Health :
-W.miller brown , “on defining disease “ 
We need a definition of the concept of disease in order to be ale to define health negatively (as a lack of disease )
Two approaches toward defining disease- objectivist and normative 
1- Objectivist : tries to fill the nation of disease within the theoretical framework of modern biological science 
We can define disease without appealing to non scientific standards , norms or values 
This approach is also known as descriptive approach 
-disease is then an impairment deviation from the normal functioning of the body , mal-adaptation, incapacity or dis-functioning .
It is upon the biological science to describe successfully normal bodily processes , as well as their deviations 
The objectivist approach developed by Boorse ignores ordinary language and relies on technical concepts such as biological function 
Broose’s definition of disease : ( found in text , course pack ) “ a type of internal state which is either an impairment of normal ….. environmental ..”
*KEY Concepts in Broose’s definition  :
-Function is goal-oriented  ( ex : we have to eat , sleep … in order to live )
Brown’s criticism of “function “ : there are many functions that are not goal-oriented ( ex : human canines  , man’s nipples )
-Broose understands normality as a statistical ( typical , average case ) normality 
Brown’s criticism : the choice of target population ; also , unclear higher goal .
-Broose : survival and reproduction are the highest goals for species 
Brown’s criticism : there are enough examples in biology where the species behaves in an “abnormal “ way during or after reproduction ( ex : salmon , in order for the specie to survive : parents allow their kids to eat parts of them )
So , perhaps we should allow a normative element in our objectivist and purportedly descriptive definition of disease .
2- Normative approach : considers what we , as culture , society etc . consider to be good , valuable , etc. 
Here “disease “ means an undesirable, disvalued or bad physical state or process of an organism 
The basic claim of normative approach is that the concept of disease is bound up with the concepts of harm and benefit .


-Caroline Whitback’s normative definition of disease ( pp41-42 ) : disease is a psycho-physiological state that people want to avoid .
-Brown : this definition is an improvement over Broose’s definition is that it keeps disease limited to humans and sees disease as a process .

One problem with Whitbeck’s definition : if the members of a human group decide that something they tried to avoid in the past ( ex : diabetes ), is not something they want to avoid any more , we are left with no definition of disease 
· Brown’s conclusion : the problem with both Broose’s amd Whitbeck’s definitions of disease – they are working with the assumption that medicine is a theoretical discipline , and are looking for the perfect theoretical definition of disease .
· But medicine is a practical discipline which has arisen from crisis and suffering , and its hypotheses emerge from a set of conditions and circumstances ( such as doctor-patient communication ) that lead to simple definitions of health and disease .
· They may be incomplete at the moment but at least can be worked with . 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Thus, philosophical definitions may be helpful to medicine but they cannot be leading medicine .








