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Spatial Justice in the EU


































The EU was created to unite the sectors of European countries in hopes of bettering and providing a more stable economy. The introduction of the euro, conjured specific policies in which thenations, who wanted to join, were submitted to follow. The Regional Policy was one of many policies aimed to improve the economy and eliminate economic, social and regional disparities across the EU. The Euro crisis is a current ongoing problem that has been affecting many countries in Europe as of 2009. The crisis includes a government debt crisis, a banking crisis and a developmental crisis.This essay will be discussing how this ongoing crisis has significantly affected the economic and geological politics of Europe, such as the varying unemployment rates found in different countries, the increasing at-risk-poverty rates and the vulnerability versus the sustainability withheld by some countries when hit by the euro economic crisis.Due to the Euro crisis, regional disparities have increased as the differences between the countries have been magnified. The impact of various countries in Europe have mostly rooted from the existing internal and external balances found between the regions themselves as this essay will discuss.
The unemployment rate in a number of countries increased by more than doubled the rate of unemployment thanprior to the crisis. In Europe, drastic changes in the political and economic department played a role in most imbalancedregional differences. Data has revealed that Spain and Greece have an unemployment rate of 25% and 24.3% respectively. It was concluded the foundation as to why these regional disparities came to be, rooted from the fact thatperipheral regions, more often than not, have specialization in divisions that are more vulnerable to recessions. In addition, sectors derived from more developed regions, are more flexible and more preparedwith technology than others anddue to their advantages they can access greater financial assets when hit with an economic crisis (Blazek &Netrdova, 2012). In more developed countries, all of these factors together decrease the prospect of their liquidation and creates fewer resources for balancing or modifyingpolitical policies when hit with the crisis. It is argued that some countries are more primed than others when encountering economic crises. The Baltic States were the countries that had been hit the hardest, having one the most highest unemployment rates after the crisis due to the fact that a great deal of their sectors, being construction and housing market, were most at risk to the recession (Blazek &Netrdova, 2012). An economic crisis that affects the major sectors of the economy leaves an impending plummeting economy, inevitably causing regional disparities such as the varying unemployment rate seen in many countries.

As of 2012 it has been revealed thatmany students in Spainunfortunately do not have the basic necessitates to go on with their day such as food, clothing nor the basic needs to take care of their hygiene. Some schools residing in Spain offer programs like the one created by Andalucía to help fight against the rising poverty caused by their economy being deeply affected by the Eurocrisis (Buck, 2013). These programs allow children of deprived families to spend their summer back at school while it offers shelter and food. Due to the ongoing poverty, children are falling asleep in class from malnutrition and an unhealthy diet, inevitably leaving them with no energy to stay awake. There are only 12 state schools in Malaga that offer these summer programs (Buck, 2013). “These programs are a powerful reminder that Spain’s economic crisis and high unemployment rate have led to severe social hardship…few foresee a speed turn around for the county’s poorest” (Buck, 2013).  Data collected by UNICEF revealed poverty in Spain has been increasing since the beginning of the euro economic crisis which dates by to five years ago, leaving 20% of Spanish children and 22.1 % of females living under the poverty line while it was high 20.8% prior to the crisis (Buck, 2013). On the other end of the spectrum countries like Czech Republic has remained at a constant rateof 10.5 % while Iceland fashioned the lowest rate it has ever established, a staggering 7.5%.
[bookmark: _GoBack]A major inequality infamously discussed when talking about the Euro crisis is Greece’s accession to the Eurozone. The lethal error rooted from the introduction of the euro as a financial union zone as it primarily lacked the suppleness essential for prices and wages to be lowered. The introduction of the euro and its implications could not be so easily reversed as it would result in renationalizing the monetary policy, enabling the countries to return to a currency worth and valued less than the euro (Offe, 2013). This in turn would also make it even more difficult to pay off debts and loans retrieved in euros and would automatically force them to stop following the European regulatory laws. Greece’s exit from the Eurozone could also result in them losing their value ultimately devaluing them as a developing nation. The crisis has made the act of many countries that are victims to this crisis, like Greece, reimbursing government debt without the aid of any third parties more than difficult and nearly impossible.This in turn forces the EU to step in and save the country’s banks, national budgets and economics (Offe, 2013). Greece, being a country that has been weakened by the crisis, has an unemployment rate of 24.3% where as Germany a country that benefited from the crisis has an unemployment rate of 5.5%. Many Germans are the “beneficiaries of the euro and their export surplus which has grown in the framework of the common currency is part of the problem” (Best et al., 2013). Before the crisis, Greece was a country that provided an extensive public health care. But due to the Euro crisis, public hospitals have no choice but to institute new fees that many unemployed and poor citizens of Greece could not afford. This in turn caused many drug companies to stop supplying essential medicine to the hospitals, leaving patients untreated due to the fact that they were unable to pay (Best et al., 2013). 
In conclusion, differences and social inequality were found in the EU before the Euro crisis, inevitably increasing the differences when the EU encountered the recession. One can conclude the regional disparities enlarged when analyzing the unemployment and at risk poverty rates and countries that were more vulnerable to economic downfall after the euro crisis. In my opinion, I would not suggest that the EU help pay off countries like Greece and Spain’s debt, because if they do, these already vulnerable countries will inevitably be imprisoned by continuous debt, never actually escaping. I do believe that the EU should help promote and provide employment by creating jobs and investing in educational institutions, industries and new advanced innovations. New jobs, would increase employment rates subsequently decreasing unemployment rates and at the same time reduce at risk poverty rates while attempting to help the economy develop and grow.
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