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God and Monsters 
1. Death in the Christian tradition

· Meaning of death in Christian traditions> central part of traditions> death as the beginning of new possibilities> life beyond death (resurrection’s) 

· What is society most afraid of with monsters?> death and dying badly

· Monsters help us deal with our fear of death> help us deal with our idea of good death> help us deal with our fears

· Death and the overcoming of death is a central part of Christianity

· Believing life after death requires tremendous amount of faith

· Modern world needs proof > paradoxical > to believe something is to not need to see and touch > however in the modern world we need this> life and death is this way, because we cannot see or touch it , we have to believe 
· Death provides stepping point to life after death 

· But this idea does not empty people of their fears 

· Video shows frames, as video goes on the frames get filled, idea that in heaven people will re unite with lost loved ones

· Theocentric> all eyes are on God > renaissance 

· Modern view is one that shows being reunited with loved ones
2. Why study Monsters
· We study monsters to understand ourselves, because monsters bring out the best in us

· When we are confronted with metaphorical monsters we are attracted to the good they reflect in us

· They way they claw their way to redemptions, striving to be more human, compelling story

· Striving to be human and working at this more then us

· Moving from living dead to alive, fight is epic and cosmic 

· Between good and evil 

· These evil characters are modeling something we seek 

· Monsters revel about being human and the divine

· Even the bible has monsters

· Liveathan (sea creature of god)> monster> un noble> operates under god > shows uter unknoablity of god> early period monsters were understood as creators of God> pre modern era understood that the world was unknowable, because the creator was unknowable,
· Augusta was concerned that we took the world for granted> monsters are there in order to remind us not to take the creation of the world for granted 

· Apophatic theology> we cannot predicate things about god, we can only say way god is not, because we cannot know what god is

· You want to choose things that are so different from God so that is can never be confused with god 

· Monsters are the best signs for how to talk about God in this language because they can never be mistaken for God 

· Monsters are hybrids therefore frustrate our categories, frustrate our desire to put them in a box

· But in some sense open our ability to see our culture in a different way
3. Vampires and the Christian tradition
· Vampires have been part of folklore for 100’s of years 

· Literary movement (the gothic> 19th cent) became part of popular culture in our sense 

· Literary vampire moved vampires from theological to popular culture 

· Literary vampire began with the vampire (1819) main character based on Lord Byron because he was such a likeable character, first vampire part of the high society and wealth. The second Varney the Vampire (1847) , Carmilla (1897) first female vampire, who prayed on another female 
· Abraham Stoker novels though were truly the most popular, looked to the past, looked at Vladimir Tsepesh III ‘the impaler’ in Dracula (1897) , although this reference was never named in the novel 

· Introduced Christian symbols in vampire traditions, was the first to create this connection. This is a connection that everyone knows about now. 

· While stoker made this connection popular, newer film adaptations have made it more popular > taken the implicit presence of Christian symbolism and have taken it to the forefront of the story 

· Striving for redemption is in many of our depictions of vampires today

4. The Vampire in Popular Culture 

· Some examples include: Twilight, the vampire diaries, Dead until Dark(True blood), Interview with the Vampire> Christian women writing books about vampire 

· Vampires are in some sense an inversion of the Christian tradition> eternal life 

· We can see their popularity as male figure in popular culture > ideal in some ways> eternal love/lover, striving to find redemption, gentlemen

· Originate form and express on of the key feature in Christian tradition, seeking out for redemption something that is seen very highly in the Christian tradition.  

5. Final exam discussion

6. Graceful monsters: the zombie

· Zombies are like vampires because they can rep many different things

· However do not tell us about ourselves, are not trying to be human

· Do tell us something about humanity though, 

· The walking Dead/ the zombie apocalypse how will I be more human then I was yesterday? Or will I forfeit this in someway?

· Occasion of grace, pushing one to the very limit, and then are able to see the humanity, in that moment she sees the brokenness of the misfit before her, her last and best moment, she is redeemed in that moment, she has been touched by grace because she has become fully human for the fist time in her life. (The Misfit) 
· Zombies push us to a moment of grace, which we hope we do not fail 

7. Screening “Vatos”, The Walking Dead
· Extremely popular> pilot 5.3 million viewers
· Written by the author of the graphic novel> wanted the novel to be an occasion of addressing how people are effected by profound events

· Uses it as ethical narrative

· About how we live under dire circumstances 
· This could not be done in a film format

· World is the same, weak are still left behind, evil are still evil, now though everything is more exaggerated then before> weak are weaker 

· Sister waits for Amy all night, as she comes back as a zombie. First time character we know dies and becomes a zombie 
· In the moment Andrea takes Amy who is now a zombie, and kisses her and says how she wishes they were closer and how she thought there was more time. Then shoots her in the head

· Gives the opportunity to say goodbye and say what she always wanted, Amy also gets to hear words of love as her last thoughts

· If it were not for the monsters, maybe Andrea would never have taken the time to say these things to the monsters> in some sense this is her moment of redemption and her moment of grace

· In this way we think of zombies as teaching us to be human> provide the opportunity for humanity to strive 

· Death can be feared, blurring life between life and death 
· In the mindst of death we are most in life, stark narratives make clear that in these extremes we find our humanity 

Illustrates the best in us 

· Ways that we confront our fear of death, survive because we feel that we can be better people because of these narratives or situations. 
