Canadian History Lecture #8

Tuesday, November 09, 2010

The Road to Confederation 1840-1867

Questions:

From last lecture- 

· Who was John Lambton (aka. Lord Durham and what was his and the British Governments solution to the political unrest in the Canada’s?

Today-

· Who was Adam Smith and how did he influence politics and the coming of confederation in Canada?

· What factors led to confederation in 1867?

Sir George Arthur
· lifetime colonial administrator

· his responsibility is Tasmania Van Demon’s land 

· Quick with the whip – uses it 

·  Genocidal policy toward aboriginal people

· Britain loves this guy at the time because he is the toughest guy they have to fix political unrest in the Canada’s

· He goes to the Canada’s and tries to restore order 

· Canadian response is that he takes it too far

· They didn’t have a say in the society in which they lived

· Give us an alternative

John Lambton (1792-1840)
· Lord Durham, gives us Durham’s report

· He studies the causes of the rebellions of 1837-38

· And offer solutions to the political unrest

· has connection, gets into politics in early 20’s

· Reform party, wants change

· Radical Jack – wants change immediately 

· Reform Bill of 1832

· Very radical – in hurry

· pain in the ass – pestering

· spends most of his time in lower Canada – present day Montreal
· his door is open to everybody

· reformer

· Tories

· leaves after 8 weeks

· on the voyage back he write Durham’s report

Durham’s Report

· Determines the political destiny of Canada for the next 27 years (1840-1867)

· First of all, Canada needs responsible government 

· Gotta get rid of the French 
· “The French are a hopeless, hopeless people – they are without culture, without history and they need to be ground down. Only then will you have political stability in Canada”

· Back and forth – accommodation vs. grinding down

· Join the Canada’s

The Act of Union (1840)

· Canada West – Ontario

· Canada East – Quebec

· One legislation 

· Gave more representatives to West even though the East had a bigger population 

· English determine things

· Political Deadlock comes from this

· A reason for Confederation (2)
Adam Smith 1723-1790

· gives the intellectual rationale to bring an end to British mercantilism 

· invisible hand

· Wants Free Trade 

· No more protectionism for the Canada’s 

· Raised by his mother and his uncle 

· Meets Gypsies –kidnapped by them 
· Shitty gypsy

· Cerebral – big brain 
Charles Townsend 1725-1767

· minister of finance

· gives Smith a new job and the opportunity to write the Wealth of Nations 

· known for passing all the taxes on the colonists that cause the war of independence

· Recently re-married with a 13 year old son – sends the kid to school 

· Hires Smith to take the son on a big trip around the world to tutor the kid

· Arrive in France 

· Smith hates France 

· Take on a new project in order to get through Paris

· Starts writing WON
Wealth of Nations 

· it makes the case for free trade

· invisible hand – zero government intervention

· and against British Mercantilism 

· Comes out in 1756? Supposed to change the world 

· do away with preferences

· doesn’t become public policy for 50  years

· because there are those people who benefit from British Mercantilism
Land Owners and Tories
· they don’t agree with Smith 
· cause Smith’s ideal to not become public policy for 50 years

· keep this stuff away, do not want free trade
Richard Cobden (1804-1865), Radicals and the Anti-corn law league
· Leads the drive for free trade in Great Britain – ultimately leads to the end of Mercantilism 

· Rags to riches 

· Worked his way up

· Becomes a calico printer – starts up a company in Manchester that grows like crazy over three years

· Becomes rich 

· Gets his inspiration from US

· Theoretical goals from Adam Smith 

· Starts telling everyone that free trade is necessary 

· Presentations and lectures

· We have economies of scale in comparison to the rest of the world

· Takes up a seat in the house of commons in 1840 - elected
Robert Peel (1788-1850)

· buries Cobden 

· he is always sympathetic to the idea – if an opportunity arises he will use it

· Peelers – Bobbies – British police force (reorganized)

· Leader of Tory party becomes PM of Britain 

· Looking for opportunity for free trade
Irish Famine of 1845-1851
· it is the catalyst for free trade 

· causes Robert Peel to do away with mercantilism 

· Potatoes – fungus hits, they turn black, can’t be eaten 

· ¼ of the population dies or moves

· 1 million die

· 1 million move – East Coast

· some move to British system 

· further strain – Britain needs more food for the Irish 

· does away with the Corn Laws

· by 1851 there is a free trade England
End of British Mercantilism (1850)
· Canadian businesses rely on British protection
Annexation Association 

· made up of three hundred individuals primarily in Montreal 

· they want the disintegration of the Canada’s – join the US market

· British says slow down – why don’t we get you economic integration – free trade with the US

· Politically tied to Britain 
Washington negotiations (1847-1854)
· Free trade, 7 years for free trade with US

Southern Response to Free Trade

· negative – they don’t like it 

· arrangement with the north

· the Canada’s would be against the southern way of life

· slippery slope economic integration, political integration, to the end of slavery in the US
US Protectionism 

Reciprocity (1854-1866)

· Reciprocity agreement 

· Canada’s first free trade accord

· Lasted 10 years, and then would go on indefinitely, can give 2 years notice and shut down 

· 12 years later the free trade ends (1866) notice given in (1864)
American Civil War (1861-1865)

Trent Affair

St. Alban’s Raid

Political Deadlock in the Canadians and the rise of the great coalition 

Charlottetown Conference
Review

· 12 terms on test 

· identify and note the significance of ten of them

· will last 1 hour and 25 minutes

· each term is worth 10 points 

· no essay questions 

Hints:

· 4 people 
· 2 pieces of legislation 

significance and then as much detail as you can give. 

