Civil Society and International Development

· Civil society- institutions between public and private sphere
· Debate over boundaries and nature/content of civil society

· Recent History
· It is only in the last 15-20 years that conceptions of civil society have moved to the center of the international stage

· Why?

· The fall of the really existing socialism and the democratic openings that followed
· Disenchantment with the economic models of the past (Keynesianism/
· A yearning for togetherness in a world that seems evermore insecure
· The rapid rise of NGOs at both the national and international levels




· Civil society and the development of capitalism
· With the development of capitalism and the revolutions of the 17th and 18th centuries, the term “civil society” took on a different meaning
· Both society and state were encompassed by “the state” (originalmente)
· Locke, Paine and Ferguson made a distinction between the state and civil society
· Civil society as the sphere of citizen-organized struggles against despotism
· Pero que significa esta distincion que han introducido? –



· For Marx,
· Civil society meant “Bourgeois Society”
· The emergence of the civil society/state opposition was the outcome of an ahistorical stage of development in which the bourgeoisie could establish an economy distinct from “the state”
· Marx and Engels: Civil society was only sustainable under capitalism

· What is Democratization?
· Democratization is a political movement from:
· Less accountable to more accountable government
· Less competitive elections to fuller and fairer elections
· Severely restricted to better protected civil and political rights
· Weak autonomous associations to more autonomous and more numerous associations in civil society.
· …are incompatible with democracy (Huntington,  .. )


· What is the relationship between democracy and development?
· Four approaches in the literature:
· Democratization stimulates development #India
· Democratization can impede development in poor societies #China
· Authoritarian regimes are better than liberal democracies at stimulating economic development in poor countries
· Democratization in poor countries is unrelated to subsequent economic growth


· The process of democratization paralleled a similar process in the economic sphere
· Civil society widely seen as an agent for
· Limiting authoritarian governments
· Empowering popular movements
· Reducing the atomizing and unsettling effects of market forces
· Enforcing political accountability
· Improving the quality and inclusiveness of governance

· The encounter: civil society and development
· The encounter began in the late 1800s when development theory reached an ‘impasse’ (The crisis of the developmental state)
· Developmental state: A state that consciously fosters more or less successful capitalist development often benefitting sectors broader than the capitalist classes alone.
· In the 1980s, the basic assumptions on the developmental role of the state were challenged from all sides
· The state had to play a greater role promoting change
· The state was the mechanism through which these countries managed to create an industrial capacity of their own
· The crisis of the 1970s and the debt crisis- a watershed in thinking on development
· The state came to be seen as part of the problem, not part of the solution and was criticized on many grounds (lack of accountability, militarism, wasteful investment and expenditure, distorting market forces, protection of uncompetitive national industries, creation of state monopolies)
· The so-called impasse was broken by a set of policies informed by late-20th century variant of classical economic liberalism (neoliberalism)
· The left failed to counter the influence of neoliberalism- social democracy failed to provide answers
· The state in both the Global South and Eastern and Western Europe came under attack
· In Eastern Europe, first in Poland and then elsewhere, ‘civil society’ was re-invented in this challenge

· In Latin America, the concept became prominent later into the 1980s

· The left was influenced by Antonio Gramsci rather than Marx

· Gramsci gave civil society a distinct and separate role from the state and the market while preserving the possibility of and need for an anti-capitalist resistance
· Gramsci- la sociedad civil como una entidad autonoma fuera del estado/mercado, y guardo la oposicion al capitalismo
· A new body of literature in the 1980s- democracy may be a pre-condition for development
· This literature marked an openness toward new factors that might explain why societies change and how societies change
· Interest began to shift from ‘structure’ to ‘agency’



· Agency, Structure and Context
· Agency- the actions, choices and initiatives of persons or groups causing the phenomena
· Structure- a set of physical and social constraints, a set of opportunities, a set of norms and values that shape or determine the content of the actions, choices, initiatives
· Context- the specific ‘situation’ or historical conjuncture of objectively given and subjectively experienced ‘conditions’ of social and political action

· Los que no estaban de acuerdo con las decisions del estado se han unido a NGOs

· Numbers of NGOs mushroomed in the 1980s

· NGOs were recruited:

· To mediate between the aid donors and poor communities
· To promote the virtues of private enterprise and reform
· NGOs played a major part in reducing the power

· The major theoretical perspectives on NGOs
· Catalysts for an alternative form of development
· This form of development is participatory, empowering of women and the poor, and sustainable in environment and livelihood
· The stalking horse of neoliberal globalization
· A Trojan horse for global capitalism and agents of US imperialism
· NGOs do not serve the interests of the poor but of a transnational capitalist class
· Are used to instill respect for the virtues of capitalism and liberal democracy
· The ‘war on poverty’ is just a charade - para esconder la intencion de crear un ambiento ideal para promotar el capitalismo
· NGOs help depoliticize the poor in their struggle for change




· Defining Civil Society
· Generally defined as a “sphere, or arena, of political and associational activity located between the state and the family”
· This includes any kind of individual involvement in groups, clubs, or other associations
· While most definitions separate civil society from the state, there is less agreement about the relationship between civil society and other realms, such as the family or the economy


· 3 Traditions 
· The Liberal Tradition
· Politics and economics treated as analytically separate spheres
· Fundamentally concerned with ‘political development’ – a participatory form of politics and ‘good governance’
· Civil society – rooted in the Anglo-American liberal democratic theory
· Civil society – a countervailing force against an unresponsive, corrupt state, and sometimes against exploitative corporations
· The Gramscian Tradition
· Gramsci treats civil society as the crucial space/ground/terrain of both economic and cultural struggle against capitalist hegemony
· Hegemony is exercised both by the state and by the institutions and associations of civil society
· Gramsci emphasizes the ‘educative’ or ‘ethical’ function of the state
· Civil society is not a level terrain- the ruling class has superior resources and positions
· Yet, civil society- a repository of the forces of resistance and opposition to the state and forms of class power
· Civil Society as an agency for participatory and empowering form of development (International co-operation for development)
· Civil society is viewed as an array of social organizations representing ‘stakeholders’ in a process of economic development (A strategic partner in the war against global poverty) (An agency for a participatory and empowering form of development)
· The proponents share a liberal ideology- the beneficial effects of globalization for democracy and economic progress



· Relationship between civil society and democratization
· Multilateral and bilateral donors: civil society organizations (CSOs) can:
· Undermine authoritarian governments
· Foster a democratic culture and polity
· Improve the quality of governance within that polity
· How can CSOs improve governance?
· Alter balance of power between the state and society in favor of society
· Play a disciplinary role in relation to the state 
· Serve as an intermediary between state and society (providing an alternative form of representation)
· Redefine the roles of the political game along democratic lines through their own operation


· What is Good Governance?
· Governance: the means in which power is exercised in the management of a country’s economic and social resources for development (World Bank Definition)
· Good governance: synonymous with sound development management
· World Bank indicators of governance
· Accountability
· Political stability and absence of violence
· Government effectiveness
· Regulatory quality
· Rule of law
· Control of corruption
· The relationship between the governance agenda and neoliberalism
· The underlying assumption: for development to succeed in any country, there must be sound development management, a well-run market economy, and an effective liberal democratic political regime
· Good governance and liberal democracy- essential conditions for development in all societies
· Free market = desarrollo en el sector privado
· Focus on market-led development

· The increasing centrality of good governance within official development assistance suggests that it is:
· Another form of conditionality
· An intrusion on sovereignty of aid-recipient states
· An explanation of failure of structural adjustment
· The relationship of governance to neoliberalism highlights a central problem/issue in assessing democracy
· We think of democracy only in terms of political rights and obligations
· The relationship between capitalism and democracy
· Can/do companies affect political democracy?
· Consumers only vote on the value of the product when we make a purchase
· They cannot vote on:
· Who should own society’s assets
· Who should keep profits
· Whether the distribution of income is appropriate
· Who makes corporate decisions
· There is a profound lack of economic democracy
· There is political democracy in our society, but not economic democracy because we can’t vote on economic policies



· Resistance
· Development has historically been a process with winners and losers
· The exercise of power and oppression are two sides of a single process and are not uniform within and between places and spaces
· The ‘people-centered’ development
· There has been rising inequality within and between:
· Countries
· Genders
· Classes
· Ethnicities
· Environments
· Losers in the development process resist
· Development brings changes in the opportunities and imagination to resist, as development becomes an idea around which resistance is organized
· People resist colonial practices, enclosures and proletarianization, taxes, environmental destruction, retreat of the state, unrepresentative political regimes, a lack of economic democracy



· Resistance to social changes brought about by capitalism
· Recall Karl Polanyi’s The Great Transformation
· People are not out to maximize their own individual welfare: greed is not inherent to humanity
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Market societies treat people, land and money as commodities subordinate to the market
· People will inevitably resist this, with a reaction that can take many forms: radical, conservative, non-violent, violent
· They are seeking to re-embed the market in society
· What is the purpose of resistance
· Preserving or reinstating an older form of society and societal relations (real or imagined)
· Improving or protecting one’s own position
· Promoting development
· Moderating development
· Opposing development
· What are the forms of resistance to the harshness of global capitalism?
· ‘everyday’ forms- individual, uncoordinated, tax evasion, sth.)
· political parties
· NGOs CSOs
· Social bandity
· Rebellion/revolution
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