Origin and Growth of Cities

· How and why did non-agricultural settlements arise?
· How and why did those settlements become geographically concentrated?
· How and why do some of these urban settlements grow to become larger than other settlements?  

Understanding the development of cities:

1) Social Surplus 
· Production of basic good over and above what’s needed 
· Leads to trade and specialization 
What generates it?
· New technology
· Environmental change
· Change in social organization 
· Gradual transition 

1) Agglomeration 
· Concentration of activities, people, networks of relationship

Why do some settlements grow larger? 
Agglomeration Economies 
	Economic benefits accumulating to concentration of activities 
1) Localization
· Close to similar firms 

2) Urbanization 
· Locating in urban env
· Infrastructure 
· Information
· Economies of scale 



Early Urban Development – 5th century AD
First cities came
· 4000-3500 BC Mesopotamia 
· 3000 BC Nile Valley 
· 2500 BC Indus Valley
· 2000 BC Yellow River
· 800 BC Athens, Sparta on Greek mainland
· 200 BC Mexico and Peru
Very early cities were very small: 2000- 20,000 people 
Largest early cities: Ur (200,000) and Thebes (225,000)
Largest ancient cities: Rome (1 mill by 2 AD)
Urbanism
Greece  Mediterranean

Gridiron pattern
· Planned Greek cities 
· Roman cities also had pattern too
· Square/rectangular town perimeter
· 2 main cross-streets 
E-W Decumanus
N-S Cardo 
Middle Period Urbanization
· Slow growth of Euro cities 5th-17th because:
· Decrease in spatial interaction after Roman Empire fell
· Disruption of urban & rural interaction 
· Increased isolation 
Over time… Mercantilism 
· Commerce expanded function of city 
· Capitalists power reduced role of state
· Cities became industrial centres
French Bastides 
Navarrenx 
Mont Flaquin 
Issigeac 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Industrial and Post-Industrial Urbanization
Mid 1700s onwards: – significant urbanization occurred after IR 
1800s: century cities = population concentration 
1990s: Great Britain most urbanized population
Market forces = more specialized cities 

North American Urbanization
Spanish, French and English colonization
· South West had the earliest settlements during Spanish occupation 
Ex) Texas, Cali, New Mexico
· 1565 English Colonization began
· 1600s Dutch established trading posts: Fort Orange (Albany)
     		    New Amsterdam (NY)  
· 1608 French founded Quebec
1620 Montreal
· End of 1600s
