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George Herbert Mead’s Human Communication and Consciousness 

The difference between human communication and consciousness and that of animals could narrow down to a single action- thinking. Thought could be mankind’s biggest advantage or disadvantage. It holds the power to create the world around us or destroy it. This is because as humans we seek a more fulfilling life. Humans strive to satisfy their curious minds, their intelligence drives them. They seek to defeat the obstacles laid down by nature in any way possible. 

A method of communication unique to humans only is language. Through these ideas and gestures put into words and communicated to an audience, humans gain the power to influence others both positively and negatively. They are able to express their thoughts and emotions more clearly through symbolism. Thus it is argued that like animals, humans too use music and art to progress as intellectual beings but on a deeper level of consciousness. 

On the other hand, other species simply strive to survive. They fight their way to dominance to ensure they reproduce effectively. They react just to the action in front of them. Other species live in the present, humans live in the future. Instinct plays a major role in the survival of these species; they must react effectively to establish themselves. 

In my opinion, some of George Herbert Mead’s contentions are agreeable. It has been proven that other species share the same characteristics as humans. They can feel emotion, and communicate to each other how they feel. The social government that humans take advantage of so well exists in the animal world too, a social hierarchy made to protect its members. It could also be argued that animals have agency, when a dog protects its owner, is that just instinctual or is the dog conscious of the danger and its role as a protector? Mead’s ideas are reasonable in the sense that humans are far more advanced than other species, but it cannot be denied that other species share if even a little bit of our intellect. 
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