution of independence and integration 
· 1st, they bring together large numbers of young people, providing opportunity to communicate and interact easily 
· 2nd, most children want to make friends, going to school is a great opportunity 
· Psychoanalyst Erik Erikson: we all grow up following a predictable human life cycle made up of eight stages of development 
· At each stage, we face a specific task; successful completion allows us to achieve a certain goal, and failure to do so results may stall us at a developmental stage, unable to move forward 
· In Erikson’s Stage 4 (from 6-12 years old; also called latency stage), children learn many new skills, developing sense of industry and competence 
· Also develop socially and may develop problems of self-esteem (most significant relationships are with their school, neighbourhood, and peer group) 
· Stage 5 (12-19 years old) development comes to depend mainly on what they do, not on what others do to them 
· Ultimate goal at this stage is to discover who they are as individuals, separate from families of origin and as full members of a larger society 
· To distance themselves from families, many adolescents deny or ignore family responsibilities, which Erikson calls a ‘moratorium’ or temporary standstill in child-family relations 
· Schools are a primary site of peer socialization 
James S. Coleman 
· Influential figure in sociology of education 
· He and several colleagues conducted one of largest studies in history— surveying over 150,000 students—to report on equality in education in US 
· Their report, Equality of Educational Opportunity, known as the ‘Coleman Report’ contends that student achievement does not depend on school funding, but rather on a student’s background and socio-economic circumstances 
· Report’s findings indicated that black students of lower socio-economic backgrounds would do better academically in racially mixed schools 
· Message: move students to white schools, don’t send more funds to black schools; set in motion the trend to desegregation 
· Many white parents withdrew their children from mixed schools: the ‘white flight’ phenomenon 
· Was interested in ways schooling provided students with cultural capital—knowledge of class-significant information—and social capital—densely connected networks of relations  
· Lillbacka finds evidence for four possible indicators of a person’s social capital: (1) interpersonal trust, (2) a strong social network, (3) self-confidence, and (4) belonging to voluntary associations 
· To clarify social capital concept, Barnett (2005) tests Coleman’s ‘Catholic school effect’—the hypothesis that Catholic schools instill more social capital in their students than do public schools, and therefore these students perform better academically 
· Barnett’s results show Catholic-schooled students do have more social capital but this does not translate into differences in academic achievement 
· Ethnic minorities, esp immigrants, benefit from what Raymond Breton called ‘institutional completeness’ 
· Argument is that students benefit from integration into their ethnic group and benefit from high educational aspirations (benefit most from an interaction of the two: when integration into ethnic group supports high educational aspirations) 
· Educational benefits of social capital depend on particular ethnic group and its range of cultural ‘investments’ 
· Theories about academic achievement, therefore, must address ways culture, social structures and socio-economic status interact to yield sometimes unexpected outcomes 
· Bonikowski (2004) asserts that stratification studies like these have not considered effect of curriculum on academic outcomes 
· Curriculum design, for its part, is influenced by political, economic, and organizational forces that may perpetuate social inequalities, regardless of the ‘openness’ of the admissions process 
· Elster offers a more fundamental criticism: states that Coleman’s work is dogmatic and neglects some important variables to focus on the impact of others 
· It also grows out of ‘rational choice theory’, a theoretical approach that assumes people will act rationally to maximize well being (‘social capital’ is something that is ‘invested’ for maximum gain in a supposedly conscious, seemingly rational way)
· Lindenberg alleges that Coleman did very little institutional design in this work 	
· Coleman proved unable to describe what new forms of institutions might take their place (a more complex theory is needed in applied work) 
· Nevertheless, Coleman deserves a place in our comprehensive, fusion approach to sociology b/c he typifies the highest positivist/scientific rigour in his work 
· He brings us back to basic, important questions about ways society works; also to the way we train our children, and in doing so, distribute social disadvantage 
New Insights 
· Scott writes about Chris Searle, who calls his brand of teaching ‘resistance education’—a way of teaching awareness and freedom to working class
· Klugkist (2009) describes how telling personal stories can help people ‘rewrite the self’ 
· By telling stories, can learn more about themselves and how their school experience led them to re-imagine lives beyond their ‘boundaries’ 
· Regarding violence in schools, psychologist would look at reasons why school children might become violent, while sociologist would consider whether a lack of cultural attachment and involvement were to blame 









Chapter 13: Churches and Religion 
Chapter Outline 
· Sociologists are interested in how people act out their religious beliefs in everyday life and how these beliefs affect interactions with others and with society 
· They are concerned with how certain beliefs are legitimized and who in society controls this process 
· Macrosociological perspective: interested in rise and fall of religions, and persistence of certain religions over centuries and even millennia; and are interested in effects of these long-lived belief systems on other belief systems: political, economic, or cultural 
· Stance of sociology: religion is (merely) a social phenomenon, one of many products of social life that play an important role in society’s functioning 
· Marx: viewed it as a form of socially organized self-deception and a way that people (esp, the ruling classes) disguise their exploitation of the masses 
· Durkheim: on the other hand, viewed religion as an opportunity for group celebration (content of religion is less important than opportunity it presents to express social solidarity in ritualized forms) 
· Weber: viewed religion as a set of beliefs that give life meaning and purpose 
· Celebrations are changing: this change process often called secularization, we continue to see separation between religion and politics and between sacred private beliefs and secular public practices 
· Over last few centuries, economic growth accompanied rationalization of society and accumulation of scientific knowledge (religion lost much of its social relevance in the West during this period)
· Historically, most religious institutions (esp those in Judeo-Christian and Islamic traditions) have been patriarchal
Ways of Looking at… Religion 
· Emile Durkheim was concerned with religion’s role in promoting social solidarity 
· Concluded that religion has power to bring people together 
· Also noted religion perpetuates social solidarity by continually reaffirming people’s shared values
· His analysis of religion focuses on importance of forms
· Karl Marx viewed religion largely as a form of social control and therefore as a cause of conflict 
· Believed religion is part of the dominant ideology of society—a set of values that benefit groups that exercise most power in society 
· Spoke of religion as the ‘opiate of the masses’, making them submissive, uncritical, and easily manipulated 
· Max Weber focused on subjective meaning and personal experience of religion 
· Believed people have an inner need to understand world as ‘meaningful’
· Was especially interested in way religious doctrines shape people’s world views; also, how their world views shape their secular behaviour 
· In his book The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism, he discussed connections between rise of capitalism and rise of Protestantism 
· The values conducive to capitalism—a strong work ethic, strong character formation, sobriety and thrift, the organization and rationalization of work practices, and striving towards successful business endeavours were all congruent with Calvinist (part of Protestantism) belief
· Weber’s analysis of religion focuses on importance of values 
Classic Studies: The Elementary Forms of Religious Life (Emile Durkheim)
· This work focused on role of religion in social life: his goal was to understand universality of religion, and to do so, needed to understand its emergence in most ‘primitive’ societies 
· He studied phenomenon of totemism, the use of natural objects and animals to symbolize spirituality 
· Small pre-literate societies adopt these objects as emblems (in itself meaningless; serves as a symbol that unites all members of society with a common belief, leading to social solidarity) to symbolize their faith in a higher power 
· Around these totemic objects, rituals and ceremonies are enacted 
· They reinforce group solidarity and shared group beliefs in the society 
· They connect people, providing a chance to escape everyday life, which Durkheim called, ‘profane’ life—into a higher ‘sacred’ plane of experience
· However, the meaning behind these totemic objects and rituals lie only in the social cohesion they create, maintain, and celebrate 
· For Durkheim, religion expresses a collective consciousness, the sum of people’s individual consciousness and a shared way of understanding the world 
· In his earlier classic work The Division of Labour in Society, he recognized that a diverse organic society would be torn apart by religious tensions if the old, homogeneous ways of connecting with divinity remained 
· A diverse organic society (ie, urban industrial society) would need a form of humanism: a worldview that lets people connect with one another around their common humanity, and not around specific religious beliefs, as was the case with mechanical solidarity 
· Durkheim concluded that influence of traditional religion would decline as society modernized and scientific thinking would replace religious thinking 

Definitional Problems 
· ‘religion’ is hard to define, since it encompasses many concepts connected to spirituality and faith, and may mean different things to different people
· As first approximation, McGuire suggests we can distinguish between substantive definitions and functional definitions of religion 
· Substantive definitions focus on what religion is, and what does and does not count as religion
· Examine a religion’s core elements, including belief in a higher being and supernatural forces 
· Functional definitions focus describe what religion does for an individual or a social group
· Describe how religion provides a sense of connectedness between people, while often also creating strife between religious dominations 
· However, sociological theories of religion can contain both types of definition 
· Eg. According to Durkheim, social life could be divided into sacred and profane (secular) parts, and religion resided in the sacred part 
· Distinction between sacred and profane activities defines religion substantively 
· Religious observance is about shifting people’s consciousness, through use of strange sights, sounds, and chemicals to help them plug into sacred, transcendent truths 
· Eg. Catholic’s wine vs cranberry juice; latter has no ‘sacred’ effect 
· Westerners have tended to rely on Judeo-Christian tradition to define what a religion is (substantive definition) and what it does (functional definition) 
· Distinction between organized religion and spirituality—the separation of public and private religious belief 
· Organized religion: a set of social institutions; groups, buildings, resources and so on 
· Spirituality: a set of beliefs that, though shared, may not be enacted with other people 
· There is a bias that organized, communal religion is more central to ‘religion’ than private, spiritual devotion 
· Goldenberg recognizes this bias and states that to many sociologists ‘religions look remarkably like what Christians think of as religion’  (recognizing this bias is the first step in a movement toward a more inclusive view of religion in sociology) 


Religion in Canada Today 
· Recently reported in The Globe and Mail, Canadians rank highly among people of the world in terms of their charitable giving; research reveals those give more to charity tend to be happier than those who do not
· The most charitable societies, located mainly in Oceania and northwestern Europe, tend to be the most affluent, best educated, and most socially progressive societies: New Zealand, Australia, Sweden, Norway, etc 
· Evidently there is a commitment to social equality and social altruism that makes people happy when they give to charity 
· Correlation between charity and happiness may be similar to correlation between religion and happiness: highly religious people tend to report being happier than less religious people 
· Science is concerned only with finding laws of nature, while religion—spirituality, more generally, by contrast is concerned with promoting ethical and charitable behaviour, and with transcendent goals: in Christian formulation religion is about ‘faith, hope, and charity’ 
· Historically, Christianity was Canada’s dominant religion, and remains so today 
· About 80 per cent of Canadians still identify themselves as ‘Christian’ 
· A useful indicator of religiosity in Canada is called the ‘religiosity index’ which includes four dimensions of religiosity: affiliation, attendance, personal practices, and (stated) importance of religion 
· According to this measure, 40% of Canadians have a low degree of religiosity, 31% moderate, and 29% a high degree 
· Religiosity varies demographically: highest among older people, women, and people from religious families 
· Religiosity may become harder to measure as religious diversity increases 
· Fraction of non-Christian religious groups has steadily risen with arrival of many more immigrants with diverse religious backgrounds 
· 41% of immigrants between 1982 and 2001 had high degree of religiosity, compared to 26% of the people born in Canada
· Those with highest levels of religiosity come from South Asia and those with lowest levels from East Asia and western and northern Europe  (secularization most marked in Europe) 
Religion vs. Science: The Debate of the Modern Era 
· Our society is often called a secular society; people today are less religiously inclined
· Most today characterize our society as being a technological, scientific, or (Weber called it) a rational-legal society
· These terms refer to a society in which people are ‘disenchanted’ or demystified about the natural world, and disinclined to explain natural phenomena by invoking supernatural causes, relying instead on scientific observation, reasoning, and evidence 
· Science-religion debate goes back several centuries to the Enlightenment of the 17th and 18th centuries; continued into 20th century and included topics such as Darwin’s theory of evolution 
· Darwin’s thinking posed significant challenge to credibility of Christian belief in a literal interpretation of the Old Testament 
· Science is a cultural and social orientation toward search for knowledge 
· Advances in technology rest on empirical research that obeys the norms of science identified by Robert Merton as ‘CUDO’: communalism, universalism, disinterest, and organized skepticism
· Science advances by (somewhat combative) peer review 
· Also advances by independent, unbiased research, a public debate of finds, and application of universal criteria of judgment 
· Most important, science demands organized skepticism; all scientific claims are critically evaluated and all conclusions are considered ‘tentative’, awaiting disproof 
· By contrast, religion is not expected to ‘advance’ since based on timeless revealed truths 
· Religious debates are rarely public and are often carried out ‘internally’
· Religions do not encourage organized skepticism; are built on faith 
· However, religions vary in flexibility and adaptability 
· Eg, use of hadiths in Islam, which are saying and beliefs attributed to Mohammed that were not written into the Koran, but are known to us through later scholars
· However, Islamic societies differ in their social, political and economic sophistication; as a result, has historically made use of hadiths to allow flexibility in ‘interpretation’ of the Koran 
· Institutional inflexibility poses huge problem to survival of traditional religions 
· Eg. Catholicism’s inflexible views about birth control, abortion, and premarital sex 
· Science is forward-looking, while religion is backward-looking  
· By comparison, science has no important role in creating social solidarity 
· Also, institutionally, religions are committed to creating and preserving order, while sciences are committed to creating and fomenting skepticism and (in that sense) disorder 
· New area of research ‘science studies’ studies scientific and technological human practices through methods of sociology 
· Drawing in part on Thomas Kuhn’s important work The Structure of Scientific Revolutions, scholars in this area examine norms and values, called paradigms, which define what constitutes acceptable theoretical and experimental behaviour in the sciences 
· Following certain paradigm shifts, there is a return to ‘normal science’ which is premised on a set of prevailing beliefs about how nature works, and how nature should be studied 
· The theory argues that science is sometimes orderly and sometimes disorderly 
· Conventional science, for long periods, is orderly; by contrast, brief and infrequent paradigm shifts are disordering 
· This makes science more like religion, in its conventional orderliness 
· Process Kuhn describes is very much like what Max described in connection with his study of religious and political movements 
· Weber observes that periods of cultural and social disruption—paradigm shifts—are typically set off by charismatic leadership; afterward, cultural and social order is re-established through routinization of charisma, that is, a return to conventional, institutionalized social life 
· In short, in both religious institutions and scientific institutions we find alternation between upheaval and convention (or routine)
Classic Studies: Civilization and its Discontents 
· Sigmund Freud argues religion is little more than a symptom of neurosis, and God is an illusion that people are unable to shed, generation after generation 
· His theory of the unconscious; in short, Freud hypothesizes that we are all driven by buried desires and wishes of which we are unconscious (ie, sexual desires that we struggle to control and repress) 
· Humanity, repressed by civilized social rules, experiences constant sense of frustration and bitterness 
· Freud sees monotheistic Judeo-Christian tradition as means of atonement for collective guilt 
· Freud’s theory asks us to assume a lot about individual psychology 
· No one can see unconscious; thus almost impossible to refute his theory with empirical evidence 
Idea of Secularization 
· Durkheim and Freud both believed that eventually people would find a secular substitute for religion 
· Saw secularization, the steadily dwindling influence of religion in public life, as a positive development—Durkheim b/c it denoted growth in tolerant diversity, Freud b/c it denoted a drop in repression 
· Secularization theory argues that many formerly powerful religious institutions have lost their influence in society, and this is largely true 
· at present, religion, esp Christianity, remains embedded in our society, ensuring that it is not completely secular 
· yet many more people find religion irrelevant to their daily lives 
· most dramatic example of secularization in Quebec in 20th century 
· historically, Roman Catholic Church played significant role in Quebec society: esp in protecting traditional French-Canadian Catholic values and lifestyles against assimilation 
· in the 1960s, however, church attendance fell significantly, marking Quebec’s Quiet Revolution which eliminated Church influence in provincial politics 
· Scholars who studied secularization within Western industrial societies found three common features that lead toward, or are associated with secularization: social differentiation, societalization, and rationalization 
· Social differentiation: process by which society becomes increasingly complex and diverse; church is no longer central to daily living, but became merely one institution among many 
· Societalization: refers to the way people increasingly connect to an abstract ‘society’, and not to a concrete community in which every person knows everyone else; interaction within this society leaves little room for religion, which people increasingly view as personal and marginal to their lives 
· Rationalization: an effort to explain the world through logical interpretation of empirical evidence 
Civil Religion 
· Civil religion: represents an interesting mid-point between secular and sacred approaches to life; this way, challenges assertion that social change is simple and one-way: namely from religious faith to secular reasoning 
· Is a celebration of the state, a celebration of everyday life, complete with imposing beliefs, rituals, and sacred objects 
· Most important and widespread version of this religion: nationalism 
· In the US and elsewhere, nationalistic principles were often linked to religious beliefs, to a belief in American exceptionalism and the sense that America was God’s beacon to humanity 
· According to Robert Bellah, events like the Super Bowl provide an ethical framework for cohesiveness apart from any specific religion 
New Religious Movements 
· NRMs, of which the Wiccans are an example, exist all over the world and have been gaining popularity 
· Some in NA and Europe are exploring their spirituality through practices based in the folk religions of Africa, America, and Europe 
· Aboriginal groups work to re-establish indigenous religions 
· However, field research has shown that these movements or cults are mainly groups of people who share similar views about the world 
· Are also not necessarily harmful 
· Ex of NRM in Canada: Susan Palmer studied Raelians, a Quebec-based UFO cult who believe in divine extraterrestrial beings and claim that they have successfully cloned a human being 
Religion in the Schools? 
· During 20th century, ideas about religious education changed, esp given increased immigration to NA 
· Teaching just one religion (Protestant Christianity) became less acceptable 
· To satisfy demands for fairness, public school system became completely secular 
· Few have done more to help understand survival and evolution of modern religion than Robert Bellah, who embraces both Durkheimian and Weberian traditions in his understanding of the topic 
Robert Bellah 
· All of Bellah’s work shows concern to see ‘social science as a moral inquiry. Sociology is a moral science, providing a critical reflection on the conditions of the societal projects we engage in as citizens’ 
· In his best-known book, Habits of the Heart (1985), he asserts that of the three founding cultural traditions of America—republicanism, biblical religion, and individualism—the third, individualism, prevents Americans from giving proper attention to the first two  
· By paying too much attention to their private lives, people pay too little attention to the public domain: to justice, equality, social responsibility, or spiritual matters 
· Roof draws on Bellah’s ‘American civil religion’ to examine how Americans use myths to form their national identity, and how these myths have influenced the discourse of American presidents from 1980-2008 
· The ‘public faiths’ of the US, which combine religious and political ideology, approximate the ‘civil religion’ to varying degrees and in different ways, with a clear trend toward religious nationalism 
· In short, they present us with a picture of religion that is both nationalistic and transcendent, sacred and profane 
· All religion, even civil religion, continues to be under attack by various forces, including secularism, consumerism, and immigration 
· Hecht draws on both Bellah’s ‘civil religion’ and the work of Will Herberg to develop concepts of ‘passive pluralism’ and ‘active pluralism’, by looking at the eruv, or ritual public space, established by Orthodox Jewish community in LA 
· ‘Passive pluralism’ was historically the norm in US; mainline religions dominated public space 
· This is now giving way to ‘active pluralism’, due to new patterns in immigration that have their roots in the 1965 changes to Immigration Act
· Given importance of religious socialization in competing groups, Copen and Silverstein (2007) explore how religious values and beliefs are communicated from parents to their children 
· This happens in three ways: explicitly teaching beliefs and values—socialization; living out their religion as role models—social training; and placing their children in social and economic situations that reinforce their world view—status inheritance
· An understanding of connection between religion and social cohesion goes back to work in 19th century by Ferdinand Tonnies 
· Tonnies clarified modern conflict (between focus of traditional religions on community solidarity and competing claims of individualism, secularism, and consumerism) in his analysis of community and society 
· Today sociological debate around social cohesion still involves clarifying connection between ‘me and us’, the individual and the community 
· In principle, religion should be able to play a part in strengthening community sentiments, but religion can promote individualistic acquisitiveness 
· Kantian approach was fundamental to Max Weber’s later view of the relationship between asceticism and capitalism  
· In developing his concept of expressive revolution, Parsons followed Durkheim in studying individualism as a major transformation of society 
· Parson’s sociology of religion did not subscribe to secularization thesis, but instead saw American liberalism as fulfilling Protestant individualism 
· Robert Bellah belongs in a comprehensive, fusion approach to sociology b/c he adopts a multi-method, cross-national, and historical approach to understanding people’s belief systems, and the way these beliefs support or undermine communal life  
· Viewed from one angle, Bellah’s goal is to promote more social attachment, and in this way, health and satisfaction 
· Also embodies sociological tradition of social cohesion that began with Tonnies and Durkheim  
