Whole ways of life uprooted by technological change: iron goods disrupted ways of life of natives 
Innis obsessed about transformation of ways of life of world (mostly west) because of printing press, massively altered ways of life and seeing life
Innis on bias: instead of political, background, historical differences
	More about bias of medium, incline to use it for different purposes
	e.g. clay for laws, paper everyday news...
technology available for transmitting important stuff... pay attn to certain issue more than others...
innis on today: every civilization is bias by thinking they are beyond bias... because you are in the middle of it. E.g. canadians think they don't have accents.

Innis: bias which we are in the thick of, otherwise you are in danger of thinking that you are objective and unbiased when you are... we are biased by the tech of our time and make it harder for us to see the problems as they are and harder to solve them

Innis: p3
Minerva, goddess of wisdom, as civilization starts to decline, it is then that they can actually understand their problems, what they did wrong and how they could have solved them...
Only wise when you die

Why do we attend to the things which we attend?

Sensational things we focus on

How does writing lead to sensational interests, scandal...
 
P9
We have no history of conversation or of the oral tradition except as they are revealed darkly thru the written or the printed word
P10

Plato writes in dialogue between his teacher Socrates and his pupils

Oral tradition: lots of stuff gets raised, very little gets settled, but goes all around the subject
Not much concluded or only very gradually, very little

Oral tradition as a technology of communication

Written tradition, altho focused on individ, getting something stated clearly and out there, reach conclusions

Some forms of communication are more suited for certain topics, or types of info
Writing: fast stuff that is clear

See wiki pages on harold innis' communication theory, harold innis, rick salutin

Oral tradition: people also have to listen to each other... interaction was the value of oral tradn to innis
Listening and creating the whole is more than the sum of its parts

Democracy today: voting, totally isolated, lack of interaction
Orig democ: greece, interaction lead to decision

P191
"the oral dialectic is overwhelmingly significant where the subject-matter is human action and feeling, and it is important in the discovery of new truth..." You need to be challenged. 

No book or writing ever talks back

P190
"my bias is with the oral tradition, particularly as reflected in Greek civilization..."

Writing helps you think crit and sceptically ... because you can actually look at it

Oral tradition institutionalize: teaching, church, ~law is a combo of written and oral. BOTH.


