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· Oct 4 1957  Sputnik was launched
· The launching demonstrated the skill of the Soviet missile science; Americans were extremely disturbed
· Dulles attempted to play down Soviet feat because of the effect it would have on world affairs
· Impact: newly emerging nations could view Russian as being rocketed first place in the race for control of outer space, also could interpret the launching as a change of balance of military power toward Moscow
· Soviet Gross National product had increased annually by 7.1 percent between 1950 to 1958
· The economic growth was real, but the Soviet lead in ICMBS was not
· Over the next few years the Russian foreign policy would attempt to exploit an imaginary lead
· U.S arms experts/Politicians warned that the Americans were on the wrong side of the “missile gap”
· In 1957 the Gaither report supported warnings from JFK and Lyndon Johnson
· The report was commissioned by the Eisenhower National Security Council
· Stated that if the U.S didn’t increase their military spending in the near future then Soviet threat would become critical by 1960
· Stated the support of 25 billion program for fallout shelters would permit the U.S to use Nuclear arms if necessary
· Eisenhower dismissed the report knew Soviet missiles posed little threat to the U.S
· Blamed politicians like Kennedy and Johnson for adding to the hype of a military gap
· Eisenhower believed that the current programs were sufficient enough – between 195 to 1960 the U.S nuclear stockpile tripled in size
· 1958: Both the Soviets and U.S had explosions that released toxic materials into the atmosphere (into rain and milk even)
· Neither Eisenhower or Khrushchev took the second step to arms control during this time
· Between 1957-1960 the U.S faced its second and third downturns of the decade
· U.S manufacturing economy became less competitive in world markets compared to Japan and West Germany
· Eisenhower blamed greed – and the fact that a hysterical fear prevented budget cuts to military spending
· This line of thinking climaxed in early 1961 with the President’s famous farewell speech warned that a military industrial complex threatened to distort the economy
· Eisenhower’s own views prevented him from negotiating arms control agreements with the Soviets
· Eisenhower could afford to ignore Khrushchev’s game of missile bluff  for Khrushchev it became costly
· It contributed to the widening split between the two communist giants
· Mao Zed-dong assumed that he Soviet successes had created a qualitative change in the distribution of world power
· The Chinese urged strong support for “wars of liberation” in newly emerging nations  they felt the U.S could not stop these wars because the American strategic power had been neutralized
· The result was Khrushchev refused to cooperate
· The Soviets also disagreed with Mao’s “great leap forward” economic program (its emphasis on collectivization” 
· This disagreement pinpointed internal communist differences: the Russians insisted upon industrial productivity and secondarily upon infusing the masses with revolutionary ideology;  Mao was trying to balance the two and had reversed the Soviet priorities in order to mobilize his mass power through revolutionary indoctrination
· Chinese became critical of Khrushchev’s emphasis on consumer goods instead of military hardware
· Dulles tried to influence the newly emerging areas by re-adjusting American policies
· Eisenhower administration had a growing concern over Mao’s China
· The Chinese began to shell the offshore islands – Mao had hoped that the U.S immersed in another Middle Eastern crisis, one of two results would occur. either
1. the Quemoy garrison would surrender without being invaded  
2. the US would bomb mainland China, this would have caused the Soviets to enter the affair to back China
· Eisenhower’s stance on the Chinese problem turned into a concrete policy program
· Khrushchev reassured China that is the China was attacked then Russia would come to its aid
· Chinese calculations (on the balance of power) would have been correct if they have drawn the appropriate conclusions from the Middle Eastern crisis 
· Middle Eastern crisis: The U.S landed marines in Lebanon without any counterstroke from Moscow
· The Lebanese president requested help from the U.S -- Problem was the proper interpretation of the Eisenhower Doctrine
· Some congressmen argued that because the communist threat wasn’t evident, Dulles was requesting an intervention in a Lebanese civil war (Dulles had tried to explain to the congressional leaders of a “recent soviet political activity”
· There was no evidence of communist involvement in the middle east – but Dulles declared that it was time that the halt to the U.S deterioration in the  Middle East
· By 1958 Eisenhower had turned Khrushchev’s game of missile bluff into a string of real American victories
· The Soviet’s moved to play for a much higher stake: the control of West Germany
· West Germany had dragged its feet on building conventional forces – started to request missiles
· This set off speeches by European leaders for the neutralization and reunification of Germany 
· Plan of “Disengagement” : If Germany received nuclear arms, the threat of such a possibility should be used to negotiate with the Soviets a neutralization of Central and Eastern Europe
· Arguments against this stated if the U.S withdrew from Western Europe the Soviets would exterminate “independent national life in Western Europe”
· The Common Market (European economic market) was on the rise during the postwar world
· Great Britain tried to enter the Common Market – but was refused to cut its economic ties to its Commonwealth and the U.S
· The success of the Common Market raised the Soviets the specter of a militarization and economically aggressive Germany
· Khrushchev wanted the U.S, Great Britain and France to withdrawal their troops out of West Germany and make it a free city/to allow East German government access to berlin -- Dulles rejected Khrushchev’s demands
· Khrushchev did not think the issue was worth a nuclear exchange – He modified a six month limit so discussions could be held – Plans were made for summit conference in Paris
· Eve of the summit Khrushchev announced the Soviets had shot down a U-2 American reconnaissance plane which had violated Russian territorial sovereignty – Paris summit was aborted
· Khrushchev temporarily called off the Berlin crisis while intensifying his threats that Russia would destroy any American ally allow U-2 planes to leave from its territory
· Khrushchev welcomes Fidel Castro as a new force in Latin American -- threated the to destroy the U.S “figuratively speaking” if it tried to attack Castro
· 1953 – strife in Cuba with Castro trying to overthrow the government – U.S was not particularly interested
· Castro had wanted to end Cuba’s dependence on Washington – Americans owned 80% of Cuba’s utilities, 40% of its sugar and 90% of its mining wealth
· 1960’S – Rise in Castro’s Anti American views – anti-communists were being removed from Cuba and a new agrarian reform program was met with American resistance
· Feb 1960  Russians signed a trade agreement to exchange Cuban Sugar for Soviet oil, machinery and technicians
· July of 1960 the Americans cut Cuban sugar quota from the market
· In August Washington began to mobilize hemispheric opposition to Cuba  months later forces moved to Central American waters to quell rumored invasion from Cuba
· Eisenhower accepted a C.I.A plan to train an anti-Castro army
· The President of Brazil Seized this opportunity to push for Eisenhower’s acceptance of a proposed operation Pan America  The U.S and L.A would cooperate and promote long term development
· U.S aid was given in such a way that it made the rich richer and poor poorer in L.A  helped accelerate the revolutions against U.S supported regimes
· Castroism and Rumbling problems in other emerging nations dominated the foreign-policy debates in the 1960s presidential campaign
· John F Kennedy V. Richard Nixon  allowed a missile gap in the soviets favor
· Kennedy suggested American support of non-Batista democratic anti-Castro forces
· Kennedy won by a narrow margin  listed the priorities of waging the conflict between Freedom and Communism
· He found out the missile gap was only fictional – feared the communists would place more emphasis on conventional local wars
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· Feb 1956 Khrushchev and his colleagues were ready to bring ideological dogma to the nuclear age
· Khrushchev laid out the principles of peaceful coexistence between capitalism and socialism
· He said that imperialism does breed wars and unleash one but stated that there were social and political sources that prevent the imperialists from unleashing war
· Khrushchev argued that the Soviet view of Western imperialism remained the same – Soviet thermonuclear power could force the imperialists to be reasonable
· Khrushchev’s most immediate goal was to create the appearance of a nuclear stalemate so at to undermine NATO and other anticommunist alliances engineered or sponsored by Eisenhower and John Dulles in 1954/55
· Specifically the Central treaty Organization (cento -Baghdad pact) and the Southeast Asia treaty organization (Seato)
· Americans missiles were deployed in Turkey a member of Cento – Khrushchev wanted these missiles removed
· He also wanted the U.S to recognize the USSR as an equal power
· Khrushchev wanted to prove that he was prepared to use the new terrible weapons
· Khrushchev emulated the policies of Eisenhower and Dulles
· Khrushchev thought the U.S game was to intimidate the Soviet Union 
· He believed that the nuclear power overshadowed all other facts in international relations  regarded the nuclear buildup not only as a means of deterrence but as the continuation of state policies by other means
· 1957 -- Soviet aerospace successfully tested the R-7 missile as the world’s first ICBM
· Sputnik effect galvanized the U.S into launching another costly round in the arms race in order to restore public confidence in American superiority
· R-7 Missiles was considered to be a behemoth and was inefficient and horribly costly weapon
· By the end of 1959 on four of these behemoths and two launching pads had become operational
· 1959 – Kremlin announced the creation of the Strategic Rocket forces a new branch of Soviet armed forces
· Khrushchev repeatedly promised to win the economic competition with the U.S and raise Soviet living standards – which did not occur
· Strain was put on the Soviets economy and budget because of failed programs
· Military production grew from 2.9 to 5.6 percent from 1958 to 1961
· November 1958 Khrushchev presented the U.S/Britain/France with an Ultimatum: Convert West Berlin into a “free city” in six months or he would act and giver control over Western access to berlin to the government of the GDR
· Khrushchev focused on the idea of a free city – deadline was postponed over four years
· U.S and other powers refused to accede to the ultimatum – Khrushchev move created the East- West standoff that became to be known as the second Berlin crisis
· NATO became fractured under the renewed Soviet pressure
· Some argued that the Soviets reacted to the growling interaction of Germany into NATO’s and American plans for Nuclear sharing – the result of the NATOP “first strike” nuclear doctrine (which was a security threat to the Soviet Union)
· Khrushchev had multiple motives in the Berlin crisis
1. He was committed to ensuring the existence of the socialist GDR
2. Was determined to demonstrate the effectiveness of his New Look in making Western powers abandon the containment strategy and begin to negotiate with the Soviet Union
3. He hoped a victory in Berlin would promote the revolutionary process in the countries of Asia and Africa
· Khrushchev hoped that the Soviets Nuclear power would more the relationship with the U.S onto equal terms
· Soviet leader wanted to present the Western government with a stark choice: accept the responsibilities of a nuclear war or dismantle the anti-Soviet ramparts
· Khrushchev proposed the Presidium that the Americans be offered the destruction of the Soviet ICBMS and nuclear weapons if the Americans eliminate their military bases on the Soviet periphery and their strategic bombers – assumed the Americans would agree – Deemed this idea to be “Nikita’s folly”
· Khrushchev announced to the Supreme Soviet -- the reduction of the armed forces by 1.2 million men in three years – Many military officers were appalled by this idea
·  November 1957 – at the world conference of Communist parties Mao hailed the new nuclear missile might of the Soviet Union as the reason for communist forces to be more aggressive against western imperialists
· The soviets were pledged to give the Chinese a working sample of the atomic bomb
· Mao never forgave Khrushchev for his secret speech denouncing Stalin
· Mao’s hidden animosity became public when the Soviets asked to build joint bases for the Soviet navy and submarine fleet and Mao refused
· Khrushchev flew to Beijing to sooth the PRC leader but was subjected to insults
· The shelling of Quemoy the Chinese leader drew both the U.S and the Soviet leadership into a game of nuclear brinkmanship
· Mao’s nuclear bravado struck Khrushchev as irresponsible
· The presidium soon cancelled Sino-soviet atomic cooperation
· When Khrushchev proposed the unilateral cuts of Soviet troops, his New Look began to falter
· First glitch occurred in China
· Mao Ze-dong openly mocked what seemed like the second edition of the Yalta Potsdam “system”
· They accused Khrushchev of accommodating the U.S at their expense
· Mao’s criticism increased Khrushchev’s self-doubts – Questioned if the Western leaders left him with empty hands
· Soviet air defense shot down an American U-2 spy plane on a reconnaissance flight over Soviet missile bases on May 1960
· Khrushchev seized this as his opportunity to show his toughness not only to the West but to China as well
· Khrushchev demanded a personal apology from Eisenhower who admitted to the flight
· By the end of 1960 all plans for détente with the United States were in tatters
· The collapse of the Paris summit left Khrushchev with only one part of his foreign policy standing : the aggressive pressure on the West
· Khrushchev was happy with Kennedy’s narrow win – he felt that Kennedy was a light-weight
· He felt he could intimidate the president by his brinkmanship tactics
· May 26th 1961  Khrushchev told the Presidium that the Soviet Union should sign a separate treaty with the GDR
· Western powers would have to choose between retreat and nuclear war
· Bay of Pigs invasion proved to Khrushchev that the U.S government was not in the firm hands of one leader – it was a gamble he thought was worth taking
· Khrushchev never acted in signing the peace treaty with the GDR 
· Discontent among the Soviet military continued – They felt the Khrushchev was inconsistent
· Khrushchev had felt that Kennedy would back away from the brink
· The failure of the U.S Soviet summit generated fears of permanent closure of intra German borders
· Growing numbers of refugees rushed from East Germany to the West
· The GDR gave Khrushchev an ultimatum – the Soviet leader must sign a separate treaty with the GDR and end the uncertainty or they would lose the GDR
· Khrushchev realized that Kennedy would not back down and give up West Berlin
· Khrushchev was not afraid of a nuclear outbreak but of economic sanctions against the GDR
· Khrushchev decided to build the wall around West Berlin
· August 1961 Berlin became a divided city
· The Soviet leader believed that West Berlin would wither away economically
· Khrushchev demonstrated that he not Ulbricht was in control in East Germany 
· Khrushchev believed that Kennedy would not start a war over West Berlin 
· The problem with Khrushchev’s nuclear brinkmanship was the lack of clear strategic goals
· [bookmark: _GoBack]His allegiance to the revolutionary paradigm left Soviet foreign policy straddled between support of the radicals and revolutionaries in Africa, Asia and Latin America – also the search for geopolitical accommodations with the west
· Khrushchev’s nuclear threat could not substitute for Soviets lack of capabilities
· Khrushchev’s impulsiveness aggravated the situations
· He made decisions on the basis of his own judgment without input from anyone else
· Developments in the Caribbean left Khrushchev to take his most dangerous step – he decided to send nuclear missiles to Cuba
· 

*Eisenhower’s Farewell Address, Jan. 17, 1961: http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/dwightdeisenhowerfarewell.html

· He thanks radio and television networks for the opportunity to bring reports to the nation
· After a half century in service of the U.S he is laying down responsibilities of office
· Wishes the new president – Godspeed
· Congress and Administration have cooperated well to serve the nation 
· Century has witnessed four major wars among great nations
· America is strongest, most influential and productive nation in the world
· Progress toward these noble goals is persistently threatened by the conflict now engulfing the world
· Face ideology global scope
· Huge increases in American defenses: Development of unrealistic programs to cure every ill of agriculture; a dramatic expansion in basic and applied research 
· The need to balance in and among national programs, etc.
· American Arms must be mighty, ready for action, so that no potential aggressor may be  tempted to risk his own destruction 
· American military organization bears no resemblance to any predecessor 
· 3.5 Million men and women are directly engaged in the defense establishment
· Must guard against the acquisition of unwarranted influence, weather sought or unsought, by the military industrial complex
· Must never let the weight of this combination endanger our liberties or democratic processes
· Can’t live for today – cant plunder and convenience the precious resources for tomorrow
· Must avoid becoming a community of dreadful fear and hate 
· Disarmament with mutual honor/confidence is a continuing imperative
· Must learn how to compose differences not with arms but with intellect and decent purposes

