Week 10
· 1970s: there was a détente was going on
· ‘an easing’

· Richard Nixon was coming into power
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Vietnam had been dragging on for 6 years
· It was a war they couldn’t win
· Much opposition
· Nixon was looking at their relationship with global world
· Their relationship with Europe (and other allies) was not good
· Can’t go on like this

· Henry Kissinger
· He was thought to be the smartest diplomatic expert
· The last administration used his advice
· He was a Harvard professor
· “we’re not here to be boy-scouts”
· He was more about power than peace

· 1960’s-1970s
· US still the strongest economically globally
· Wealthiest but not growing
· Things are starting to look worse

· Nixon: 1971
· Took US off gold standard
· The currency fluxuating
· US goods are cheaper; they are finding markets
· BUT there is inflation
· Matters are worse with all the money spent on the war

· Part of Nixon’s role was to:
· Increase US’s credibility
· Scale back
· Provide nuclear shield
· Support allies
· But they must carry the burden of having their own armed forces
· Do this by phasing out troops (i.e. Vietnam) and train the South Vietnamese

· 1968: My Lai Massacre (village)
· US killed 300 Vietnamese (Women, Children, Elderly) and are held accountable
· Entered village of My Lai and massacred
· When news spread it sent shockwaves through US

· Nixon sent a secret mission to Cambodia
· He dropped bombs on Cambodia

· 1970: Nixon
· “we shall not be defeated in Vietnam”
· Not a good prophecy

· Cambodia
· Next to Vietnam
· Neutral 
· Nixon believed commies were there
· US air force sent on secret bombing mission
· Falsified reports to have it completed?
· “we’re not going to be dropping any bombs”
· There were apparently more bombs dropped here than throughout the entire WWII

· Prince of Cambodia (Sihanouk)
· He was a neutralist
· He tried to stay in good relations with China and US
· US impatient with him
· 1970:  engineered coup where Lon Nol was put in place
· Sihanouk knocked out
· Lon Nol didn’t do any better
· Cambodia was a bag of mixed results

· 1970: Nixon went into Cambodia
· Some students protested in US (Kent State University) and were shot and killed

· Nixon keeps bombing Cambodia so communists can’t operate
· But the commies were deep in the jungle, down in caves
· Bombs not affecting them

· US & China
· Nixon and Kissinger had to change relations with China
· Originally US supporting nationalists (Chiang Kaishek) 
· No diplomatic recognition for PRC (founded 1949)
· 1959: US starts to talk secretly with PRC
· No one knows but President

· Kissinger goes to Pakistan (for a meeting) and gets the ball rolling with China
· “what if we extend diplomatic relations… what can you do for us with Vietnam?”

· Pakistan
· Why did Pakistan have mutual relations with China?
· Both were hostile to India
· India and Pakistan were on bad relations since England left (1949?)
· US stood by Pakistan
· Plan was: Kissinger  Pakistan  Beijing
· This was one way to get into Beijing
· US had to look the other way of the war crimes that were happening in Pakistan
· Kissinger was not a boy scout; he was a realist

· China
· Cultural Revolution going on
· Even Mao was having second thoughts about this Cultural Revolution at this time
· Mao had thought of the US as the “imperial demon”
· Maybe look into relations with them
· Can benefit from it?
· 1972: Nixon travels to China
· China exercises influences in North Vietnam
· Vietnam not happy about this

· Nixon and President Nguyen Van Thieu (president of South Vietnam)
· “we’re leaving”
· Not going to be our problem any longer
· Kissinger and Nixon just wanted to leave; attain peace
· Even if commies get out too
· They’ve had enough
· Kissinger was selling S. Vietnam out
· South Vietnam, “this is a betrayal”

· Peace Discussions in Paris
· “It’s been 4 years… not getting anywhere with war”
· Kissinger signs treaty; ends war

· South Vietnam
· 1972: defeats North
· Completed by South Vietnamese (not US)
· US built up forces in S. Vietnam
· US air forces helped a bit
· Critics: “without the air force the S.Vietnamese would not have been strong enough”
· Future was not as bright in South Vietnam as Kissinger suggested

· Détente
· US trying to open relations with China
· Now seeing that Soviets and China were not a monolithic communist movement working together
· Two separate forces

· Soviets
· Kissinger trying to smooth out relations with Soviets as well
· Maybe they can help with Vietnam as well?
· US didn’t want to drive the commies from East Europe (e.g. Poland)
· “we won’t challenge you here”
· At the same time the Soviets were in Czech Slovakia

· Moscow:
· A treaty is signed: Arms treaty
· This is the farthest they have gone throughout the arms race 
· They weren’t dismantling the weapons though (US & Soviets)
· but setting a limit of weapons and launchers
· Anti-ballistic missile treaty:
· Agreed to not building them anymore
· They were designed as defense against offensive weapons

· Kissinger and Nixon
· Propose trade treaty with Soviets (like in Japan)
· ‘most favoured nation’
· Low tariffs etc…
· Goods can be bought/sold on best terms
· Kissinger believed that trading would create better relations with Soviets
· But they run into trouble with US congress
· Senators concerned about human rights in Russia
· E.g. Jews wanting to leave Russia but Russia not permitting it
· US Congress and Israel = close
· Jackson-Vanik Amendment:
· “may not give favoured nation status to a nation that obstructs emigration status”
· Kissinger Livid!
· Kissinger, “human rights not top agenda”
· He believed that Congress shouldn’t be telling them (Kiss/President) what to do
· But it was an unanimous decision
· Soviets get no favoured status

· Détente: 1970s (synopsis)
· US getting out of Vietnam
· Arms treaty has been signed with Soviets
· US starting relations with China
· Also: Europe has become more prosperous and integrated in their trade relations with France, Italy, Netherlands
· Many things happening

· Germany
· Now governed by coalition: Willy Brandt (1969-1974)
· [Wikipedia] Brandt's most important legacy was Ostpolitik, a policy aimed at improving relations with East Germany, Poland, and the Soviet Union. This policy caused considerable controversy in West Germany, but won Brandt the Nobel Peace Prize in 1971
· He wanted to change relations with the rest of Europe
· Up until this point East Germany has not been recognized since 1945
· No relations with West Germany nor with commie states of East Germany
· Brandt becomes chancellor of West Germany
· Tries to organize a trip to Poland
· Kissinger not happy about this
· European allies are doing things without US knowing
· He has to accept it and encourages Nixon to accept it
· US’s influence is going down
· Kiss and Nixon are uneasy about it

· Nixon and his demise
· 1972: election campaign
· Nixon authorizes illegal break-ins with diplomatic party
· It was traced back to Nixon
· Watergate Scandal
· 1973: one of Nixon’s staff testifies
· “for the past 3 years Nixon has had tape recorder in the Oval Office”
· He was recording conversations with everyone
· The court issues a subpoena to confiscate tapes
· Nixon says, “this situation is under control… you have no right to subpoena them”
· The tapes end up in Supreme Court
· There was a 17 minute gap in the tape
· Secretary of Nixon sticks up for him saying, “there was an error, I pushed the wrong button”
· Nixon ends up resigning
· Vice president had already resigned

· Gerald Ford moves into Presidency
· 1974-1976
· Moves in without popular vote
· He was assigned in
· Kissinger stays on

· Nixon upset the congress a great deal
· “can’t support his plans”
· “He was engaging secret wars in Cambodia etc… doing things behind US people’s backs”
· “What Nixon did in Cambodia can never be done again”
· i.e. Faking bombing to please the US people
· also: Congress stopped aid to South Vietnam

· North Vietnam launch a new invasion = Saigon
· They win over Vietnam as a Communist state

· Europe
· 1973: Helsinki Conference 
· Europe wants to change the relations of European states
· 35 states
· They want to give Germany a broader role (with Willy Brandt)
· Kissinger hates the idea
· he can’t persuade all the states not to do this
· Europe: “Maybe Europe can be neutralized? Withdrawal all missile bases etc…”
· Can it happen?

· There are 3 Baskets in a proposed treaty:
1) Diplomatic and Strategic
· Boundaries won’t be challenged without diplomatic negotiation
· In other words, can’t go to war over being unhappy
· This one is the most difficult for US and others to grasp
· “this is what Stalin wants”
2) Technology/Scientific Exchange
· Exchange of information
· Collaboration
· Exchange of scholars, scientists
3) Human Rights/Cultural Cooperation
· Gets most attention later but not at the time
· Citizens need basic rights
· Critics: communist states would never give these rights to people! (including Poland)
· No free press, media etc…
· Can’t protest against government, would be arrested

· Helsinki Agreement
· Was meeting status quo
· Also weakened communist states
· Helped with the collapse of communism in some areas in the 1980s
· But this was not the end of the cold war
· “no return to high tension” was believed, but did not turn out this way

· Ford and Soviets
· Ford went back to Soviets to try and work out a deal
· Didn’t come to any agreement
· Soviets still tense about US Congress and the Human Rights issue

· 1974: South East Asia
· No more American aid
· North Vietnam was quickly defeated
· US leaves in 1975
· [check slide for Vietnamization data: Troops/Casualties]
· BUT suspicious numbers
· US exaggerated how well they were doing

· Cambodian Revolution
· Was a military regime
· “New People” (i.e. intellectuals, people with glasses etc…) were seen as corrupt and killed
· The casualty amount was unbelievable
· Pol Pot  (leader of Khmer Rouge)
· Population reduced by half under him
· 2-3 million people killed (of 7 million)
· Chinese provide assistance to campaign (with Khmer Rouge)
· US supporting  China supporting  Cambodia
· US doesn’t want to antagonize China
· Détente

· 1979: China invades communist Vietnam
· Chinese withdraw after a month
· 100,000 people killed in one month

· Soviet Powers
· China and Soviets not on good relations with each other
· Multiple commie superpowers at war with each other
· Historians can look back not and can see the beginning of it
· But in the 1960s, US couldn’t see this happening
· They believed in a monolithin communism

· World Oil Economy
· 1973-1974: goes back to war in Middle East
· Side: Arabians (especially Saudi Arabians)
· Oil producing giants today, not then
· There was a boycott on oil at the time
· Price sky rockets
· This had an enormous effect on US and Europe
· Price inflation
· Shock to US and CDN lifestyles
· Waiting long queues at gas stations
· Heating in home was affected
· Also: it created wealth in countries with oil to sell
· Countries not involved: 
· Iran (non-arabic)
· They stayed out 
· Slightly friendly to Israel at the time (because of US)
· Iran was getting a lot of money from different areas
· They start building armament and secret police
· Brutal

· Soviets also affected by it
· They are just coming into the oil market
· Not In OPEC though though
· OPEC: Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries
· Soviets found that they could sell oil on good terms to Western Europe
· Basket 2 fed into this (i.e. Technology/Science exchange)
· Soviet economy = booming
· *Soviet leadership had to decide what to do with the extra money
· More $ into arms
· Expenditure on military (but respecting agreement with US)
· Increase aid in areas around the world (e.g. Africa)
· Address problems of consumer economy 
· 1970S: people had to stand in line for consumer goods
· Shortage in clothing
· Not much food (“what are they selling today?... eggs”)
· Consumers were not happy
· Why? Soviet economy was terrible in agriculture
· What they had developed in the 1930s wasn’t working
· Soviet leadership, “let’s import to increase levels of consumer goods”
· E.g. Canadian wheat
· But this didn’t guarantee it would continue (Soviet Government not promising this)
· Soviets can’t continue importing on this same scale
· Goes back to what it was and even gets worse from there in 1980s
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Spot Report
Second round required for the Presidential election
I: Results of the First Round
· The first round of the Presidential election in Croatia took place Jan 2005
· It was the fourth presidential election since Croatia gained independence
· According to the final results, President Mesic (supported by the centre and left-wing parties), failed by a small margin to win in the first round (48.92% of votes)
·  Kosor, candidate of the centre-right Croatian Democratic Union (HDZ) came in second (20% votes)
· Miksic (an independent and relatively unknown American-based businessman of Croatian origin) – (17%), was next after Kosor.
· Overall voter turnout was low at only 50.59% of diaspora voters
· A second round between Mesic and Kosor will take place later in January

· The first round confirmed President Mesic’s leading position in the public opinion but the good result of Miksic who challenged the HDZ for the second position came as a surprise

· Despite the low turnout (19% of a total of 400,000 eligible voters) it was mostly composed of Bosnian Croats residing in Bosnia-Herzegovina, out of country voting had an influence on the results

II. Conduct of the Election
· Organization of the election is under the responsibility of (SEC), State Election Commission 
· The Office for Demographic Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR) chose not to monitor the elections
· Despite this, GONG, the leading election support NGO in Croatia, cooperated closely with SEC and sent 1000 observers and 61 mobile observer teams to the field

· According to GONG: 
· the elections were conducted in an “atmosphere of peace and tolerance”
· but lack of professionalism in some polling stations
· GONG deplored that the Central State for Administration failed to issue instructions to local government offices regarding the update of voter’s lists
· GONG expressed satisfaction with its cooperation with SEC

· There were repeated expressions of dissatisfaction with the selection of candidates, campaign funding or fair access to public media (from Croatian actors like SEC, GONG, the media etc)
· These issues have highlighted the need to further pursue electoral reform
· ‘The Mission’ intends to submit reform proposals after the election based on conclusions from a roundtable discussion (held in Nov 2004) and from ODIHR recommendations from previous elections

· Miksic believed the “elections were rigged”
· He also believed that the situation in Ukraine is being repeated here
· He lodged a complaint with SEC – State Election Commission – which quickly rejected his claims
· SEC also invited citizens to hold peaceful protests in the main squares of Croatian cities the same day
· 2000 of Miksic’s supporters gathered in Zagreb
· Miksic also appealed to the Constitutional Court to have the results annulled and the ballot repeated
· The Constitutional Court turned down both complaints

· Miksic told reporters he would respect the Constitutional Court’s decisions and would hold a rally in Zagreb’s central square on Jan 7th to thank all those who supported him during presidential campaign

· Out-of-country voting remains an issue of concern
· The Mission welcomed the Government’s decision to open polling stations in 3 new locations in Serbia
· Even if the turn-out was low, this initiative represented an opportunity for more Croatian citizens living as refugees in Serbia to engage in Croatia’s future

· 


