WEEK 1
Main Course Reader: David Orr- What is Education For?
Orr highlights that we should further pursue education for ourselves. He argues in the passage that our education system has been based on outdated theories and ideologies. Current education will not guarantee decency, prudence or wisdom. Our education curriculums and systems must undergo changes.
· “..in  dire jeopardy: climate stability, the resilience and productivity of natural systems, the beauty of the natural world and the biological diversity. It is worth nothing that this is not the work of ignorant people. Rather it is largely the results of work by people with Bas BSs LLBs MBAs and PHDs.”
· The masterminds of many evil acts (e.x. Auschwitz, Holocaust) were in fact geniuses. 
· Wiesel: “It [education] emphasized theories instead of values, concepts rather than human beings, abstraction rather than consciousness, answers instead of questions, ideology and efficiency rather than conscience”
· The principles behind our education system have the wrong motives. There is too much theory, and thus, the value of our natural world is missed. 
· 6 Myths: 
· 1. Ignorance is a solveable problem. It is not. It is an inescapable part of the human condition. E.x. Discovery of CFC, we discovered  knowledge of its relationship to the biosphere—and also its destructive capabilities. 
· 2. With enough knowledge and Technology we can “manage planet earth”.  The drive to more education, knowledge and technology has been underlined by human domination. However we barely know our planet. E.x. we barely understand the ecology of the top inch of the soil and its interactions with the larger biosphere. It makes more sense to learn to manage ourselves to fit the planet rather than managing the planet.
· 3. Knowledge, and by implication, human goodness is increasing. Just because there is more data and information, does not mean that wisdom is increasing. Do not confuse data with knowledge. Many areas are losing important branches of knowledge to overemphasize other “technologically advanced” branches. Page Smith (1990): university research is essentially worthless. It is busywork, and does not push back “frontiers of knowledge”
· 4. Higher education can restore the things we have dismantled. Most students do not get an integrated view of unity of things after many years of studies. E.x. student in accounting does not understand ecology or thermodynamics. We are become too specialized. Disciplines are too sealed off from each other. 
· 5. Education does not give students the upward mobility and success. The planet does not need more successful people. It needs more peacemakers, healers, restorers, etc. 
· 6. Our culture represents the pinnacle of human achievement. Our world, at worst is crack on the streets, violent, riddled with poverty. Fact is we live in a disintegrating culture. 
· Solutions: 
· All education is environmental education (integrate disciplines)
· Instead of mastery of subject, try mastery of one’s person
· Knowledge carries responsibility
· We cannot say we know something unless we know its effects on real people and their communities
· Importance of minute particulars and the ability of example over worlds. 
· All educational institutes should teach: laws of thermodynamics, ecology, limits of technology, sustainable agriculture, economics and environmental ethics

Basics of Ethics
· Definitions
· Ethics: Ethics is a study of morals and values. It is the philosophy that involves systematizing, defending and recommending concepts of right and wrong conduct. Ethos means “character” in Greek. 
Morals: defining between actions and decisions and if they are right/good or bad/wrong. The philosophy or morality is ethics.
· Values: End goals/ common goals of happiness, health life and wealth. Their pursuit have profound dimensions. 
· Distinctions
· Description vs Prescription: must distinguish vs. what is and what it ought to be. E.x. slavery legalized does not mean it’s acceptable
· Fact vs value: possible to have all the facts, but poor value and vice versa
· Law vs morality: Laws set minimum standards for morality. Ethical obligations are beyond moral minimums. So legality is not the same as morality.
· Moral Formation
· Character or virtue ethics: Virtues are learnt via repetition, this is how the character is shaped. 
· Discernment: Ability to judge well, discern moral dilemmas on a day to day basis.
· 2 Major types of moral reasoning
· Teleological, consequentialist – that the consequences of one’s conduct are the ultimate basis for any judgement about the rightness of the conduct. Telos = the end. Types:
· Utilitarianism – the proper end for all moral action should be greatest happiness for the greatest number. Maximize happiness. 
· Situation ethics – Christian form of teleological reasoning; love of God should be the goal of all moral actions. 
· Ethics of care – special value to personal, one-on-one relationships. E.x. caring for your sick mother would be more important than starving children in Africa.
· Deontological, non-consequentialist – that the morality of an actions adhere rules or obligations. With our without consequences, actions are wrong or right in and of themselves
· Categorical imperative- Kantian philosophy. Morality can be summed up in one ultimate commandment of reason, from which all duties and obligations are derived. 
· Divine Command- Christian deontological. God’s rules and laws are sufficient. 
· Challenges
· Cultural relativism – different cultures have varying morals. Can’t use morals of one culture to judge another culture. And so, there is no such thing as universal morality that exists trans-culturally. Faulty because this system is a paradox because it states the only universal value is cultural relativism. 
· Subjectivism – Western cultures; personal relativism that everyone has the right to believe what he or she wants to believe. Morality is reduced to personal taste and preferences it leads towards nihilism. 
· Case Study
· Embezzling medicine from pharmacy for dying wife.
· Character ethics- Heinz’s character and habits have already formed, and he will act as such
· Utilitarian- Heinz will maximize happiness of himself and his wife, and put that against the pharmacist’s unhappiness. Will steal drug.
· Situation ethicist: most loving (Christian) thing to do at the end of the day. Will steal drug. 
· Ethic of care: Priority on husband-wife relationship over laws against stealing. Will steal drug
· Categorical Imperative (Kantian): universal laws will not permit stealing. Will not steal.
· Divine Command: “Thou shall not steal”. Will not steal
· Cultural Relativist: Is it in Heinz’s culture to steal, perhaps things are communal. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Subjectivist: may decide not to steal but leaves it to Heinz to his right to do it or not.

IMPORTANT QUOTES FOR MAJOR READINGS
Vine Deloria Jr.. “Sacred  Places and Moral Responsibility” in Worldviews, Religion and the Environment: A Global Anthology
P 79 – 89
· “Since 1960s, growing awareness of the ecological crisis has led many Americans and Australians of European descent to look anew to the traditions of native peoples whos knowledge of the land often reflects the experience of many thousands of years, as opposed to merely a few centuries.”
· “Native people’s sense that they are an integral part of land – that their identity is inseparable from it.”
· “Cultural diversity, like biological diversity, is threatened by the global trend toward economic and cultural homogenization… Development, generally lauded as good and inevitable from a modernist perspective, is ambivalent at best when imposed on tribal societies”
· “Biologists and others are coming to recognize the detailed knowledge that the indigenous peoples have of their native environments, sometimes referred to as traditional ecological knowledge (TEK).”
· “Indians, having lived in North America for many thousands of years longer than non-Indians, have a far greater number of sacred places. To deny Indians access to these places, is to deny them of their religion.”
· “Since WWII, we have seen a greatly expanding national population, the introduction of corporate farming practices that have placed formerly submarginal lands under cultivation, more extensive mining and timber industries and a greatly expanded recreation industry—all of which have severely impacted use of public lands in USA.”
· Sacredness of Land – 4 major categories
· 1. Place where something of great human importance has taken place (e.x. Wounded Knee, South Dakota- massacre of the of a band of Sioux Indians)
· 2. Profound religious holy area (e.x.  Buffalo Gap, where buffalo emerged each spring to begin the ceremonial year of Plains Indians)
· 3. Overwhelming Holiness, where Higher Powers, reveal themselves to humans (e.x. Bear Butte, Blue Lake)
· 4. Place of future revelations, new sacred places and ceremonies. 

David Suzuki. “Homo Sapiens: Born of the Earth” in The Sacred Balance: Rediscovering Our Place in Nature.
· “The key to our success is the possession of the most complex structure on Earth: the human brain”
· “Many worldviews endow human beings with an even more awesome task: they are the caretaker of the entire system, responsible for keeping the stars on their courses, and the living world intact. In this way, many early people who created worldviews contracted a life that was truly ecologically sustainable, fulfilling and just”
· “Charles Darwin’s magnificent opus was the biological equivalent of the Copernican Revolution… Darwin shoved human species off its pedestal”
· “Descarte’s famous phrase I think therefore I am encapsulates the belief that self-consciousness of awareness, is the great achievement of the human species, a property that is unique to humankind and elevates us above all other life.”
· “The assumption of a human monopoly on conscious thinking becomes more and more difficult to defend as we learn about the ingenuity of animals coping with problems in their normal lives.”
· “Whereas traditional worldviews see the universe as a whole, science produce information that cannot be complete. Scientists focus on parts of nature.”
· “Quantum mechanics destroyed this [Newtonian] comfortable model by replacing it with an atomic image whose components could only be predicted statistically.”
· “Identifying a species merely indicates that the taxonomic position of a specimen has been tracked down so that it can be given a name. It does not mean that anything is known about its numbers distribution, basic biology of interaction with other species.”
· “The nation that values youth and thinness is the most obese in the world. The place where the dollar rules has more disparity than between rich and poor than any other industrialized nation. Although peace is one of its highest ideals, America is well known for violence. More people use drugs regularly in this land of opportunity than in the rest of the world put together. And more people per capita are imprisoned in the land of the free than in any other Western country. Longer working hours, higher levels of stress, failing families, drug addiction, children at risk—these may to be some extent the pathology of consumerism. Let loose in the world’s biggest store, people suffer from various ills: the plague of having too much, the rage and jealousy of those who cannot buy the merchandise.”
Thomas Berry. “Technology and Healing of the Earth” in Dream of the Earth
What worldviews does he reject?
What “new story” or “worldview does he propose?
What role do science and technology play in this new story?
Do you agree with his analysis?
Thesis Statement: Ecological vs Entrepreneurial tension in our future
·  Currently “Of all issues we are concerned with at the present, the most basic one is the human- earth relations. Furthermore, interhuman issues also exist on national and internation levels. 
· Our ultimate failure as humans would be if we were the very instrument of environmental degradation. So far we have contaminated the biosphere, atmosphere, hydrosphere as well as parts of the geosphere. We have destroyed animal habitats and caused many to go extinct. 
· He implores the reader to question our technological advancements in relation to environmental destruction. He asks “What benefit is worth giving up the purity of the air that we breathe, the water we drink, and the life giving soil in which our food is grown?”  
· Nature vs Industry, light and dark. 
·  The New Entrepreneurs
· This group is entranced with the idea of continuous progress, at the cost of environmental degradation. 
· Humanist Critiques of Technology
· “Jacques Ellul” in his Technological Society”  outlines the invasion of the technocratic process into every phase of human life, the imposition of technosphere on the biosphere and even on the psychosphere, with its progressive devitalization and dehumanization of life. 
· “Theodore Roszak”, youth revolt of late 1960s against technocracy. 

