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COURSE DESCRIPTION
Crime and criminal justice are two of the most frequently talked about and yet least understood aspects of our society. As citizens, we are bombarded on a daily basis by media reports of increasingly violent crimes, by demands to put more police officers on our streets, and by calls for more punitive responses to criminal behaviour. At the same time, we are told that crime rates are actually on the decline, that more police officers do not necessarily reduce crime, and that prisons promote, rather than deter, criminal behaviour. 

This course is dedicated to exploring these tensions between the image and the reality of crime and criminal justice, thus providing students with a more accurate and critically informed understanding of the “crime problem” in Canadian society. One of the key themes that will be pursued throughout the course is that crime and criminal justice are social products, rather than objective facts. That is, they reflect the activities and interests of a number of different agencies and institutions—including the media, politicians, public interests groups, victims, the police, and the courts—all of which seek to promote their own interests by making claims about the nature of crime and criminality. Over the next twenty-four weeks we will explore these claims in detail and outline this process of social construction as it relates to four key topic areas: (1) the definition, measurement, and causes of criminal behaviour, (2) the effects of gender, age, class, and race on rates and perceptions of crime and the administration of criminal justice, (3) socially contested offenses such as drug use, prostitution, and corporate and white-collar crime, and (4) the impact of the media, advocacy groups, and the political process on representations of crime and the design of criminal justice policies. By challenging these claims and exposing the myths that underlie them, the course will lay the groundwork for a more sophisticated approach to the crime in Canada, one that is informed by criminological research and a concern for social justice, rather than speculation, hype, and hysteria.

This course is comprised of lectures and tutorials. Attendance is mandatory in both. Lectures are held Tuesdays 2:30pm-4:30pm. Please refer to the course schedule for the times and locations of individual tutorials.

COURSE OBJECTIVES
· Develop an appreciation for the myths and misconceptions that inform our understanding of crime, criminal behaviour, and effective crime control policies.

· Survey key topic areas in the field of criminology including gender and crime, youth and crime, morality and crime, and corporate and white-collar crime.

· Foster critical thinking skills.

· Develop effective note-taking, reading, research, and writing skills.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Texts

Students are expected to purchase the following course texts from the York University bookstore:

1.
Text: Kappeler et al. (2005) The Mythology of Crime and Criminal Justice. Fourth Edition.
2.
Reader: Williams, James (2013) Boundaries: Readings in Deviance, Crime, and Criminal Justice.
3.
Kit: Williams, James (2013) Introduction to Criminology Reading Kit. Toronto: York University Bookstore.
Evaluation

Your evaluation in this course is based on the following required elements:

1.
Mid-Year Exam




20%

2.
Research Paper 




30%

Proposal (10%)


Due in Class November 5, 2013

Final Paper (20%)


Due in Class March 11, 2014
3.
Final Exam




30%
4.
Tutorial





20%


Attendance (10%)


Participation (10%)


On-Line Tutorials (No Grade Assigned)

SCHEDULE OF TOPICS AND READINGS
FALL TERM

Part One – Introduction: Definition and Measurement of Crime

September 10, 2013


Introduction
September 17, 2013


Definition of Crime






What is a crime?






Are we all criminals?

Required


Text

Kappeler et al. (2005) “The Social Construction of Crime Myths” pp. 1-31


Kit
Gabor (1994) “Is Everyone Doing It?: The Extent of the Public’s Criminality and Dishonesty”
Objective: Overview of various approaches to the definition of crime. Emphasis will be placed on the social nature of crime definitions and their foundation within a variety of social and institutional interests—i.e. the media, government, social agencies, the police, and the public. The definition of crime will be framed in terms of a complex social process.

September 24, 2013


Measurement of Crime






How accurate are crime statistics?

How are crime statistics used and abused by various ‘claims-makers’?

Required

Text

Kappeler et al. (2005) “Crime Waves, Fears, and Social Reality” pp. 33-51


Kit

Haggerty (2001) “The Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics: The Organization and Critique of Crime Statistics”

Recommended


Text

Kappeler et al. (2005) “Myth and Fear of Missing Children” pp. 53-75




Kappeler et al. (2005) “Myth and Murder: The Serial Killer Panic” pp. 77-95
Objective: Extension of the social process model to the collection and use of crime statistics. Central themes will include: (1) the social production of crime rates through the decision-making of citizens, the police, and the courts; (2) the use and manipulation of official crime statistics by various groups and agencies; and (3) the role of different data collection methods in approximating the “dark figure” of crime.

Part Two - Theories of Crime and Delinquency
October 1, 2013


Individual Theories – Part I






Is there such a thing as a “psychopath”?







Do violent TV programs and video games cause crime?

Required

Kit

White et a. (2009) “Biological and Psychological Positivism”


Freedman, Jonathan L. (2002) “Villain or Scapegoat? Media Violence and Aggression”


Objective: Critical analysis of biological and psychological theories of crime and delinquency. It will be argued that, despite their popularity, these approaches are limited by their exclusive focus on the individual, and thus, their neglect of broader societal influences on criminal behaviour. We will explore the limits of biological and psychological theories through extended case studies of (1) psychopathy and the psychopathy checklist; and (2) violent video games and their impact on aggressive and violent behaviour among youth.
October 8, 2013
Individual Theories – Part II





Are criminals rational calculators?






How effective is deterrence as a crime control strategy?

Required

Reader
Clarke and Cornish (2001) “Rational Choice Perspective on Crime”




Feeney (1986) “Robbers as Decision-Makers”


Recommended


Text

Kappeler et al. (2005) “Capital Punishment: The Myth of Murder as Effective Crime Control” pp. 329-355
Objective: Critical overview of classical and rational choice theories of crime and delinquency. While the individual remains the focal point of these theories, the frame of reference shifts from biological and psychological abnormalities to rational choice as the primary driver of criminal behaviour. As with biological and psychological theories, these theories continue to be popular and attract the attention of politicians and the public—despite their lack of concern with the social causes of crime and delinquency. We will explore the implications of this oversight, and question the effectiveness of rationale choice policies such as deterrence and situational crime prevention.

October 15, 2013


Sociological Theories – Part I







What role do parents play in adolescent crime?







How do our friendships influence criminal behaviour ?

Required

Reader
Hirschi (1969) “A Control Theory of Delinquency”


Sutherland and Cressey (1970) “A Theory of Differential Association”


TBA

Lemert (1951) “Primary and Secondary Deviance”



Objective: Overview of what are commonly referred to as social process theories of crime. Here the focus shifts from the individual to society as the primary unit of analysis and emphasis is placed on the role of interpersonal relations and societal influences, rather than individual deficiencies or rational calculations, in the onset and termination of criminal behaviour. Key variables of interest include: parenting practices and family relationships, success in school, and relations with peer groups. Through their focus on nurture versus nature, social process theories offer a more sociological account of crime and delinquency.

October 22, 2013


Sociological Theories – Part II

How does the structure of our society impact criminal activity?

What is the relationship between economic inequality, crime, and criminal justice?


Required

Reader
Merton (1938) “Social Structure and Anomie”


Quinney (1980) “Class, State, and Crime”

Objective: While social process theories provide a valuable alternative to more individualistic approaches, they have been criticized for their neglect of broader structural influences on criminal behaviour. In this lecture we will review structural theories of crime that focus less on social processes and face-to-face interactions and more on variables such as class position, inadequate educational and employment opportunities, and urban decay. Adopting a conflict perspective, we will also assess the influence of power and social inequality on the definition of “crime” and the processing of “criminals” at the hands of the criminal justice system.
Part Three - Crime and Social Status

October 29, 2013


Gender and Crime – Part I







Are rates of female crime on the rise?






Are young girls becoming more violent?

Required

Kit

Comack (2006) “The Feminist Engagement with Criminology”




Chesney-Lind and Irwin (2008) “The New Bad Girl”

Objective: Analysis of the links between gender and crime with particular emphasis on the relationship between the perception and reality of “female crime.” While media reports suggest that female crime is on the rise and that women are becoming more violent, a very different picture emerges from the statistical evidence. We will explore these tensions between public perceptions and available research while reviewing a number of competing explanations for female criminality.
November 5, 2013


Gender and Crime – Part II





Why is violence against women so under-reported?
How effective is the criminal justice in responding to violence against women?

Required

Reader
Scully and Marolla (1984) “Convicted Rapists’ Vocabulary of Motives”


Kit

Comack and Belfour (2004) “Whacking the Complainant Hard”

Objective: Turning from the status of women as offenders to their position as victims, we will review research on violence against women and, more importantly, examine the role of patriarchal social relations and gender inequality in contributing to the "double" victimization of women—first at the hands of their abusers, and secondly at the hands of the criminal justice system. We will also explore the strong link between previous experiences with violence and victimization, and future criminal behaviour. Here violence against women emerges as an important cause of, and context for, female criminality.
November 12, 2013


Youth and Crime – Part I

Are kids becoming more violent?

Required

Reader
Burns and Crawford (1999) “School Shootings, the Media, and Public Fear: Ingredients for a Moral Panic”


Text

Kappeler et al. (2005) “Juvenile Superpredators: The Myth of Killer Kids, Dangerous Schools, and a Youth Crime Wave” pp. 215-233
Objective: Critical analysis of popular representations of youth crime in Canada. Despite recent surges in public concern with youth crime, and violent youth crime in particular, statistics reveal that youth crime is currently on the decline and that the vast majority of incidents are either non-violent or involve minor physical altercations. In examining this tension between perception and reality, and exposing the myths of the ‘juvenile superpredator,’ we will explore how the public concern with youth crime is largely attributable to media-driven moral panics that use a small number of high profile crimes in order to make very broad claims about the escalating problem of youth crime.
November 19, 2013


Youth and Crime – Part II

Are we too soft on youth crime in Canada?

Required


Kit

Roberts et al. (2003) “Juvenile Crime and Juvenile Justice”




Hartnagel (2004) “The Rhetoric of Youth Justice in Canada”
Objective: Based on popular representations of youth crime, many people believe that we are too soft on young offenders and that a much stricter approach is warranted. We will examine this link between public opinion and crime control policy as well as assess the accuracy of the belief that the Canadian youth justice is overly lenient compared to other Western nations. We will also explore debates around the Young Offenders Act and the more recent Youth Criminal Justice Act, and assess the relative strengths and limitations of these legislative responses to youth crime in Canada.

November 26, 2013 


Exam Review

WINTER TERM

January 7, 2014


Race and Crime – Part I
Are members of certain racial groups more likely to be involved in crime? 


Required

Reader
Barlow (1998) “Race and the Problem of Crime in Time and Newsweek Cover Stories 1946-1995”


Kit

Chan (2004) “Criminological Research on “Race” in Canada”

Objective: Critical analysis of the relationship between race and crime. Particular attention will be devoted to a number of key questions including: (1) how is the relationship between race and crime portrayed in the media?; (2) are certain groups more likely to be involved in criminal behaviour than others?; and (3) what are some of the challenges in collecting and interpreting race-based crime statistics and why is there increasing pressure to collect these types of statistics in Canada? In answering these questions, we will gain a better understanding of the complex relationship between race and crime as well as the political overtones and implications of this relationship.

January 14, 2014


Race and Crime II: Criminalization of Race






Do the police engage in racial profiling?

Required


Kit

Tator and Henry (2006) “The Dominant Discourses of White Public Authorities”


Text

Kappeler et al. (2005) “Order in the Courts: Myth of Equal Justice” pp. 263-285.

Objective: Drawing upon recent controversies over the use of racial profiling by Metro Toronto police officers, we will examine the treatment of ‘minority’ offenders at the hands of the police and the courts. Specific attention will be devoted to the possibility that the over-representation of certain groups in criminal justice statistics is due to discriminatory police and criminal justice practices, rather than higher rates of offending. The policy implications of this link between race, policing, and criminal justice will also be explored.

Part Four - Crime on the Margins
January 21, 2014


Morality and Crime – Part I

Are drugs illegal because they are inherently harmful or because of the types of individuals who consume them?







Why is prostitution a crime?

Required

Kit

Boyd and Lowman (1991) “The Politics of Prostitution and Drug Control”


Reader
Reinarman and Levine (1989) “Crack in Context: Politics and Media in the Making of a Drug Scare”

Objective: Examination of drug use and prostitution as two examples of the fine line between deviant and criminal behaviour. While the argument is typically made that these behaviours have been criminalized because they are dangerous, destructive, and lead to objective forms of personal and social harm, we will explore some of the more subjective and less visible influences on the criminalization of drugs and commercialized forms of sex. Our analysis will reveal that politics, morality, economic inequality, and racism have played a larger role in societal responses to these activities than true considerations of social harm.

January 28, 2014


Morality and Crime – Part II

Do prohibitionist policies represent an effective response to drugs use and prostitution?

Required

Text

Kappeler et al. (2005) “Apocalypse Now: The Lost War on Drugs” pp. 175-213


Reader
Weitzer (2007) “Prostitution: Facts and Fictions”

Objective: Critical analysis of dominant policy responses to drug use and prostitution. Drawing upon our review of the social history of drug and prostitution laws, we will evaluate the effectiveness of prohibitionist policies, such as the “War on Drugs,” in combating these activities. We will also explore some of the policy debates surrounding alternatives such as de-criminalization and legalization. While many commentators have suggested that these options are vastly superior to the more traditional prohibitionist approach, they have been widely criticized and resisted by politicians and by the public at large. We will explore this resistance and gauge its implications for public policy in the area of drugs and prostitution.

February 4, 2014


Morality and Crime – Part III

Is the influence of organized crime groups spreading in Canada?

Required

Text

Kappeler et al. (2005) “Organized Crime: The Myth of an Underworld Empire” pp. 115-145.


Kit

Naylor (2002) “Introduction” Wages of Crime: Black Markets, Illegal Finance, and the Underground Economy.

Objective: In this final lecture on morality and crime, we will delve into the illicit markets in drugs and prostitution. Particular emphasis will be placed on the involvement of organized crime in the drug and sex trade and the emergence of organized crime groups as an object of police and criminal justice concern. Just as the problem of drug use and prostitution has been exaggerated, we will explore the possibility that the threat of organized crime has also been overblown while exploring the reality of organized criminal activity in Canada.
February 11, 2014


Corporate and White-Collar Crime – Part I

Why should I be concerned about corporate and white-collar crime?

Required

Kit
Poveda, Tony G. (1994) “Accidents, Isolated Episodes, and Rotten Apples: The Conventional Wisdom About White-Collar Crime”

Text

Kappeler et al. (2005) “Corporate Crime and “Higher Immorality”” pp. 147-173

Objective: Analysis of corporate and white-collar crime as one of the most harmful, yet least regulated, forms of criminal behaviour. A number of explanations will be sought for this apparent paradox including: (1) public perceptions that corporate crime is not as serious as street crime; (2) the social status and stature of corporate and white-collar criminals; and (3) the privileged position of the corporation within the capitalist political economy. Drawing on case studies of financial scandals, hazardous consumer products, and poor working conditions, we will explore why you should be concerned about corporate and white-collar crime and how these offenses impact the public at large. 

February 18, 2014


Reading Week – No Class

February 25, 2014


Corporate and White-Collar Crime – Part II

What are some of the challenges involved in regulating corporate crime?


Required

Kit

Glasbeek (2002) “It’s Not a Crime: Reclassifying Corporate Deviance”


Snider (2001) “Abusing Corporate Power: The Death of a Concept”

Objective: Beyond the perception that corporate and white-collar crime is a relatively harmless offense and is thus undeserving of criminal prosecution, there are a number of additional barriers to the investigation and prosecution of these offenses. We will explore these barriers and their implications for what would appear to be the declining role of public authorities in the regulation of corporate wrongdoing. As with drugs, prostitution, and organized crime, we will also address a number of more proactive and progressive policy responses to crimes perpetrated by white-collar and corporate offenders.

Part Five – Media, Politics, and Public Policy

March 4, 2014


Media, Culture, and Crime – Part I

How accurate are media portrayals of crime and the criminal justice system?

Required


Reader
Sacco (1995) “Media Constructions of Crime”


Kit

Doyle (1998) ““Cops”: Television Policing as Policing Reality”
Objective: This is the first of two lectures dealing with the links between the media, public perceptions of crime, and criminal justice policy. Here we will investigate and critically analyze the representations of crime and criminal behaviour produced by the popular media. Our analysis will focus on three key ‘cultural forms’ including: (1) the news media; (2) reality-based television programs such as “COPS” and “America’s Most Wanted; and (3) fictional crime dramas. By examining these underlying messages about crime and criminality, and their inherent inaccuracies, we will get a better sense of the distorted view of crime that circulates within our society.
March 11, 2014


Media, Culture, and Crime – Part II

What influence does the media have on public perceptions of crime?

Required


Kit

Best (1999) “Random Violence”



Roberts et al. (2003) “The Influence of the Media”

Recommended


Text

Kappeler et al. (2005) “Battered and Blue Crime Fighters: Myths and Misconceptions of Police Work” pp. 235-261
Objective: In this second lecture, we will examine the influence of distorted media representations of crime on public opinion and criminal justice policy. Specifically, it will be argued that the above cultural forms help to promote a “law and order mentality” and “conservative ideology of crime” that are actually counter-productive in reducing rates of criminal behaviour. We will also examine “random violence” as a unifying cultural narrative that dominates public thinking about crime and criminal justice and further promotes short-sighted policy responses to crime and delinquency.

March 18, 2014


Politics, Crime, and Public Policy – Part I

What is the role of advocacy groups in the development of criminal justice policies?

Required

Kit
Wood (2005) “In Whose Name?”

Reader

Benekos and Merlo (1995) “Three Strikes and You’re Out”


Recommended


Text

Kappeler et al. (2005) “The Myth of a Lenient Criminal Justice System” pp. 313-327

Objective: In this final section of the course, we will examine the influence of politics, politicians, and advocacy groups on (1) public perceptions of the “crime problem” and (2) the development of crime control policies. Particular emphasis will be placed on the role of victim advocacy groups in the establishment of “get tough” policies that do little to reduce crime and have the unfortunate side-effect of increasing social, political, and economic inequality and associated forms of discrimination, oppression, and injustice.

March 25, 2014


Politics, Crime, and Public Policy – Part II

Do more severe systems of punishment help to prevent crime?

Required

Text

Kappeler et al. (2005) “Cons and Country Clubs: The Mythical Utility of Punishment” pp. 287-311


Kit

Brooks (2008) “The Politics of Imprisonment”




Recommended


Text
Kappeler et al. (2005) “Merging Myths and Misconceptions of Crime and Justice” pp. 357-371
Objective: In this second lecture on the politics of crime control, we will turn our attention to the sizable gap between what we, as criminologists, know about the nature and causes of crime, and the types of policies that have been pursued by politicians and implemented in countries such as Canada, the U.S., Britain, and Australia. The overwhelming reliance on longer prison sentences, as well as popular strategies such as Broken Windows, Scared Straight, and Three Strikes and You’re Out will be critically evaluated in light of this gap. We will then explore a number of potentially more effective and enlightened policy responses.
April 1, 2014



Exam Review
COURSE POLICIES
I.
COURSE WEBSITE
The course website can be accessed through Moodle. To use the course website, you must first obtain a Passport York account. You can then go to the Moodle homepage (moodle.yorku.ca), enter your Passport York login and password, and CRIM 1650 “Introduction to Criminology” should appear in your menu of courses. Click on the associated link and you will be taken to the course website. The course website will be used for two primary purposes. First, the PowerPoint slides from each lecture will be posted no more than twenty-four hours AFTER each lecture. While students often request that these materials be made available prior to lecture, this often hinders lecture attendance and results in an over-reliance on the slides to the detriment of material delivered orally in lecture. Second, the website will be used to post messages and essential communications. Each time an announcement is made, you will receive an e-mail. For this to work, it is critical that you use your designated York e-mail account OR provide the registrar’s office with an alternate e-mail address. Individual tutorial leaders may also use the website for a variety of purposes such as communicating directly with their students, posting questions, or facilitating on-line discussions. Should this apply to your tutorial, your TA will notify you and explain all the relevant details during the first tutorial.

II.
TUTORIALS
You will meet in groups of 25 with your tutorial leader once a week. In your tutorials you can ask questions about the lectures, discuss the course readings, seek clarification about the assignments, receive feedback on your assignments, and develop the critical skills needed to succeed in university. To do well in this course, you need to learn to take full advantage of your tutorials which means coming to class well-prepared. It is your responsibility to: (1) do the readings ahead of time and bring questions; (2) read over your lecture notes and identify issues you would like to clarify and explore; and (3) identify questions about the assignments. 20% of your final grade is derived from your work in tutorials. The break-down of your tutorial grade is as follows:

A.
Tutorial Attendance (10%)

Tutorial attendance is mandatory. Attendance will be calculated using the following scale: if you miss 1 class = 10; 2 = 9; 3 = 8; 4 = 7; 5 = 6; 6 = 5; 7 = 4; 8 = 3; 9 = 2; 10 = 1; > 10 = 0. Students who miss tutorials will be marked absent. Many, if not most, absences are for legitimate reasons; however, it is the policy of this course not to negotiate about absences. If you are away, you have missed the work and are marked absent. Although your TA will appreciate knowing that you will be absent, please do not ask for special treatment regarding such absences.
B.
Tutorial Participation (10%)
Your participation grade will be determined by your TA based on your involvement in tutorial discussions and your willingness to both ask and respond to questions posed by the tutorial leader and/or other students. Your TA may also choose to incorporate smaller assignments into the participation grade including: short writing assignments, spot quizzes, and class debates.
C.
On-Line Library Tutorials

To support the goals of this course, you are required to complete two on-line tutorials: (1) Library Research Roadmap; and (2) Academic Integrity. The tutorials will give you a basic grounding in skills that will help you in your assignments not only in this course but in all your university classes. These tutorials can be found at www.yorku.ca/tutorial/. At the end of each on-line tutorial, you will be asked to enter your library card number and your tutorial number. This will register your completion of the on-line tutorial which can then be verified by your TA. While no formal marks will be awarded for these tutorials, marks may be deducted if they are not completed by November 26, 2013—the final class of the Fall term.
1)
Library Research Roadmap and Quiz

This is a self-paced tutorial designed to lead you through the basic steps of the research process in preparation for writing essays. Learning how to ferret out the most useful information, and to think critically about it, are essential skills that will serve you well during your university career. The tutorial is interactive and takes about 20 minutes to complete. A 10 minute quiz at the end will check to see if you have assimilated the information. 

2)
Academic Integrity Tutorial and Quiz

The Academic Integrity Tutorial is designed to help you learn about issues of academic integrity. It explores plagiarism and related matters with case examples and positive strategies you can use to improve your academic efforts and avoid committing an academic offense. York's Policy and procedures on academic honesty are featured, and the tutorial includes a self-test allowing you to gauge your understanding of the issues covered. The tutorial and quiz can be completed in approximately 30-40 minutes.

III.
LECTURES
A.
Note-Taking
Note-taking skills are essential in large lecture classes. Equally important is reading over your notes soon after the lecture. You will be surprised how much you can fill in and clarify. If you wait until you need to study from the notes, you will likely find them difficult to use. For some guidance see Learning Skills Services (http://lss.info.yorku.ca). Please keep in mind that note-taking in this class must not be limited to simply copying headings and general points from class overheads. While PowerPoint slides represent a useful guide to the main themes and topics covered during a lecture, these must be supplemented with lecture material delivered orally by the instructor.
B.
Attendance
Although attendance will not be taken in lectures, attending each and every lecture is essential to your success in the course – just ask past students! Exam questions will be based on both required readings and lecture material. If you have to miss a lecture, be sure to obtain the lecture notes from a fellow classmate.

C.
Videos

Over the year, we will view a number of videos which are an important part of the course material and may be referenced on tests and exams. If you miss the videos in class, contact the instructor. Arrangements may be made to watch the videos in the Sound and Moving Images Library in Scott Library.

IV.
READING
You may find it difficult to keep up with the amount of reading required for this course. Please do your best to keep up with all required readings as you will be asked questions about the readings on both the mid-term and the final exam. It is also recommended that you take notes from your readings summarizing key points and themes and incorporating key facts, figures, and details. This will aid you considerably not only in studying for the exams, but also digesting lecture material and participating in tutorials. Your tutorial time should also be used to ask questions and discuss the readings in greater detail. For help on how to read effectively, please visit Learning Skills Services at http://lss.info.yorku.ca.
V.
ASSIGNMENTS
A.
Handing in Assignments

All assignments must be handed in at the end of the class on which the assignment is due. Assignments will not be accepted by email. Do not slip assignments under the office door of the instructor or tutorial leader. Always keep a copy of your assignment.
B.
Penalties for Late Assignment

The penalty for submitting late assignments is 5% per day. This means that if you receive a 65% (6.5/10) on an assignment that is one day late, you would lose 5% and receive 60% or 6/10. No assignment will be accepted more than two weeks late. Assignments are due in class on the date specified in the course outline. An assignment handed in any time after this date is considered late. Do not ask for special extensions for late assignments. Over the years we have found that the fairest approach is to maintain a consistent rule for all situations. This ensures that all students are treated equally. If you are unable to hand-in an assignment due to serious illness or emergency, please inform your TA. Appropriate documentation will be required (e.g. a doctor’s note) and a new deadline will be set by your TA.

C.
Feedback on Your Assignments

One way to improve your written work is through feedback on your assignments. Although your TA will write some comments on your assignments, the most important way you will get feedback is in your tutorial when the assignments are returned. Your TA will detail the kinds of problems with the assignments and what you need to do to improve. Listen carefully to these comments and then re-read your own assignment. Can you identify the main revisions you would need to make in order to improve the paper and your grade?
D.
Meeting With Your TA About a Grade

If you still have questions about your grade, make an appointment to see your TA. Prior to that meeting, you need to read over the instructions, your assignment, and the comments from your TA. Write one paragraph identifying the weaknesses in your paper based on your careful re-reading, TA comments on your paper, and TA comments to the whole class. Try to explain what prevented you from getting a better grade. Also write one paragraph on what you see as the strengths of your assignment. Doing this self-assessment is a very important step in learning how to edit and revise. Take this material to your meeting with the TA. Your TA will provide you with additional feedback and may or may not choose to adjust your grade. If you are still unsure about your grade and would like additional feedback, you may contact the instructor via e-mail or during office hours. However, it is a strict requirement that you see your TA first prior to contacting the instructor. Assignments and exams that have not been reviewed by the TA will not be accepted for review by the course instructor.

E.
Rewrite Policy

Students do not have the option of re-writing assignments to improve their grades. Focus your attention on improving your grades on the remainder of assignments and exams.
F.
Academic Honesty

Read carefully the attached handout on Academic Honesty. Plagiarism and cheating—which includes lifting material from the internet, using text from books without giving credit, or purchasing or borrowing essays—are very serious offenses at the university. If you are caught, which is very likely, the penalties are very severe. For the full university policy, see the ‘Senate Policy on Academic Honesty’ attached to the back of this course outline.
G.
Accessing Your Grades

To receive your grades on assignments, you will need to attend your tutorial or see your tutorial leader during their office hours. No grades will be available on email or posted on office doors. Students can access final grades on line by going to the registrar's site www.registrar.yorku.ca and clicking on "Report of Final Grades." You will need a password to login, available from "Manage My Services" at computing.yorku.ca/students/home/.
VI.
GUIDELINES FOR  ILLNESS ON DAY OF EXAMS
Sometimes students assume that if they are sick, they can miss the exam and a make-up exam will be scheduled for them. However, this is not the case. Students have no automatic right to make-up exams. A make-up exam may be scheduled, but only in exceptional circumstances.

IF YOU ARE TOO SICK TO MAKE THE EXAM, YOU WILL NEED A DETAILED DOCTOR'S NOTE. This note must state why you were unable to write the exam on that day. A headache, stomach ache, or cold will not be a sufficient excuse, nor the fact that you have been sick prior to the exam and haven't had sufficient time to study. Time management is critical: always assume there will be a crisis and don't leave your studying to the last few days.

If you miss the exam, please call my office (736-2100 x 20547) and leave a voice message for me (with the name of your tutorial leader) and also call and leave a message for your tutorial leader. Include a number where we can reach you. YOU SHOULD DO THIS ON THE DAY OF THE EXAM. If you are too sick to phone, have a friend or family member phone.
VII. GRADING SCALE
A+ 
90-100


B
70-74


D+
55-59

F
0-35

A 
80-89


C+
65-69


D
50-54

B+ 
75-79


C
60-64


E
35-49

VIII. COURSE WITHDRAWAL DATE

The date to drop the course without receiving a final grade is February 14, 2014.
York University

Division of Social Science

SOSC/CRIM 1650 6.0

Introduction to Criminology

Fall 2013/Winter 2014

RESEARCH PAPER

Task: Much of what criminologists do on a daily basis involves developing and responding to important research questions. These questions emerge from their inquiries and engagements with various aspects of crime and criminal justice and include issues such as the causes of crime, policy responses to criminal behaviour, and the operation of the criminal justice system. As a budding criminologist, your task in this research paper is provide a ten to twelve page response to one of the research questions listed below. In order to effectively complete this assignment, you will need to: (1) conduct a library search for books and articles relevant to your particular topic; (2) identify a minimum of five pertinent sources; and (3) conduct a literature review that will assist you in answering your selected research question. The assignment has been broken down into two components—each of which are due on separate dates.

I.
Proposal (10%)
The first component is the proposal which is due in-class on November 5, 2013. In this assignment, you will need to: (1) state which research question you will be addressing and explain why the question is important or significant; (2) include a list of at least five sources that are directly relevant to your research question; and (3) provide a one paragraph (per article) summary of the main themes covered in each source and a brief rationale as to why/how the source is relevant to the research question. In the end, you should have five separate paragraphs discussing each of the individual references.

II.
Research Paper (20%)

The second component is the main research paper which is due in-class on March 11, 2014. For this assignment, you are required to provide a formal, essay-length response (10 – 12 pages) to your research question using the sources you identified in your proposal. Your essay must contain the following elements:

A.
Introduction

Briefly state your research question and explain why you feel it is significant to the study of crime and criminal justice.

B.
Literature Review

Summarize the main themes, concepts, and research findings mentioned in your sources and explain how they help to answer your research question.

C.
Conclusion

Summarize the main arguments covered in your paper, discuss how and why the answer to your research question is significant for the field of criminology, and provide one additional question (related to your research topic) that you feel needs to be studied in the future.

Research Questions

In order to select your research question, first identify a general subject area then choose a specific question (within this subject area) that is of interest to you. You may modify your research question or select a question not identified in the approved list in consultation with your TA. However, this question must be submitted in writing at least two weeks prior to the November 5, 2013 deadline and must be signed off by your TA. The subject areas and research questions are as follows:
Subject Areas

1. Crime Rates

· Why have crime rates declined in Canada and the U.S. in recent years?

· How accurate are crime statistics?

2. Female Offenders

· Have women become more violent over the past ten to fifteen years?

· What are some of the differences in the causes of female versus male offending?
3. Violence Against Women

· Why is violence against women so under-reported?

· How effective is the criminal justice system in responding to violence against women?
4. Youth Crime

· How accurate are media portrayals of youth crime?

· How effective is the youth justice system in responding to youth crime?
5. Gangs

· Using a sociological (rather than psychological) perspective, why do individuals become involved in gangs?

· What role do race and gender play in urban gangs?
6. Race and Crime

· What are some of the difficulties in collecting statistics based on race?

· Is the relationship between race and crime caused by racial discrimination or disproportionate offending?
7. Drugs

· Select one drug from the following list and explain why it was criminalized in the U.S. and Canada?: Marijuana; Cocaine; Opium/Heroin

· Has the “War on Drugs” been effective in addressing the “drug problem”?
8. Prostitution

· What factors help to account for women’s (or men’s) involvement in prostitution?
· How has the regulation of prostitution and the sex trade changed over the past twenty years?

9. Corporate and White-Collar Crime

· What are some of the key causes of corporate crime? Illustrate in reference to one major incident of corporate crime during the past thirty years.

· Why do police and regulatory agencies struggle to respond to corporate crime?

10. Organized Crime
· In what ways is organized crime misunderstood in Canada?

· What role does organized crime play in the Canadian drug trade?

11. Media and Crime

· How accurate are media representations of crime? How would you explain inaccuracies, if any, in media reporting?

· What is the relationship between the media and fear of crime? What are some of the implications of this relationship for crime control policies?
12. Crime Control Policies

· What is the “broken windows” approach to crime control? To what extent is it effective in reducing crime rates?

· Is “Three Strikes And You’re Out” an effective crime control policy? Why or why not?

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

1.
While there is no formal page requirement for the proposal (you should aim for between four and five pages), the research paper should be ten to twelve pages in length. You will not be penalized for exceeding the upper limit (i.e. more than twelve pages); however, try to keep in mind that longer papers are not necessarily better ones and that excessive detail, analysis, and discussion may simply detract from the clarity and focus of your paper. Papers that are shorter than the required minimum will be deducted marks—with the exact deduction to be determined by your TA based on the overall quality of the paper.

2.
The paper must be typed and double-spaced using a 12 point font and one inch margins.
3.
You must incorporate at least five outside academic sources in your paper. These must include academic books and/or refereed journal articles. Newspaper and magazine articles, books by journalists, government reports, textbooks, videos, and Internet sites are valuable sources of information and may be used to supplement your research. However, they will not be counted towards the required five academic sources. You may choose to include more than five sources if you feel that they are relevant to your topic and help you to answer your research question.
4.
A wide variety of research sources are available through the Scott Library:
· Library Catalogue (books, movies, government documents).

· Sociological Abstracts (database of all sociology journal articles).

· Criminal Justice Abstracts (database of journal articles on criminology and related disciplines)

· Index to Legal Periodicals (international law journals and articles)

5.
Be sure to properly reference all outside sources according to the following guidelines:
a)
Reference in the Main Body of Your Paper


i.
General Idea or Concept of Another Author as well as Research Findings 


(Kappeler and Potter, 2005)


ii.
Direct Quotation

(Kappeler and Potter, 2005: page number).

b)
Reference in Bibliography

i. 
Book


Kappeler, Victor E. and Gary W. Potter (2005) The Mythology of Crime and Criminal Justice. Long Grove, IL: Waveland Press.


ii. 
Journal Article

Kappeler, Victor E. and Gary W. Potter (2005) "The Mythology of Crime and Criminal Justice" British Journal of Criminology. 5(1): 67-89.


iii. 
Chapter in an Edited Book

Kappeler, Victor E. and Gary W. Potter (2005) "The Mythology of Crime and Criminal Justice" in Curtis Clarke and Jane Perella eds. Crime in Canadian Society. pp. 45-87. Toronto: McClelland & Stewart.


iv. 
Newspaper or Magazine Article

Kappeler, Victor E. and Gary W. Potter (2005) "The Mythology of Crime and Criminal Justice" Toronto Star. July 21, 2005: A3.


v. 
Internet Source

Statistics Canada (2005) Analysis of Crime in Canada. www.statscan.ca/crimeanalysis.

· Please Note: Every source that you have cited in the main body of your paper, and only these sources, must be included in your bibliography.
6.
CAREFULLY PROOF-READ YOUR PAPER! This may sound like a simple request but students consistently turn in papers that are riddled with spelling and grammatical errors, as well as unclear and run-on sentences. Please remember that running spell check is not the same as proof-reading.
7.
The TAs and I would be happy to look over drafts of your paper provided that we are given adequate notice—i.e. at least two weeks before the respective deadlines. However, please keep in mind that this exercise is designed to provide you with general feedback and suggestions on your paper and will not guarantee you a better grade.
8.
If you have any questions or concerns please don't hesitate to get in touch with either myself or your TA. Sometimes what you think are small, insignificant questions can have a huge impact on the final product.

GOOD LUCK!!!
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