Zubov
1946; the Kremlin had chosen the defensive strategy of acquiring more territory in order to feel stronger
-1945 The U.S was not willing to allow the Soviets to run the Balkans singlehandedly
	-August 1945US informs Bulgaria and Rumania that they wouldn’t recognized their governments until they included a pro-west candidate. Encouraged the countries to fight against Soviet influence. Eventually both elections were postponed and then monitored by the West.
-Stalin felt the U.S occupying the Balkans and all of Japan was a military tactic against the soviets.-->Related to atomic diplomacy (against Yalta conference sphere of influence)
-Stalin felt that the West was trying to undermine the agreement of non influence in the other’s sphere of influence
-U.S proposed demilitarizing Germany where both sides would gradually leave Germany but Stalin rejected it feeling it a)was meant to divert attention away from Japan b) set a precedent where the U.S was equal to the USSR in Europe c)devalue USSR treaties with European allies d)prevent future treaties
-Stalin really wanted to co-control Japan.
-Stalin had a policy to stonewall the U.S during diplomatic talks, refusing to agreeeventually the U.S cared less about the Balkans
-Stalin wanted the Americans out of central Europe and told his allies (Poland, Bulgaria, and Rumania Yugoslavia) to reject the U.S’s open door policy.
-For years the Russians had wanted control the Turkish strait as it connected the Black and Mediterranean seas.
-Stalin and Molotov demanded that the Turks open the straight to them at peace time, agree to not build up military fortifications and the Soviets also wanted some territory they lost in 1921.
-The Turks said they would negotiate with all sides, something that Stalin was not happy about. Eventually the Turks rejected the Soviets claims to the lands and the joint-defense plan.
-Stalin wouldn’t give up, instead used Georgian and Armenian officials to put pressure on Turkey, having Georgians claiming they wanted their ancestral lands back that Turkey had conquered a century earlier. Armenians claimed they wanted to repatriate thousands of Armenians living in Turkey. It seemed like war was ahead.
-Stalin however did not want to get into an open war with the Turks.
-At the same time, the Kremlin wanted to get at Iran’s oil. During WW2 England and the Soviets had jointly occupied Iran, and during that time the Iranian government had continually rebuffed their attempts to drill there. The reports that Americans and Iranians were discussing possible drilling contracts made Stalin uneasy and pushed him to explore the northern fields in 1945, despite Iran’s refusal to negotiate until the Soviet occupation had left the country.
-The goal of the Soviets here was much like they were in central Europe; Soviet control over strategic communications and a total ban on a Western business presence and even on the presence of foreign nationals.
-In July 1945 the Soviets took action to cause a revolt in Iran by instigating the  separatist feelings of those in Southern Azerbaijan in Gilan, Mazenderan, Gorgan, and Khorasan, and ‘‘to encourage’’ Iranian Kurds to assert their autonomy. The Soviet Union would provide armaments, printing presses, and money to the separatists.
-Though there were the political foundations for such a revolt, when the Japanese theatre of WW2 ended, both he British and the Soviets had 6 months to leave Iran. This did not leave Stalin much time to have his troops in Iran. 
- From late September until December, the new autonomist movement, created new power structures in Azerbaijan and almost totally dismantled Tehran’s administration there. Though the revolutionaries wanted to lead country towards an anti colonial direction, that plan did not follow Stalin’s desires.
-Stalin’s methods reveal a recognizable pattern. Each time, the Soviet leader sided with e expansionist-minded subordinates and effectively mobilized jingoist sentiments in the Soviet bureaucracy. The Soviets acted unilaterally, under the camouflage of secrecy and denial. They exploited the presence of the indigenous revolutionary and nationalist movements but preferred to create movements under their control in order to further their goal
-February 1946 the Iranians and Soviets negotiated in Moscow. The Soviets both offered their services as negotiators between the separatists and Tiran, but also demanded concessions on oil, something that the Iran government had said would not happened until the Soviet occupation force left.
-The 6 month period passed in March but the Soviets didn’t leave. This lead the Iranians to go the U.S and the U.N as the Soviets were in open breach of their agreement.
The support of Iran in the spring of 1946, one historian concluded, ‘‘marked the transition from passive to an active policy’’ for the postwar United States. *Actively containing the Soviets rather than just holding their ground.
-A day before the U.N hearing on the Soviet-Iran question, Stalin ordered his troops to leave Iran, as he did not have the support he thought he did. Stalin first appeared to strike a deal with the Iranian P.M months later about the oil fields but it did not pass through Parliament.
-The situation in Turkey got worse for the Soviets as they sent a note in August of 1946 trying to get the Turks on board with joint control of the strait, but by this time the Turks were backed by the Americans and they refused the Soviet offer. --> It seemed that the Americans had bought into the Turkish war scare, something Stalin was really not ready for, and so Stalin backed down from his Turkish demands.
-From February 1946 on, the United States adopted a new strategy of actively defending Western Europe, as well as Turkey and Iran, seeing these regions and countries as potential victims of ‘‘Communist expansion.’
-In 1945 Igor Gouzenko, a soviet cipher working in Ottawa defected and revealed information of Soviet spy rings. This pushed the mood in North America even more anti-Stalin.
-As time went on Stalin became more anti-Molotov, his foreign minister and first deputy, as Molotov seemed to show that the Soviets were weakening on their anti west and pro censorship positions.
-Stalin went on an internal campaign that would force all Stalin’s subordinates to reconfirm their loyalty and zeal on the new front, uprooting the mood of ‘‘kowtowing before the West” that Stalin felt was present in the Soviet state apparatus and society.
-In 1945 the World Bank and IMF were created, but the Soviets refused to participate, fearing it would open the doors to American expansion.
-As the Soviets took a stronger anti-West and anti cooperation stance their living standards decreased. They were spending far more on the military than they were on the key necessities of life.
-After Churchill’s iron curtain speech in 1946 Stalin made it seem as if the West was the aggressors, this gave his isolationism credence and allowed him to frame actions as preventing war.
-As demobilization contained after WW2 Stalin purged many high ranking military officials, framing them for crimes they did not commit.
-In an attempt to order to provide money for industrial rebuilding and rearmament Stalin went back to the pre-war plan of impoverishing the citizens and peasants.




Winston Churchill’s Iron Curtain Speech-March 5th 1945
-Given in front of a graduating class in America, introduced by the President.
-Essentially calls for an American-Anglo alliance against the Soviets
-Framed Soviet actions as hard-lining and against the spirit of cooperation
-Touches on the need to spread democracy
-Argues that an Anglo-American alliance needs to be the enforcing power behind the U.N, in protecting and shielding Europeans (central Europeans esp.) against more harm.
-Points out Soviet’s dictatorial style of rule, their anti freedom stances in the lives of everyday people. 
-“we must never cease to proclaim in fearless tones the great principles of freedom and the rights of man which are the joint inheritance of the English-speaking world and which through Magna Carta, the Bill of rights, the Habeas Corpus, trial by jury, and the English common law find their most famous expression in the American Declaration of Independence”. Churchill is really trying to tie American and British interests together against the Soviets.
-mentions turkey and Iran’s struggle against Soviet influence.
-Is still against war. Essentially just wants to the American and the English to work together to stand strong against the Russians, as they expand their presence in Europe presents it as a matter of security and preserving the values they fought so hard for in WW2.



Truman doctrine: 
The speech given March 12 1947 in front of Congress: 
The Truman Doctrine was a policy  stating that the U.S. would support Greece and Turkey with economic and military aid to prevent their falling into the Soviet Sphere of influence  
Truman stated the Doctrine would be "the policy of the United States to support free people who are resisting attempted subjugation by armed minorities or by outside pressures." Truman reasoned, because these "totalitarian regimes" coerced "free peoples," they represented a threat to international peace and the national security of the United States.
Argued that if Greece and Turkey did not receive the aid that they urgently needed, they would inevitably fall to communism with grave consequences throughout the region.
For years Britain had supported Greece, but was now near bankruptcy and was forced to radically reduce its involvement. In February 1947, Great Britain formally requested the United States take over its role in supporting the Greek government.
Was the first example of containment from the U.S
