
Being born and brought up in a developing country where starvation, violence, and distraught is a normal scenery, I must begin by saying my life in Canada is nothing less of a blessing. I’ve lived in my home country, Bangladesh, for about 14 years of my life, and my experiences there have taught me some values that will live on forever.  I was born into a middle class family, and lived in one of the urban neighborhoods, of the capital city. As a child, my parents have always taught me the importance of education, and have tried to their best ability to admit me into the best schools known back home. My community had a mixture of people that practiced various religions and so did my closest friends. Despite, being from the dominant Muslim family in Bangladesh, my multicultural community has taught me to respect each religion as my own, and I’ve never felt superior to anyone because of religion. In addition, my religion, Islam, basically teaches a way of life and therefore it is probably the most crucial macro system that existed within my community. Honesty, kindness and giving back to the needy are just some of the values that it asks to follow. However, some of the principles that I’ve been taught have been somewhat altered from living in a Western society.  For example, as written in the Quran, the Holy text for Islam, alcohol consumption is considered a sin and therefore my community views alcohol consumption as a truly revolting act and anyone caught consuming this “poison” is looked upon poorly. Due to this idea of alcohol as poison, I barely drink alcohol today despite it being a norm here in Canada. On the rare case that I do consume alcohol, I do it absolutely discretely and make sure no one in my family is aware of it, or anyone from my cultural background because of the negative connotations that come with it.  My culture also requires me to respect elders and follow certain rules. For example, I was taught to never raise my voice at someone older than me and I have managed to follow that to this day, despite how aggravated someone makes me. The values that I was taught at home by my parents, are the same values followed through in school. Therefore, the two were often combined and were of equal importance to me. Also, as mentioned before, charity was a huge part of my childhood, as I was surrounded by people who could really use financial help. My parents taught me the importance of sharing, which is why I learned to share my resources at school with my friends who did not have the same. The notion of giving to the less fortunate is also outlined in the Quran, as the giving of alms, which states that one should give at least 15 percent of their income as charity.  Ultimately, almost all the values that I’ve been taught are somehow tied with the principles taught by the Quran.


All the systems that I have mentioned so far are of extreme importance in my upbringing. Home is where I learnt most of my virtues, which I then implemented them outside in social settings, and school is where I was taught to enhance them. My father being the only source of income did not have a lot of time to spend with me or my siblings and my mother couldn’t get a job because she lacked the credentials of getting one. As a result, she taught me the importance of education and it motivated me to achieve the best grades that I could in order to be successful in the future. On my way to school, I saw kids with no proper clothes or shoes that would beg for money or food almost every day. My mom gave them money whenever she could, but then she would get surrounded by 20 other kids who also lacked money. We had workers at our own house, but my mother treated them as her own kids. They got new clothes at almost every occasion that we did, and were fed the best food possible. At times, I wished I could help give that life to the kids in the streets. I made friends with some of the kids as I saw them everyday playing with rocks, or sitting around. One time during a heavy storm, I saw a bunch of them hurdling under a big piece of leaf, soaked with barely any clothes on and I can’t get rid of that image to this day. Upon permission from my mother, I let them inside my house, but there were many other people everywhere trying to get shelter under trees, etc. This was very common back home. Although, there are many other factors that need to be addressed concerning the poverty in Bangladesh, the fact that there is no shelter that kids or their parents can go to during a storm, or rainfall is something that’s striking because the weather is extremely unpredictable there, and once someone gets sick, money for health is something they cannot even think about affording. My community was a huge family, where everything knew one another and everyone helped one another in times of need, and I wanted this same feeling to be felt with the people, not of the same social status as us. Therefore, although I felt secured in my own community, there was a huge portion of people that really needed help and this paper will be specifically targeted towards building shelters for people in need, similar to the shelters present in Canada, for the homeless.
The main issue that my program will try to eliminate is the lack of shelter and food during the year but mostly during bad weather conditions. As mentioned earlier, the people that this program is going to help are kids and adults that live out on the streets and build homes out of leaves and bricks that they find on the streets. First off, creating shelter means money. Money will be raised through donation and charity work. Money is raised throughout the years in order to enhance the look of mosques, which are religious places where people go to pray whereas the same money could be put towards building shelters which will actually be beneficial to people, rather than for architectural beauty. People will whole heartedly donate money to anything that has to do with religion back home and the program will not only be the perfect way to give alms of their income, but it will help the lives of many. 

To begin with, since I already know the desperate needs of the many homeless people, my next step would be to look at literate of how this kind of program has been implemented in the past. Since I live in Canada, I can get expert advice from the builders of shelters and the people that run it here, such as the conflicts they may have faced, and publicizing the existence of such places. First of all, I am going to appoint mediators that will be in charge of major areas and make sure that the process is moving smoothly. Also, I would allow the members of the community to vote for two leaders in each neighbourhood that is well respected and will be the main source of information and enthusiasm to maintain the program. I feel that a community will be able to grow better, if the people upbringing it are members of the community. I do not want them to feel invaded in any way, rather I want them to gain full credit of the positive change that the program will bring. Citizen participation is going to be my strengh, through grassroots activism, I’m going to get the members of the community help bring change to the lives of people that see everyday on the streets leading a happier life. This will allow them to appreciate their important role in this planned social change. Firstly, the idea and blue print of the program will be given out to various mosques which is going to be the primary place for getting the word around. Fridays are Holy days when many more people go to the mosque, and I will approach the Maulana(priest) personally, who will then spread the word to everyone at the end of the prayer. We will leave a box with a slot, for people to donate money, and a link to an online page where everyone can view the plans of the program, and evaluate the cost effectiveness of where there money is going. Aside from the mosque, the message of the program will be broadcasted through media and teachers will be advised to spread the message as well. Nonetheless, I am planning to bring about second order change, which means I will be changing how everything was run in the past, where the homeless would go house to house to beg for food and money and that was their only source of income as they lacked credentials. This program will enable to learn about more opportunities and  their options of doing something other than begging as a career.

After the mass media broadcasting of the program, I will recruit people from the community who have had experience in working for charitable organizations that have planned for events such as mass food distribution, and assigning shelter homes. In order to stay away from out-group judgements, I will use myself and people from the same community that share the same values and will be able to connect instantly with the neighbourhood. Networking is key in my program. I have a huge family back home, and many of them come from high authoratative careers, and they will definitely help me emphasize the importance of this program, and help me attain volunteers to help out in the shelter as well. I will use families, friends and their workplaces and definitely the religion towards this program. One specific thing that I have noticed from the shelters here in Canada is that they don’t allow the people in these shelters to feel like they are at home. They have specific times when the people must leave and have strict rules prohibiting certain actions such as use of fowl language, etc. It may sound horrible at first, but I feel that it is a great idea to implement at the shelters back home as well. I do not want the people using the shelters to feel that they may use up the resources in the shelter and live there for as long as they want without having to work for it, instead I want them to see it as a blessing and motivation to be able to lead such a life on their own. As mentioned before, I will use networking to help find jobs for the people in these shelters. Even jobs such as sewing are very popular back home, and perhaps they can be assigned to small consignments which will be rewarded with money, with which they can then buy furthur assets such a cow to breed, or a sewing machine on their own. Every big movement starts with something small, and the shelter is going to be a small effort made by the people of the community, as a step towards a huge positive change. In essence, during festivities such as Eid, Christmas and Diwali, people who have had one pair of clothing for their whole lives may actually be able to enjoy the actual meaning of these Holidays, without having to worry about their houses flying away over their heads.

Citizen participation is the best way to bring about the change that’s in my vision. My community as I know will help each other through the worst time, and doing as little as volunteering with their kids will not only give them family time, they will be helping people that truly need their money. It will help the community come even closer, and will bring diverse ideas and innovations from different religions. My job will basically be to empower the leaders who will then empower the people of the community and it will create a chain reaction.  When the communities see the fruit of their own work, they will be motivated to do furthur charity work to make the community even better. There will be posters up with not just words, but dramatic pictures of the cohesiveness of the different classes present within the community for people who are unable to read or write. Later on, I will assess how the results of a couple of shelters allow the community to bring forth any innovations of furthur improvement. Upon sucessful openings and implementations of a few shelter, more will be created. I will collaborate both my ideas with the people’s voices and opinions of what should be done furthur. Nonetheless,  in sum, my program will specifically adress food and shelter needs for the homeless as there is absolutely none present back home, and it will allow the people to atleast have a roof to hide under during severe weather conditions. At the same time, there will be various people present that will tell them about job opportunities which may furthur utilize their life by adding income.

In conclusion, my community has taught me many values that I hold on to till this day, and hope to pass it on the future generation. Although, some principles may have been Westernized such as alcohol consumption; ethics such as respecting elders, honesty, etc are virtues that will always live with me. A scenary of humans with no shelter and food during a severe storm that happened back home is the true motivation behind my shelter program for the poor and needy. The implementation of the program will be done by appointing leaders chosen by the community who will work with social psychology agents in coming up continuous plans to improve the community. Community participation is also a vital part of the program, as donations gathered from members of community not only helps the program, but the efforts of the people make them feel like they have an integral role in the development of the program. The message will be spread through families, schools, media and religious events and places. Reminding people that helping others in need is encouraged in every religion will play an essential part in getting the message around. Networking will be used to get volunteers and additional resources, that will increase the cost- effectiveness of the money gathered.  In addition, the people of the community will continuously be empowered and shown results of their hard work to keep them motivated and fueled to continue. Also, the shelters will be used to pass on information about career choices for the parents, as well as adress furthur issues such as education for the kids. Nonetheless, this program will just be the beginning of something big. It may not adress all the issues present in the community, but it does adress one of the major problems that striked me. Through the implementation of one program, new paths will be created by the community for furthur improvement and the agents of change will keep contact overtime and look into furthur development of the community. Bangladesh has taught me to appreciate my life much more than I would if I had been brought up here in Canada, however the valuable experiences I have gained in Canada in return will help me give back to the home country that has always given me the very best, and therefore my homecountry and my country of residence are both important parts of my life, and every new experience lived by me in an addition to the definition of me.
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