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Lecture #1

Notes:

· A paradigm is something that a community agrees upon: foundation for practices
· For very first assignment you will do a visual analysis of a work of art.
· Methodological paradigms
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Office hours: fri 12:30 to 1:30 uc 357 (make a left up a flight of stairs , your on the second floor and then go up the very narrow staircase)

What is art?

- communication
- expression
- pleasure
- institution

Common Components (PATRICK MAYNARD): 

- craft 
· within ancient greek culture there was no word for “art”, words like techne, and technites
· some had a public or ceremonial role
· Greek art was essentially narrative- told stories of gods or heroes- and normative (tells people how they should or shouldn’t behave)
· example: craft; charioteer from Delphi; sanctuary, 470 BCE, Bronze, life size
· 1st component: Richard Long. A Line Made by Walking, 1967 – doing something that someone else could do was somewhat the point
· 2nd component: mimesis: art is a mirror to nature and the world around us; artists try to make an accurate representation of what’s around us; as life-like as possible
· looking at the renaissance: Circle of Piero della Francesca, An Ideal Town, mid 15th century
· Interior Mihrab arch and mosaics, Cordoba Mosque, Spain, 961.

Expression

Abstraction in painting in the early twentieth century – Wassily, Kandinsky, Composition VII, 1913

Marcel Duchamp, Fountain, 1917 (upside down urinal) 

Institutional theory of Art: George Dickie: art is whatever artists say it is; art is whatever is in museums and galleries; art is art because its in a museum and not in a plumbing shop ; this theory deals more with where the art is coming from and not its qualities 

Another philosopher of art David Carrier, said that’s all fine, but the community decides what goes in the galleries and museums; there is a consensus

Another philosopher of art: Arthur Danto: said art is embodied meaning; art, colour, type of stroke and carving has meaning itself

Art historian: John Hatch: his definition of art is something that makes you think about what you’ve experienced in a way you haven’t before, or in a way you never have before. 

Jackson Pollock, Number 1A, 1948

One thing that is important in this course is what influenced these definitions, different approaches to art history (mythological paradigms) 
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