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[bookmark: _GoBack]Vygotsky was an early pioneer in the field of cognitive development. He focused on learning through social interaction. In fact, he believed that social learning came before development. Vygotsky believed that the higher mental functions developed though social interaction and that more skills could be developed through the guidance of others in what is known as the Zone of Proximal Development. He also noted the effect of language and its role in development. Vygotsky believed that language was learnt through social interaction for the purpose of communication. 

Comparatively, Piaget believed that children’s minds developed independently first before learning; children learnt things on their own before being influenced by social interaction. The world is interpreted through mental schema and that we only learn new skills to adapt to the new knowledge we intake to maintain the equilibrium. Piaget simply believed that everything about cognition is developed independently in a child and is dependent of their biological maturation.

Personally, I am more supportive of Vygotsky’s beliefs. I believe that social interaction has a massive role in children’s development and that without it children do not actually fully develop. A good example of this is Genie, the feral child who was socially neglected. It is evident that Genie did not develop many cognitive skills on her own about language and communication because she did not have a role model or tutor to guide her through and teach her in her early years. To me this proves the lack of the biologically influenced cognitive development that Piaget believes to be true and reinforces Vygotsky’s beliefs instead. 




