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*critique on contemporary moral psychology; she thinks the cultivation of goodness and beauty is incredibly difficult; we will never achieve it; will die before we do

*does it distract me from the task of being a truly moral being?

*Crystal Cates song “Untrust Us”: sounds like gibberish because the voice is manipulated electronically; actual lyrics: “cocaine is bad for your health”

*would you think of the song differently if the lyrics were about sandwiches or bond investments? is there something upsetting or creepy about true art? 

*beauty: a case for the good; morals and aesthetics are two fronts on the same paddle; looking for goodness with different views

*can fairly interpret this as someone who has had an ambiguous relationship to drugs and inserted lyrics into songs

*the form might make us feel better even if the content does not

*Nietchze: if you look at the history of Greek art, you find two tendencies: Appollonian; named after Appollo; god of light; art forms which please us through regularity, symmetry, order; has consolation; human beings are fated to die; their lives will be filled with sickness and pain; we will be torn apart from the people who we love; theorizes art as a kind of natural outgrowth of the species that allows us to cope with our inevitable fate; Appollonian art forms comfort us through order

*other art form: Dionysian; god of drunken orgies; helps us to cope with the horror of our condition in a different way; cope by obliterating our consciousness; how do you do this? go to a bar and drink all day; pull a Rob Ford and smoke crack cocaine; suicide; frontal lobotomy; theatre; riding a horse

*Appolonian consolation: Twilight; joy one can get out of reading Twilight is that the main character is totally normal; swept off her feet by supernatural men; becomes immortal; in love with another immortal; would make life a lot easier

*example: Othello too trusting; doesn’t know who to trust; kills Desdemona; goodness of the protagonist leads to the protagonist’s undoing; chorus in Greek tragic dramas: demi gods who have running commentary on life; taking Dionysian insight and crafting in a structured way (Appollonian); will take everything that alludes to the destruction and give it a beautiful form

*Greeks better than us; don’t have a tragic art form; contemporary human beings are not as courageous of Greek ancestors; most humans have very hard lives

*don’t live in a tragic culture; just means we’re relatively weak

*Murdoch: almost anything that consoles us is a fake; equate beauty with goodness; is she talking about consolation? is the point of this to feel better? it’s about looking at our condition square in the face and carry on anyways; the good is indifferent to our efforts; the good does not give a shit; subsistent universal that has no opinion on what you are doing and what you are trying to do

*why should I be moral; why should I carry on; what’s the point of it all?

*can you devote yourself to humanity?

*one prefers to feel better than to feel bad?

*one’s legacy might last a few generations; is it enough to inspire us to continue on?

*we almost have to look death squarely in the face in order to gain a proper value of life; the true love of life is training attention on all aspects of life (good and bad) and still loving it anyways

*is making the best of something the same thing as loving it?

*making observation that everything is impermanent; haikus: little instances of Murdochian love; “here it is”

*if you know that every moment happened again, would you affirm that it happened again?

*what are these goals for? is there a light at the end of the tunnel? or are there just more tunnels? is the striving the point of it all? artists can be the most philosophical people in some sense

*the person who complains about their life is somewhat resentful; people born with disabilities: neither fair nor unfair in the cosmological sense

*we’ll go through the tunnel because it makes the next tunnel easier; who I am results from the good experiences as well as the bad experiences; can’t strike the bad things off the record

*Murdoch not a Nietchze philosopher; has to take darkness into account; have to look at death square in the face; don’t go to art to feel better about life; so why do we go to art?

*not measuring up to your true nature of you drown your sorrows in consolations; this view is ultimately Platonic

*friends could have sprung Socrates out of prison; Socrates: dying is a good thing; I’ll be free of this existence at last

*Murdoch: there’s no afterlife or heaven; we’ll never quite see the good unless we see the death; philosophers think about death all the time yet are some of the happiest people

*a culture which forgets death is less than human as the condition of humanity involves death: Nietchze; we’re obsessed with death but we’re obsessed with preventing it; love everything in life, including death

*not completely allergic to death; but we try to push it out of our minds

*is Murdoch more of a realist? 

