[bookmark: _GoBack]Changing Toronto, governing urban neoliberalism; by Julie-Anne Boudreau, Roger Keil and Douglas Young offers a complex analysis of Toronto though the neoliberalist development that has governed  the city in the last decades, more specifically the period comprised between 1995 and 2005. Moreover, the book explores the broader role of development in today's modern society by looking into the main goals of urbanized cities.The authors opinions and viewpoints are directly related to their personal experience and relationship with the city of Toronto itself as it is mentioned that all three of them have lived and interacted with the city for many years, solidifying their arguments. Not only do they offer a historical background of the GTA's progression and of Toronto's political portrait, Boudreau, Keil and Young critically evaluate the consequences of such development on the city and it's population.


Early in the book, it is implied that the the major focus of the author is on Toronto's recent neoliberal progression, in accordance to the authors variation of Ulrich Becks theory and his three important risks for our modern society; human security, environmental sustainability and economic stability (Boudreau, Keil, Young, p.17). The book answers how this recent neoliberal development along with the process of globalization in Toronto proves as a threat for these fundamental goals of modern urban society and how municipal leaders are willing to face such risks in order to achieve growth. To prove and deepen such an argument, the authors begin by giving a historical backdrop of Toronto and exploring the aftermath of the mid-1990's as a period of uncertainty and quasi-crisis as urban sprawl was at its peak and the economy was undergoing major changes. Focusing on the growth of the outer city at the expense of the downtown core along with the diminished role of the municipal government and the increased influence of outside groups and firms into political affairs. This specific part of the book proved relevant in understanding the present urban issues of Toronto and the GTA as it brought forward the past causes of the issue at hand. 


The book then explores the mandate of Mike Harris as the elected premier of Ontario which began at the end of the nineties. It focuses on his policies and their impacts on the urban in Toronto and the way he actively pushed neoliberalism as a way of development at the expense of the city's actual needs. One of the most striking example is the immensely controversial amalgamation of seven municipalities resulting in the creation of the new Greater Toronto Area and its one level of government. Furthermore, this generated a new plan for the amalgamated area known as the TorontoPlan (Boudreau, Keil,Young, p.99). This was followed by set of globalized policies set to promote Toronto as a leader at the international level, in other words a megacity (Boudreau, Keil, Young, p.76) and on the other hand a number of cutbacks in various internal sector such as the environment and welfare. Which in return increased the ever-growing social inequalities within Toronto partially created by the policies that enforced a model of society where the labour market is divided: ‟between ‟good”, well-paid, and relatively secure managerial and (selected) professional jobs, and a rapidly increasing number of ‟bad” low-paid, non-unionized, and ‟casual” (part-time, temporary,or contract) jobs.” (Boudreau, Keil, Young, p.65).


Following the analysis of the reign of the Tory government and their neoliberalist policies, the authors focused on some of the problematic components of Toronto which are immediate consequences of neoliberalism such as the racialization of poverty. They define this phenomenon as the constant discrimination of immigrants and their subsequent segregation, especially for the large number of them whose income is below the poverty line, an issue that the city's quest for multiculturalism has failed to prevent. Another specific characteristic that is directly related to the idea of neoliberalism in Toronto is the presence of clearly favored neighborhoods by planners and Conservative government officials, resulting in the creation of in-between cities which are more often than not, run down and forgotten. In this book, using the neighborhood referred to as Jane and Finch as example. Other issues are then brought up in an attempt to critique this administration such as the privatization of resources, in this case water, the complex case of transportation of people and goods and finally, the perception of competition as a healthy goal of modern society in relation with the obsession for growth. 


In order to further their argument, the authors concluded by looking at the political context of neoreformism that surrounded David Miller, which became the city of Toronto's mayor in 2003. The popular candidate was elected largely because of the population's dissatisfaction with the Conservative Party governing at the provincial level. During his campaign, David Miller promised change and vowed to clean the city. It is argued in the book that his early reign was filled with policies that instead of revolutionizing the city, stuck to what had been previously implanted by the Tories. It transformed neoliberalism from an emerging ideology to an essential and normalized characteristic of development (Boudreau, Keil, Young, p. 199). Stricking examples are used such as his obsession to illustrate the superiority of the city on a global platform and the constant wish to ‛beautify’ the city.  The last element used in this thesis by the Boudreau, Keil and Young in order to bring relevant support to their initial argument was the importance of human security which was largely overlooked by Miller, since it means more than the protection of public safety. Human security as a whole contains various component ranging from the protection of the citizen's rights, the diminution of social inequalities and a more equal access to public resources for all, components which neoliberalist development have failed to achieve and sustain.


The book's overall argument has been reinforced in many ways throughout these chapters with the use of clear and useful examples along with the presence of external sources which in the end resulted in being the book's main achievement. It is with the help of these specific cases and characteristics of the city that the book was able to answer most it's own initial questioning. The three risks for modern city being human security, environmental sustainability and economic stability, the authors clearly demonstrated how neoliberalism goes against this idea and how even if growth can be achieved and is often the main goal of neoliberalism as a form of development, it is mostly done at the expense of the poorest and most vulnerable groups of society. This is especially true, as proven in the book, for Toronto as the authors showed on multiple occasions that this growth whether it is technological or economic ultimately results in social inequalities and widens the gap between the elite and the poor, making the richest member of society even richer and reducing the economic freedom of both the lower and the middle class.

Another merit of the book is the in-depth analysis of the consequences of neoliberalism on the housing market and more importantly on some of the neglected neighborhoods of the city. The most important demonstration of this phenomenon being gentrification, mainly created by this race for the re-development of the inner-city by private investors and supported by the policies of the government. Which in returns, often pushes the previous residents of the area and the member of the lower class outside of the downtown core because of the unaffordable rent of these newly established condo towers. This phenomenon can not only be proven on paper, it can observed by anyone who decides to explore the downtown area on any given day as the number of condo developments are on the rise and  a new crowd of middle class and upper class citizens occupy this previously diversed location. The authors effectively showed the spread of this form of development by using the example of Minto Midtown. which still received approval by the government even if its fundamental structure went against some of the planning law concerning the height and size of the buildings allowed in downtown Toronto (Boudreau, Keil, Young, p.111).


As the book achieves its main goal and is able to answer the initial question of the authors, it still faces one setback. The critic of the current neoliberal system being clearly challenged with strong resources, the authors fall short when it comes to bringing an alternative method of governing which would ensure sustainability and at the same time the healthy development of Toronto. In doing so, the initial argument would of had more impact and it would of really demonstrated how neoliberalism can be avoided.

When analyzing the book's different sub-themes and examples, it becomes clear that Boudreau, Keil and Young have put of lot of time and research in order to prove that neoliberalism is not the solution to ensure the balance and well-being of a city. Through these specific concepts, the authors are able to critic the current system and effectively question the future of Toronto. They successfully explain how governmental policies that focus on growth and global expansion can have devastating consequences for the vulnerable member of society along with the landscape of the city itself, proving their main thesis valid in spite of some minor setbacks in their research method. Lastly, Changing Toronto proves itself as a useful resource for anyone wishing to understand the many impacts of neoliberalism on the GTA in the last decades.
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