 World Regions: Where do Sudan and South Sudan fit?

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/8336557.stm

· make sure you know South Sudan is a new country for map quiz

Unthinking the “Country of Africa” and Images of an African Other

Popular Stereotypes of Africa

DISCOURSE (a collection of words such as violent, war-ridden, combined with images we see to shape how we see something/our behaviour towards it)

· war and conflict (assumption that it takes place everywhere) 
· poverty & hunger
· disease
· wilderness & “primitive” Africa 

Main Themes for Africa Section:
· popular images of Sub-Saharan Africa are inaccurate simplifications of a much more complicated story
· Africa is not isolated from the rest of the world
· Africa is not naturally poor
· Africa has wealth
· Addressing Africa’s challenges

Africa is not a country!! It’s a big continent!!

Defining Sub-Saharan Africa
· no clear cut distinction between SS and North Africa
· not any one thing that defines this region
· similar but non identical – colonial and post colonial experience
· a region of immense diversity
· over 1000 languages spoken

A Quick History: Pre-Colonial Kingdoms
· Early Sub-Saharan States & Empires (p. 260 map)
· Consistent of kingdoms/states/tribal societies
· Many kingdoms were more sophisticated than those in Europe
· When Europeans came to Africa (1400s, first explorers were Portuguese), areas on the coast grew in power because of their access via boats
· Power shifted from the Sahel to the coastal areas
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Early explorers were very impressed with Kingdoms in Africa, after a while began to see primitive nature of Africans
· Othering – defining the identity of another group or person (ie. “the other”) in a negative way. This is done in order to define and secure one’s own (positive) identity and thus establish one’s superiority.
· Lots of evidence of othering by Europeans, including maps which included images of people who were half-dressed (looked like savages) and images of wild animals even though some areas contained well-populated cities
· Europeans had to justify their actions, so they made Africans look like a lower class of human, so they felt reassured in what they were doing


A Quick History – Early European Contact
· Portugal and trade – were the main controllers of trade/exploration over the sea
· Portugal had groups protecting the coast, but the inner areas of Portugal were not impacted
· Not a lot of settlement in Africa early on, simply contact
· Barriers to early colonization
· Disease (mainly Malaria, over half the early settlers died within 1 year due to Malaria)
· Strong African states
· “The White Man’s grave”
· The lure of profit
· Trading goods
· The slave trade
· The transatlantic slave trade could be looked at as a network (not static) between Europe, Americas and Africa
· For example, Europe would produce guns and trade them to Africa for slaves
· Then Europe would take slaves and trade them to the Americas for agricultural goods
· Europe would sell those agricultural goods at a ridiculous price in Europe, then produce guns and the cycle begins again
· From 1540-1870, 12 million slaves were kidnapped from Africa
· Reminds us not only of how the world is, but how the world got there

Leading up to Colonialism and Settlement 
· Dutch Settlement (1600s and established Cape Town by the 1650s)
· Strategic location of South Africa, since Europeans must go through South Africa to get to Asia
· The Dutch restocked ships in South Africa when travelling to Asia
· British Settlement
· Used military power to pretty much kick Dutch out
· Gold is discovered in Johannesburg and a war between Dutch/British ends in British taking control
· Begin to see that colonialism is the fight between European powers

Main Points from Today’s Lecture
· popular images of Sub-Saharan Africa 
· creating of an African other
· Africa is diverse
· Well developed ancient civilizations
· Path towards colonization and settlements

Map Quiz in tutorials coming in a few weeks, don’t skip one, study guide up on moodle site, lecture/textbook/tutorials

Colonizing “Africa” and the creation of poverty and wealth

Early Colonial Interaction
· between 1400s and 1800s very little European settlement
· Portuguese were first to come to Africa
· Strong armies/malaria were the reason for this
· Dutch were the exception and settled in modern South Africa
· By 1878 not a lot of settlement, but later in 1800s major colonization

Rationale behind Colonization
· “civilization”/Christianity (explicitly racist treatment) [ie. Cecil Rhodes]
· Commerce
· Colonies = new markets
· Colonies = access to natural resources
· Ambitious plans
· Results in serious Imperial rivalries (British vs. French vs. German, etc.)

Imperial Rivalry and the “Scramble for Africa”
· Imperial rivalry intensifies by 1880s
· The Berlin Conference (1884) and the “Principle of Effectivity” (conference had all European leaders, no African leaders)
· Principle is that if you can prove its your colony, other European nations must accept that
· Some ways to prove this are to have settlers there, police force, must have control over indigenous people, must flly flag there, must use resources in the country

Enabling Movement Inward
· Quinine – remedy for malaria
· Superior firepower (eg. Maxim machine gun – first portable machine gun)
· By 1913, 10,000 African kingdoms transformed into 40 colonies 
· Europeans ignored indigenous cultural and political geographies
· Leads to indigenous groups who hate each other being asked to live in the same colony (happened a lot in Nigeria)
· Also led to Europeans cutting tribes in half or simply separating them


The Decolonization of Africa
· rise of Pan-African activism: early 1900s (fed up of Europeans being there)
· nothing really came of it though, Europeans have too much power
· WWII – watershed years
· Left many European powers devastated
· Many Europeans started to think about loosening grip (200,000 African soldiers fought for Allies)
· **Started to see the contradiction of colonialism (Africans fighting for Europeans, but when they return home, they will be dominated by Europeans again)
· Decolonization of South and South-East Asia (if India could fight for freedom and get it in 1947, then African countries can too)
· 1950-1960s – decolonization of much of Africa (Ghana was first one)
· exceptions to peaceful decolonization
· British settler colonies (Kenya area)
· Portuguese colonies (Mozambique, Angola)
· Portugal had very little support from Europe/world trying to maintain their colonies

The Roots of African Poverty & Wealth

Wealth and Poverty: Economic Differentiation Within Africa
· the wealthy
· Diverse Economy (ie. South Africa, more than twice as wealthy as second best, Nigeria  has everything that modern wealthy nations have, malls, resorts, etc., but also have major polarization)
· Oil/Mineral economies
· Botswana (diamonds), Nigeria (oil) [still lots of uneven distribution of wealth in these area]
· Tourism countries
· Mauritius, Seychelles 

· the poor
· drought-prone areas, (post-) conflict (ie. Somalia which is both drought-prone and has conflict)
· The Sahel, Horn of Africa, Zimbabwe 

Roots of Poverty within Africa
· Slave Trade
· Colonialism
· Infrastructure – railroads in Colonial West Africa (1930s)  used to get goods shipped to Europe rather than to develop strength within Africa
· Natural resource extraction
· Re-orientation of economies
· Colonial settlement and land appropriation – Europeans just came in and took the best agricultural land (ie. In Tanzania and Kenya), Africans had no choice but to take low-paid jobs
· Active creation of poverty (poverty today has roots in colonialism, ie. Infrastructure which was never set-up for development, only to ship goods out)
· European wealth = African poverty


Post-Independence Roots of Poverty
· failed National development policies
· industrialization and import substitution
· Food policies – governments wanted to keep cost of food low, so manufacturing costs were low (lots of subsidies but farmers couldn’t make any money off low costs, become self-sustaining instead of selling food to government)
· “Big Man” Politics – corruption
· ie. President of Mobutu of Zaire

Things to Know
· how poverty was actively produced in parts of sub-Saharan Africa
· relation between poverty and wealth
· extra-continental and internal dimensions of poverty and wealth
· legacy of colonialism

Theme 1: Contemporary Economic Challenges

The Debt Crisis
· begins in 1960s; unmanageable by 1970s and early 80s, and has kept growing
· debt collected greatly due to taking out significant loans (oil crisis in 70s caused great trouble) 
· problem of INTEREST, bigger problem than the initial loans
· debt diverts resources
· should debt be relieved?

International Trade
· international trade is not that abstract of a concept to impoverished people, often impacts people’s daily lives 
· but fair trade isn’t happening in sub-Saharan Africa
· unfair trade practices
· commodity pricing – ie. Coffee producer and have potential to make a lot of money, but the rich world sets the price of coffee very low
· subsidies, uneven playing field, and dumping – government gives subsidies/tax breaks to protect domestic industry
· rich world tells these countries due to “free trade”, they must get rid of their subsidies (farmers in rich world can sell products cheaper than those in the poor world because they are significantly subsidized)
· dumping is just taking huge amounts of agricultural products and dumping them on market or give them away as aid

HIV/AIDS
· severe social implications (population growth) and severe economic implications
· most people who are infected are the most active economically (most in the primes of their lives)
· these people are taken out of the economy
· number of people who have access to antiretroviral drugs has increased dramatically over the past years
· the incidence of HIV has decreased in many areas in Africa recently (hopeful sign)
· there are a lot of local programs (just as much as there is foreign organizations)

Theme 2: Popular Stereotypes of Africa: “Ethnic” and “Tribal” Conflict

The Stereotype of Africa as a War-Ridden Continent
· professor asked students to locate Bosnia on a map and over half put it in Africa
· vast majority  of continent is not violent at the moment

Racist Conceptual Double Standard: Europe vs. Africa
· assumption that Africans engage in war for ethnic reasons, whereas Europe does it for strategic reasons 

Conventional Outline of the Rwandan Genocide
· fighting between two groups Hutu and Tutsi
· 800,000+ killed  genocide
· our goal: complicate the storyline
· wasn’t a spontaneous conflict, was planned out by leaders
· Pre-colonial Hutu and Tutsi
· Not separate tribes
· Not rigid categories
· No Hutu-Tutsi violent conflict
· In the Kingdom originally, Tutsi were the upper class, Hutu were commoners/peasants but they lived side-by-side 
· Colonial Hutu and Tutsi
· Europeans believed Tutsi were the sophisticated rulers that came from India/Egypt
· Belgians naturalize “ethnic difference” and “Tutsi superiority”
· After WWI, Germany lots many of its African colonies and the Belgians took over Rwanda
· Belgians implemented identity cards and differentiated between Hutu/Tutsi
· Ethnicity, once assigned, enabled indirect colonial rule (So Tutsis become their leaders and they rule over Hutus, while benefitting Belgium)
· Ethnic identity becomes fixed, inflexible
· Post WWII
· 1959 Hutu come to power
· re-writing the cultural and national mythology (portrayed Tutsis as arrogant aristocrats)
· land issues – Hutu take much of Tutsi’s land
· Tutsi response: RPF attacks Hutu government, government deflects guilt on Tutsis when Hutu’s are upset
· Early to mid 1990s
· Discussion of a “final solution” – Hutu talk about wiping out Tutsis
· “ethnic identities” are not questioned – difference between them becomes greater (start portraying Tutsi as foreigners, cockroaches or bad people)
· GENOCIDE
· Recovery
· Government trying to reinvent the country by calling everyone Rwandans and no more Hutu/Tutsi
· Lessons
· Far too simplistic to see this case as a conflict of an ethinc nature (wrong/incomplete)

Key Points: Ethnic Conflict in Africa
· conceptual double standard = unjustified assumption that:
· European genocide = aberration
· African genocide = the norm
· Genocide in Rwanda
· Is not the spontaneous eruption of intractable ethnic conflict
· Has deeply colonial roots
· Was enabled by elites who actively created and manipulated ethnic divisions (elites in Hutu government)

Must know Fertile Crescent Map

http://www.ancient.eu.com/image/169/




Popular Images of Africa II

Famine: Not Natural, But Political

Nutritional Prosperity
· people having enough food to eat
· people in general in sub-Saharan Africa have enough food to eat
· in terms of economic indicators, sub-Saharan Africans make less money than much of SW Asia, but Africans are better nourished and have more access to housing (many self-sustaining farmers)
· everyone starving is a massive stereotype, but famine has occurred and they have occurred due to political reasons

Causes of Famine
· popular explanations
· drought (the Sahel and Southern Africa very prone to drought)
· Malthusian argument (over-population) [you only have so many natural resources, so your food remains at a stable level but with significant population growth you have a shortage, very popular line of explanation within media and European nations]
· Morally problematic and inaccurate, enables people slacking and gives us an excuse not to help. Since 1990, food production has gone up significantly in the world. But more and more people are hungry as well. 
· Lack of access to food
· Conflict and misrule (crops burned during war, food re-distributed to armies instead of people during war)
· “No famine has ever taken place in the history of the world in a functioning democracy.” – Amartya Sen, 1999
· land distribution – if you dedicate huge amount of lands to export agriculture (agribusiness), everyone else doesn’t have enough land and they can’t grow enough food for themselves
· poverty/lack of an economic safety net – if you’re a poor farmer and a drought hits, you can’t buy food (rich people will never experience famine)

The West Sahelian Famine (1968-1974) [South of Sahara, relatively fertile area]
· fluctuations in rainfall 
· long history of human habitation
· high human death toll; ½ livestock herd gone, crops devastated
· causes? Debate (most turned to Malthusian argument)

What made the Sahel VULNERABLE to drought?
· vulnerable – exposure to risk and ability to respond to risk
· promotion of peanut cultivation – local farmers didn’t plant peanuts in large numbers 
· demand on international markets for peanuts/peanut oil, government would buy peanuts from farmers and they would sell them to international markets for foreign currencies
· peanuts are grown underground and the soil must be turned
· at the same time as dry season, winds from the Sahara come in and after turning the soil, topsoil is blown away by wind
· so topsoil leads to loss of nutrients and they’re great at absorbing water so when it rains, the water is no longer absorbed by the soil
· peanuts played a big role
· farmers themselves are more vulnerable and cannot cope, they had to take out loans to pay for peanut plants
· have no money, so cannot eat
· farmers who used to grow regular crops tried to grow crops that were drought-resistant (some crops that could help them sustain themselves during a drought), but after peanuts, they stopped growing these insurance policies
· drought is climatic; roots of famine are social, economic, and political

Other Famines: Irish Potato Famine (1845 – 1852)
· 20-25% loss of population (many more left the country, 1 million dead)
· “natural” cause
· potato blight disease 
· potatoes were primary food source for Ireland
· political causes
· most of the land is owned by British Anglicans, while most Irish are Catholics
· British were landlords, Irish were the tenants, Irish were very poor and treated negatively
· Irish had very small plots of land and potatoes were excellent to grow for sustaining families, potato blight totally wipes this source of food out, so poor Irish could not buy any other source of food
· During every year of the famine, British still exported food from Ireland to England (not only products but cattle as well)
· Lesson? Roots of famine are absolutely political
· Lots of debate about considering the famine a genocide

The “Great Leap Forward” in China (1958-1961)
· 35-40 million people died
· arguably the largest famine ever
· China was run by Chairman Mao (communist) who wanted to transform China into industrial economy with very modern agriculture
· Its cause was primary political, government policies failed, they tried to use communal farms and had people working in factories
· Led to huge lack of food and very high prices
· Government didn’t respond by redistributing food
· Roots of this famine are political again, the environmental cause is much smaller here

East African Drought (2011)
· area is marked by uneven food security
· Somalia in the midst of a terrible famine (UN has called it official famine)
· Climatic causes (drought), many attribute it to climate change
· Political causes – failed state, no functioning government since 1991, in the midst of civil war (no central government controlling food supply so food can’t be transferred to those who need it)
· Groups aren’t working together to get food where its needed, southern Somalia is the worst hit area
· Southern Somalia controlled by militant group called Al Shabab and they have not allowed aid organizations like the UN for food aid (they claim UN is anti-Islamist and do not like group)
· Thousands of refugees streaming into Kenya and Al-Shabab is stopping them
· Lack of international awareness – we don’t even know much about it (donor fatigue, don’t know where $$ is going, people are arguing that we don’t see Somalis as fully human), K’Naan and Bono arguing about it, K’Naan wants us just to think about people as human and talks about beauty of Somalia/land of poets, rather than starving and poor

Things to Know
· Africa is not a landscape of famine – rather there is significant nutritional prosperity
· Famine is not natural – it’s social, economic and political
· Environmental factors (ie. Drought) by themselves do not cause famine – they only exacerbate vulnerability
· Famine results when people cannot access food
· Getting people to care…(De)othering?

Popular Images of Africa – “Wilderness”

· the stereotype of Africa as a land of wilderness is something we perceive as positive
· unpeopled landscape, where all you have is wildlife/wilderness (ie. Amarula alcohol company using wilderness as method of selling booze)
· part of the discourse of Africa as a dark/mysterious continent

Philosophical Foundations of Wilderness
· ominous (pre-1850s)
· the sublime
· nostalgia and anti-modern sentiment
· the “closing of the American frontier” – was always that wild space to the west where people didn’t live, people started to inhabit it
· the fear is that all these beautiful places like Yosemite and Yellowstone will be lost, as cities/factories come up
· Americans really wanted to differentiate themselves from the Europeans at the time and those natural spaces of wilderness were greater than anything the Europeans could build (ie. Cathedrals)
· Americans felt a sense of fear regarding losing their identity if cities overtook the wilderness in the West

The National Park Ideal
· First national park was Yellowstone in 1872 (in the world)
· Government can draw a line around it and say they are preserving the beauty, the assumption is that people shouldn’t belong in those places
· People got kicked out of these areas

“Wilderness: Exported to the African Colonies
· as American/European govt/ecologists start to talk about preservation, these talks travel to the African colonies
· Europeans are very interested in creating reserves/national parks in their African colonies
· In the late 1800s, there was a serious decline in wildlife (spread of disease like river pest virus) and spike in overhunting, so they were very interested in conservation
· This justified colonial control of land
· Rationales
· Conservation
· Justified colonial control of land
· Sport hunting and adventure (becomes an advertisement and Europeans start to like colonies more)
· Colonial sensibilities: Africa as Europe’s frontier (going back to the simple life and back in time, since factories and what not were hurting Europe’s identity)
· Rationales were tied to European colonialism
· Leads to the creation of “spaces of wilderness” – eg. National parks and reserves (first one in Congo)

“Wilderness” Exported to the African Colonies
· The Noble Savage? – the ideal that society/modernity corrupts people and if we go to less developed areas, the primitive people are pure
· People seen as part of the wilderness themselves
· Colonial officials decide this isn’t working well and we begin to see mass exodus of people from national parks
· National pride (ie. Tanzanians proud of Serengeti)


Things to Know
· history of wilderness (its roots and movement)
· wilderness as a social construction
· spaces of “wilderness” were not simply found in Africa – they were actively created
· pros and cons of spaces of wilderness
· (how) should we move beyond the concept of wilderness?



Wilderness as social construction
· created in the US, exported from Europe to Africa and these European colonies created national parks
· wilderness was CREATED and applied to certain spaces, those places were re-crafted and changed to fit the wilderness ideal
· Steps in establishing park include creating border, kicking inhabitants out, placing their own people there (these areas are actually monitored very heavily)

Think about
· how Africa gets presented as wilderness (you are invited to visit Africa untouched – the idea that Africa is all the same)
· how this wilderness seems to take us back in time? (use words like untouched and refuge)
· how indigenous people fit into the landscape (seen as a spectacle more than people, everything traditional and people are part of the wilderness)

Negative impacts of Wilderness
· removal of indigenous people
· criminalization of practices (going from hunting to poaching, can no longer collect resources from park like wood)
· increased surveillance and militarization of space

Positive impacts of Wilderness
· conservation (very important to promote and helps us preserve wildlife [and habitats] especially those that are threatened)
· economic development (eco-tourism) s


Relate Discourse to Power/Knowledge






Race and Space: Apartheid

· South Africa is Sub-Sahara’s most powerful country (arguably the most powerful in the entire continent)
· Also has the greatest polarization between rich and poor
· The most multicultural country in Africa

Brief History of South Africa: Settlement, Resources, and the Meetings of Cultures
· colonized by the Dutch in the 1650s (first African country to be colonized)
· intense fighting between Dutch/British over next two centuries over land in South Africa for years, also fighting over shipping routes
· people coming from South Asia, South-east Asia, coming over as slaves or on their own to provide labour in South Africa
· people from different groups started to marry, mixed races were created (called coloureds, not a derogatory term)
· “white” wealth built on exploited labour of non-“whites”
· major discrimination in the labour market
· segregation in the 1800s-1900s (only white people can live here, only black people can live there, etc.)
· by mid 1940s, Africa was a very racially segregated country (most of the wealth distributed amongst rich whites with European ancestry)

· 1948 – the beginning of Apartheid – things get significantly worse
· apartheid = separation, apartness
· official policy of racial segregation (1948-1994)
· goal of apartheid was to keep races separate
· fundamentally a spatial project (manipulated space)
· discrimination in the way spaces were distributed, white people were given the best space

Petty apartheid
· operated at small scales (ie. Bathrooms, separate bus and train stations, different park benches, elevators, hospitals, parking spaces, graveyards, schools, universities)
· laws against marrying out of race as well as having sexual relations with a different race (punishable offences)

Grand apartheid
· segregation of entire cities
· example: Johannesburg (city) vs. Soweto (township) – majority of Johannesburg became a white city (especially land downtown), government creates a new township 35km from Johannesburg called Soweto exclusively for black people
· displacement
· displacement of black and other communities to build white neighborhoods (eg. Sophiatown/Triomf, white people move to Sophiatown and Black people are moved to Soweto

Even Grander apartheid:
· Bantustans/Homelands (separate states)
· Government claimed black Africans belonged in different states (areas with the worst land, 13% of total land was allocated for black people yet they were the majority of the population)
· Government also denied South African citizenship to black people, they were citizens of their Bantustans/Homelands (if they weren’t citizens of South Africa, they couldn’t speak out against their government)
· This whole process relocated 3.5 million black Africans and 600,000 Coloureds

· apartheid manipulated space, it created a brand new geography for South Africa
· happened at a small, large and extremely large scale

Two Important Questions
1. Why did the apartheid government insist on racially segregating the population?
a. Consolidation of White Power – enables them to have the control of government (black people can’t vote), have control over the best land, have control of the best trade routes
b. Labour – Black South Africans are basically forced to work for white South Africans (their land is terrible, they have to pay taxes and have no choice but to join the labour force) 
2. What did apartheid achieve?
a. It consolidated or reinforced racial difference
b. It created a racially-divided and economically-divided society, caused extensive suffering (if you were a child of a mixed family, your family was split up – read speech excerpt from Desmond Tutu in textbook)
c. It triggered resistance

Internal Resistance to Apartheid
· triggers resistance because it was so clearly racist/brutal
· in the early days of apartheid, resistance was very moderate and peaceful, protests/marches but nothing violent’
· as resistance to apartheid strengthens, the apartheid government shoots back harder (arrests people, beats them, organizes assassinations)
· Steven Biko (1946-1977) – an anti-apartheid activist that was thrown in jail and beaten to death (was a great motivator of youth and had the support of many young people)
· Everyone resisted apartheid (students, parents, grandparents) not just activists
External Resistance to Apartheid
· many other countries started anti-apartheid movements (ie. Britain)
· tried to protest events such as sporting events involving South Africa (this was somewhat effective)
· economic sanctions were put on South Africa, but wasn’t until the US did in 1986 that it made a significant difference
· cracks begin to show and apartheid falls (1994 – first democratic elections and Nelson Mandela becomes President)
· designed a new flag and represented all the different people in that country, accepted that diversity

Legacies of Apartheid
· informal segregation (best land in Cape Town still mostly owned by white people, African are still in worst areas)
· racial division of wealth ($$, land, etc.)
· land reform (government trying to buy some better land from white people and distribute it to some black people)
· global influence of anti-apartheid leaders

Take-home Points
· pre-apartheid history of South Africa
· What apartheid achieved and how it did this
· How space was manipulated to strengthen racial difference: to oppress, to exploit, to profit, etc.
· How it worked at various scales (petty to grand)
· How apartheid fell
· Legacies of apartheid


“Saving Africa” or Rethinking a Region

Final (Problematic!) Stereotype
· Africa as a victim passively waiting to be saved by us
· Implies a savior mentality

The Saviour Mentality: “Saving” Africa

Keep a Child Alive
· Cause for antiretroviral drugs
· I am African – we can trace our heritage back to African ancestors
· Logic is that Africans are dying and its our job to save them
· Patronizing and sets parallel between Gwyneth Paltrow/Africans – celebrities using it for their own careers
· Celebrities have tribal paint on their face and half-naked, makes them appear uncivilized again

“Stop trying to ‘save’ Africa”
· Nigerian-American author Uzodinma Iweala
· we tend to ignore the work Africans are doing to help their fellow citizens, we look at celebrities and people we know better

ONE – The Campaign to Make Poverty History
· headed by Bono
· very powerful message, but different images/words
· second ad campaign does not reproduce images of African victims
· also mentions poverty in America

Care International
· discusses how people have power and we can help them reach their potential
· very positive message, rejecting the savior mentality

African-Led Projects

Regional Integration
· SADC, trying to promote industry and trading internally, governments trying to bring down economic borders

Peace Parks
· Transfontier Conservation Areas (TFCAs)
· National parks that can cross borders
· Removing the Mozambican/South African border fence in the GLTP
· Allows movement of animals
· Important culturally since governments are starting to remove fences, the hope is that there is a freer movement of people 
· Political aspect as well, South Africa in 1980s harmed by Apartheid
· Economic Potential of Eco-Tourism: Peace Parks generate $$

South Africa’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC)
· African model of justice and non-violent resolution
· Violence of Apartheid was heavy
· Leaders like Mandela put TRC in place to deal with violent past and look to the future
· Investigated apartheid-era crimes and offered amnesty
· Forgiveness  national healing
· Model for post-conflict societies around the world
· Civil society = citizens/”the people”
· NGO = non-governmental organization

Civil Society/NGOs
· the woman: Dr. Wangari Maathai
· the green belt movement
· the movement and its implications
· first goal was to simply plant trees
· people could decide where to plant trees, so powers people and gives them a salary as well
· empowering women is very important as part of the project
· is now global, started in Kenya
· she won the Nobel Peace Prize in 2004
· in 2000, she was on the Jubilee Campaign that led to debt cancellation

Rethinking our Connection with Africa
· Learning from Africans
· Mandela/Tutu/Maathai

Things to Know
· problems with the discourse of saving Africa/Africa as a victim (ways of challenging this)
· ways sub-Saharan Africans are addressing challenges faced by the region and the entire world
· rethinking Africans as active shapers of their own future and as people we can learn from


1. Intro to North Africa and SW Asia

Region: North Africa and Southwest Asia
· characteristics and diversity of the region
· includes many important bodies of water (Nile, Tigris, Euphrates), most people live near the water and many areas are inhabited (desert)
· 450 million people inhabit this region
· in general, this region shares a similar culture
· similar physical geography (ie. Dry climate, natural resources such as oil)
· similar political issues in these areas
· historically, it was the meeting ground of many different parts of the world (early globalization)
· the center of trade in the past (between Europe/Asia/Africa), no world region has exemplified globalization as well as this region
· farmers in this region started to domesticate wheat, and farmed cattle (spread throughout the world)
· this region is the birthplace of Christianity, Islam, Judaism
· Politics of a name: SW Asia vs. The Middle East (the middle East term was made by Europeans, it’s the Middle East from their perspective)

2. Arab Spring: Spaces of Protest and Political Transformation

· large scale wave of demonstrations and protests, demands for democracy


Seeds of a Revolution
· Mohamed Bouazizi and Tunisian Protest
· He was a vegetable vendor, had a long history of being bothered by police
· He took a loan of $200 one day, and the next, the police harass him by asking for a vendor’s permit (they knock down his car, confiscate his weighing scales, slap him and spit in his face)
· He goes to the governor’s office the next day and the governor refuses to see him
· The next day he brings a can of gasoline and lights himself on fire
· This one man’s act sparked an outrage, people start protesting and want accountability from the government
· President of Tunisia flees the country and ends up in Saudi Arabia, was in power for 23 years
· Wave of protests across the region
· Egypt protests –large-scale, led to the toppling of Mubarak
· Syria – in the midst of massive chaos, lots of violence against protesters, but protests continue
· Libya effectively in a state of civil war, Gaddafi in hiding
· Yemen protests, in October 2011, a Yemeni woman won a Nobel Prize as a member of government is against the President

Arab Spring
· Spring is a reference to the 1968 Prague Spring
· Causes? People want democracy and the ability to vote in/out government (accountability)
· Lots of issues with corruption/human rights violations
· Economic decline, concern with poverty, not enough jobs
· Food prices have been on the rise since 2007 (simply too expensive for many people)
· What does all of this mean/long term implications?
· We don’t know, too early to say
· Not sure if it’s possible for more accountable governments to replace the current ones
· For certain, it’s extremely important to pay attention to what’s going on right now, these political transformations have global implications

Arab Spring: Spaces of Protest**
· cyber-space and public space
· John Allemang – “Revolutions need space”

Cyberspace
· cyberspace as a digital world, an online community (defined by networks)
· through cyberspace, the Arab Spring began to take shape
· silent protest on the Nile River – instructions said “Stand 5 feet apart, so not to break laws, wear black, stay silent on the shores of the Nile, stay for 1 hour and leave” (all sent out over Facebook, protest against police brutality)
· name of Facebook group, We Are all Khaled Saeed, 5 people who didn’t know each other came together who didn’t know each other to start the group (organized other events too)
· cyberspace enables political organizing
· part of this Facebook group was a protest in Cairo against corruption, poverty, torture, unemployment, 80000 people showed up
· people would spray paint Facebook/Twitter so people knew where to go to join protests
· Cyberspace is simply a tool that allowed people to come together
· These protests helped bring down Hosni Mubarak 
· Why cyberspace?
· Anonymous 
· Didn’t even have to physically be there
· Gives you a lot more flexibility, speed/adapting to problems
· Worldwide exposure
· Protests also called “Youthquake”

Spaces of Protest II: Public Space
· getting away from the computer, protesting in huge numbers
· public space = space to which all citizens have a right of access
· all factors apart, such as gender/race/religion, a place of inclusion where everyone can come together
· its opposite is private property
· space of the public sphere, the arena in which the people and the government meet (an area of debate)
· example of Tahrir Square
· what’s so special about public space?
· Gathering space, draws attention
· Free space
· Government can’t stand up to hundreds of thousands of people
· Empowers the people, spill-over effect on other people
· Cannot ignore 80,000 physical people demanding that the government steps down
· Protest are large enough that the country can come to a hault
· Numbers matter, read essay in textbook
· Dangerously dynamic and physical with that many people there, simply can’t ignore it, dictators must react
· 200,000 people saying they don’t like the government – the government cannot claim the majority still agree with their decisions
· international audience with other world leaders telling Mubarak to step down (outside pressures with videos/images)
· space of political possibilities, can demand change, radical political potential in this area
· Tahrir Square was actually a complex space, plenty of organization and broken down into different areas
· Syria has protests in more traditional places like mosques
· In other cases protests aren’t necessarily held in public spaces (public spaces not used equally across the region)
· The path of protest – the Guardian* (very excellent resource)

Take-Home Points
· North Africa and SW Asia as a region
· Characteristics, historical significance
· Arab Spring
· Causes
· Long-term implications
· Spaces of protest and their significance
 

Southwest Asia and North Africa – Oil Rich, Water Poor

Geography of Oil
· 7% of the population has 60% of the world’s oil
· Saudi Arabia has 20% of the world’s known oil supply
· Not equally distributed amongst regions, even in some countries more than others in the same regions

Oil and Wealth – Landscapes of Luxury
· UAE (Dubai), Bahrain, Qatar, etc.
· Burj al Arab (world’s first 7 star hotel), Burj Khalifa (30% taller than CN Tower, tallest building in the world)
· Dubai got its start from oil, in the 1960s was a small fishing town with just 40,000 people
· A lot more money made through real estate speculation and tourism in recent times
· Conflict and poverty within Dubai (and other countries rich in oil)
· Polarization can lead to conflict
· Foreign labourers* (many from South Asia/Southeast Asia)
· 4/5 people in Dubai are not from there, many of them are foreign labourers
· many labourers not allowed to live in cities, live on compounds of oil companies/construction companies

Oil, Power and Geopolitical Conflict
· control of oil by foreign companies, resistance and the creation of OPEC (Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries)
· by the 1920s, foreign companies control much of the oil in this region
· British control Iran oil, so Iranians started to get upset that foreign firms are taking control of their national asset
· Iran nationalizes oil and retakes control of it
· Foreign companies start decreasing price of oil, Iran gets together with other oil exporting countries, and starts telling them they can control the world price of oil
· Control of oil by foreign companies, resistance and the creation of OPEC
· Iraq-Kuwait War (90-91)/First Gulf War
· Bad relations between these two countries in the late 1980s
· Iraq owed Kuwait a lot of money, Iraq/Iran had a war and borrowed lots of money from Kuwait during it
· Tension around the cost of oil too, Iraq (member of OPEC) wanted to have OPEC raise the cost of oil so they would make more money
· Kuwait responds by upping production of oil, surplus of oil and price actually falls
· Result all this tension is Iraq invades Kuwait (tries to take them over)
· UN gets involved, tells Iraq they can’t invade Kuwait, UN has coalition forces coming in to try and stop Iraq
· Many countries such as Canada/US/Saudi Arabia send troops and it becomes a global conflict, Iraq realizes they can’t win and retreat, but they lit oil fields on fire as they left Kuwait
· US Invasion of Iraq (2003-??), rumblings that this is a conflict over oil as well

Arid Lands and the Need for Water
· this area of the world lacks water, lots of the area is dessert

Reshaping Spaces – Agriculture
· the Fertile Crescent was the most important for agriculture
· long history in the region
· expanding settlement and agriculture
· tapping aquifers
· building dams
· aquifers allow for fresh water from underground to irrigate land in the desert
· Libya builds artificial rivers by bringing water to surface and transport this water several hundred kms away 

Environmental Impacts of Agriculture/Use of Water
· depletion of aquifers
· salinization – build-up of toxic salt in the soil
· all fresh water has tiny amounts of toxic salt in it
· if you take that fresh water and irrigate your fields, the water will evaporate or go deep into the soil, the toxic salt stays
· the toxic salt builds up over hundreds of years, can’t grow crops anymore
· in regular climates, the rain would wash it away 
· problems with dams
· alternatives
· “virtual water” – you import crops and grow other crops that require less water
· desalination (removing salt from salt water) and reusing waste water

Hydro-politics : The interplay of water resource issues and politics
· some people have argued in the next century we will see wars fought over water

Nile River
· Sudan, Ethiopia, and Egypt

Upper Tigris and Euphrates Rivers
· Turkey, Iraq and Syria

Jordan River, West Bank and Gaza Aquifers, Etc.
· Palestine, Israel, Jordan, Syria, Lebanon

Hydro-politics and Global warming
· with global warming comes higher temperatures (evaporation) and sea levels rise
· sea level rise can cause intrusion of salt water (especially in the Nile)

Natural resources and the need to address (the various layers) of conflict 

Things to Know:
· significance of oil and water for the region including:
· their geographies and how they are reshaping spaces
· how they are important to economies and livelihoods
· how they are caught up with larger political conflict and can contribute to conflict





Guest Speaker – The Global Constitution of the Oil Industry

Dr. Anna Zalik

· countries like Nigeria, Mexico, and parts of Canada see their history as connected to the oil sector
· the criticism comes from lack of regulation in the extraction of oil
· lots of this stems from Southern Nigeria (ie. Shell and how their oil extraction effects indigenous people in Nigeria)
· Mexican Gulf – in the 1930s, they expelled all foreign companies
· Nigeria is a much newer oil industry than that of Mexico
· Chevron, Exxon Mobil, Shell, etc. are companies operating in Nigeria
· These companies have much less care about the country than national companies that have employees/executives that have an interest in that country
· Southern Nigeria (delta states) is where the oil industry is concentrated
· Considerable offshore oil in Mexico
· In the Western Hemisphere, Canada and Mexico are 2nd/3rd to the US in oil production
· Apparently Toronto sits on a major shale gas reserve, but way too expensive to extract

Resistance and Regulation in the Extractive Zone – 1990s
· Ken Saro Wiwa/Shell
· Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador – Mexico 2006 elections
· Nationalization of Mexican Oil


Global Warming and Climate Refugees: ISLAND STATES

· an increase in the temperature of the Earth’s atmosphere
· cause: dramatic increase in greenhouse gasses (eg. Carbon dioxide), also methane to some extent and others
· tied to burning fossil fuels and hence industrialization, economy
· temperature will rise an est. 2 to 4 degrees F by 2030 (double that by 2100) unless a drastic reduction in greenhouse gasses

Probable Impacts of Global Warming
· rise in sea levels (melting)
· more extreme weather
· decrease in fresh water
· agriculture: decrease in grains
· increase in wildfires/death of plants

Irony of Climate Change
· people contributing least to the problem being impacted the most

Climate Refugees
· people who have to move due to the climate
· 500 million over the next century (upper limit stat), 150 million will be produced by 2050 (most cited stat)

The Maldives
· 300,000 people live there
· series of 1000 islands
· lowest lying country in the world
· high tides bad for crops (food security)
· in risk of becoming true climate refugees as they may have to physically leave their country and likely won’t be able to come back
· Papa New Guinea, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Vanuatu are areas at risk too
· If a country sinks beneath the sea, is it still a country? What about rights to sea resources? What about citizenship? – read NY Times article
· Some countries purchasing land in India, Australia, Sri Lanka in case they are displaced
· Biggest impact of this insurance fund is that it raises awareness of the issue

Island States’ (More Active) Responses to Climate Change
· demanding a cut in global greenhouse gas emissions (Tuvalu)
· claimed Tuvalu is one of the most vulnerable countries in the world, future is dependent on meeting, and felt like they were signing a useless agreement that wouldn’t cut greenhouse gases enough, didn’t sign it
· 30 pieces of silver reference, Judas given that to betray Jesus
· focus on renewable energy/carbon neutrality
· Maldives promised by the year 2020, they will be a carbon neutral country
· Shames the rest of the world and proves it can be done 

Things to Know
· climate change: what is it, what’s causing it and what can stop it
· probable impacts of climate change (1) in general and (2) on low lying island nations
· important political questions: eg. If a country sinks beneath the sea, is it still a country
· island states responses to climate change

Tropical Islands

Islands: Five Geographical Histories
· words that come to mind: the beach, paradise, etc.

1. Gardens and paradise
· provoke people to travel around the world
· search for the Garden of Eden
· in the 19th century, a lot of people weren’t happy with industrial revolution and how it made Europe
· some people looked backward when life was more simple/organic
· sweetness and power – book on sugar
· Marshall Islands used by US for testing nuclear bombs, no one lives there

2. Plantations and Slavery
3. Practicing for War
· Hawaii has lots of extinctions
· The dodo bird
· Alfred Wallace
· Father of bio-geography



1. The Resort: Gardens and paradise (three moments: trade, empire, tourism)
2. The Plantation: Sugar and Slavery
3. The Bomb test site: Practicing for War
4. The Park (extinction, evolution, biodiversity)
5. Home: Indigenous Peoples

Europe as a World Region: Open Europe, Closed Europe

Europe as a World Region
· Europe does not naturally exist as a world region – it’s a human creation
· Came into being because at some point in history, people decided where to draw line around land mass
· Different textbooks have different countries listed as part of Europe (our textbook doesn’t include Moldova, Ukraine)
· Very arbitrary where you draw the Eastern border of Europe
· Diversity of peoples and environments/landscapes
· Europe is home to half a billion people, home to large countries such as Germany/France/Spain, also home to Monaco (micro-state with 35000 people there)
· Relatively small space

The European Union
· re-making Europe as a tighter world region
· brief history: from chaos and disintegration to cooperation and integration
· at one point they produced 90% of the world’s manufactured goods
· wars devastated area, not a nice place to live at that point in time
· by 1950, how do you recover? Roots of European Union begin
· Western European countries get together and ratify treaty about coal and steel industries
· Free movement of goods between these 6 countries
· Started talking about shared laws and economies
· EU’s focus: economic and political integration
· Single market, currency
· Shared policy
· Thought is that one big economy>several small ones

Free Movement: The Schengen Area
· removal of borders = free movement within the area
· started to debate physical borders
· goal of Schengen is total free movement of people
· key rules are removal of border checks/patrols
· common rules applied (you can get a Schengen VISA that allows you to visit the entire area)
· police officers can enter into another country to catch criminals as part of agreement too

Open Europe or Closed Europe:
· Tensions re: immigration
· Historically, Europe opened its door to migrants
· Today, immigration is controversial especially in culturally homogeneous countries
· Jamaica/Hong Kong/Zimbabwe people want to go to UK
· From South America to Spain
· There is a broad ant-immigrant sentiment in many countries in Europe
· Spatial contradiction of Open Europe, Closed Europe tied to anti-immigrant sentiment
· Ie. Strict border production against immigrants, yet they want free movement of people within countries in EU
· **IRELAND/UK ARE NOT PART OF SCHENGEN – MAP QUIZ**
· is Open Europe becoming more closed??
· Eg. French-Italian border 
· By May 2011, 35000 people had left from Tunisiato come into France and Italy
· Italy allowed them temporary residence permits since Tunisians do not want to live in Italy, they want to go to the French-speaking France
· France shut the border down and would not allow the Tunisians to enter (questions about the future of Schengen, people had residence permits yet were not allowed in)
· Eg. Denmark
· One of the most xenophobic countries in Europe
· Tried closing down border with Germany and sea border with Sweden
· Do not want migrants coming to Denmark
· Video – will be up on Moodle – Kingsley’s Crossing

Things to Know
· Europe as a world region
· The EU and the Schengen Agreement
· How they further create Europe as a world region
· Tensions: tied to borders and immigration
· Open Europe or Closed Europe (or both)??
· Experience of migrants to and within Europe


The Underside of Globalization: Trade from Opium to Organs

“the increasing interconnectedness of people and places through converging processes of economic, political and cultural change”

liberalization – the opening up of economies (from national to global economies), ie. Removing of trade barriers

Unruly Globalization
· the Global Drug Trade
· often times people grow opium to make a living because they’re in conflict with their government
· roots aren’t always illegal

Geography of the Golden Triangle
· Myanmar/Burma, Laos, Thailand, China and Vietnam

Grown by highland groups
· ecology of opium – mountainous areas are great for opium production, opium grows well in temperate climates, grows well at high elevations, and is discrete/remote 
· remote location
· status as ethnic minorities

Creation of the Golden Triangle
· WWII
· SE Asia: increase opium consumption, decrease production
· War = opium trade routes from India and Persia blocked
· French encourage Hmong to expand production in Southeast Asia

Vietnam/Cold War
· Western European and American powers encourage opium production or look the other way

Eradication within the Golden Triangle
· just physically started removing opium plants


The Golden Crescent
· mountainous region between Turkey/Iran/Afghanistan
· 90% of the world’s opium comes from Afghanistan
· in 2001, Taliban make opium production illegal
· decline was massive

Afghanistan: Opium Production, Opium Eradication and the Taliban
· people started growing cannabis instead
· started getting into saffron trade

Trafficking of Human Organs: Kidney Theft
· global movement of kidneys

Trafficking of Human Organs: what’s it go to do with globalization?
· Kidneys sold to rich foreigners
· Kidneys crossing international borders
· Transplant tourism
· Liberalization of the Indian economy
· Hope is that liberalization  global integration  economic growth
· Reality: rich get richer, poor get poorer
· Wealth  Obesity  Diabetes  Demand for kidneys
· Poverty and benefits of selling a kidney

Globalization = an uneven transition from an international economy to a globally integrated economy

Should the kidney trade be liberalized?
· Yes
· Save the sick
· The poor get needed $
· Faith in “let the market decid”
· No
· Poor are exploited
· Issue of free choice
· The poor need their kidneys!

Things to Know
· globalization and uneven market integration
· exacerbating disparities between rich and poor
· the underside of globalization
· eg. Opium and organs
· why markets in organs arose and how opium producing regions were created
· both tied to factors that had nothing to do with unruly globalization


Dams and Development

Large Dams and National Development
· development = changes that bring about better standards of living (for the nation).
· Flood control 
· Navigation, shipping and commerce (Chongqing, Mouth of the Yangtze River)
· Dam has a series of lifts and locks
· Three Gorges Dam links up the Chinese interior to the rest of China and to the World
· Hydroelectricity
· China’s industrialization = greater demand for power
· Irrigation 
· ie. India’s Sardar Sarovar Dam (can grow crops year round due to reservoirs)

Symbolic Importance of Large Dams
· “temples of modernity”

International Debate over Larger Dams
· discussed at an extremely high level

Environmental Costs of Large Dams
· siltation (build up of silt/minerals behind the dam)
· mineral deposits begin to fall to bottom because of dam slowing down water flow
· silt can interfere with the dam
· pollution
· earthquakes and landslides
· threat of species extinction (Yangtze dolphin [banji])

Social Costs of Large Dams: Displacement
· forced relocation of people
· rational behind and experience of relocation
· questions of democracy, rights, and sacrifice (in relation to national development)
· certain people asked to make a sacrifice for the betterment of national development, but often they are worse off after the dams are built
· issues of rights about who owns the land

Resistance and Challenging Dams as Development: Social Movements
· Save the Narmada Civil Society Organization
· Uneven development
· Development for whom?
· Democratizing and rethinking development
· Suggesting more appropriate and sustainable alternatives

Things to Know
· what is development?
· How large dams are linked to developments
· Costs and benefits of large dams
· How groups have challenged and rethought development

The Globalization of Labour and Re-emergence of China

Globalization of Labour: Export Oriented Economies
· goal = produce goods for export to earn foreign $
· comparative advantange (cheap labour)
· governments give incentives to attract foreign companies
· held up as a new model of global capitalism (pre-1997)
· feminization of labour
· stereotype of Asian workers as docile

Sweatshops
· problems with sweatshops:
· unsafe working conditions, long hours, low pay, violence, sexual harassment, locked inside
· Nike was one of the worst companies in terms of this, so was Apple

Organized Resistance
· resistance to low wages, poor working conditions, etc.
· globalization ≠ a natural or neutral process

White Collar Work
· software development (huge industry in India in Bangalore)
· call centers

The Re-emergence of China
· pre-colonial China – most populated part of the world
· ruled for 2000 years

China’s Decline
· parts of Europe significantly influenced China
· evident during opium wars
· even Japanese dictated a lot of what happened in China

Communist China
· 1949: Communist victory
· Mao Zedong
· 1976: Mao dies and China’s turning point

The Re-emergence of China
· export oriented economy
· 1990s: Rapid Economic Growth
· China as a major trading nation
· Is this sustainable

China’s Global Challenges
· anxiety: China as a global threat
· environment
· 2009 Copenhagen Climate talks – China stood in the way of a deal
· China’s growing economic and military power
· China’s policy of reassurance (Beijing Olympics)

Things to Know..
· globalization of Labour
· examples
· treatement of workers, organized resistance
· globalization is not a natural or neutral process
· Re-emergence of China
· China’s decline and re-emergence
· Western anxieties, China’s (other) challenges and China’s response
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