WEEK 9 – MARCH 8

Lecture Notes – March 8

· Today we are talking from the perspective of Moscow with some attention on China as well
· Khrushchev was removed from power in 1964 by the other members of the communist party 
· The leader of the movement was Leonid Brezhnev
· The 2nd most influential member was Aleksei Kosygin 
· The state of soviet policies and alliances
· The soviet union in the 1940s and 50s had set up institutions to secure its role in relation to other communist states in the world
· Warsaw Pact  pact of mutual military defense which was signed with Poland, Romania, Bulgaria, east Germany, Albania 
· The leader of Albania decided to ally with Mao Zedong in China 
· This was also the same for Castro. He flirted with the idea of making more of an alliance with china and cutting the Soviet Union out. But he found himself in a position where the Chinese could not offer him the economic aid that Moscow could so we maintained his alliance there. In the 1970s it started to get friendlier again. 
· One of the very significant things about the Warsaw pact was that there was one other player and that was Mongolia
· When the Soviet Union admitted Mongolia to the Warsaw pact, people in Beijing began to wonder whom the Mongolians are expecting to be invaded by. And so if the soviets are conducting this mutual defense pact then only china could be helping Mongolia. So the Chinese did not really like this.
· Comicon was created in 1949
· The soviet union created a council of economic aid 
· The soviet system was that Moscow was the hub of the system and with the other countries trading with it
· The European union model is a bit different 
· Not talking about china
· China in the 1960s distanced itself more and more from the soviet union
· It took Washington a long time to recognize that these 2 great communist powers were actually becoming less and less friendly with each other
· Khrushchev had cut of aid with china and brought back all of the soviet advisors
· Mao also became more and more critical of the soviet union as selling out to the capitalists and not taking a proper revolutionary line
· This was especially so for the nuclear issue
· The soviet union under Khrushchev is trying to reach some negotiated settlement with the USA that would stop the testing of nuclear weapons and proliferation of weapons so that other countries wont get them
· Mao is convinced that all of this is being directed against China
· When Mao talks about nuclear warfare he takes a very submissive attitude 
· So many people were quite alarmed with the possibility of china becoming a nuclear power
· Mao throughout the 1950s and 60s launces several programs that are designed to make china more of a revolutionary state. By revolutionizing the culture and the people. 
· The most extreme manifestation of this is the Cultural Revolution of the 1960s
· ‘The little red book”  everyone was expected to read from this book as it was supposed to contain all of the answers of life
· The cultural revolution was designed to promote economic development by doing away with all the bourgeoisie influences in china 
· These influences were manifested in higher education. Mao said that we should discredit all of these representatives of privilege and social differentiation. Many people must have died in this campaign. The minimum figure is 10 million.
· A period of upsurge took place and then on the other hand enormous disruption
· So from a soviet point of view, this cultural revolution in china is very threatening because china is telling communist in other countries that they shouldn’t listen to the Russians and instead look to china
· By the end of the 1970s when the communist have won in Vietnam, they decide that Beijing is not a good friend
· One of the most complicated situations that the Russians and Americans get involved in is the situation in the middle east at this time
· The situation in the middle east as of 1967 was that Israel was in a state of undeclared war with the Arab states that surrounded it, especially with Egypt
· Nasser spent much of the 1960s building up his countries armed forces and in 1967 he took a much more hostile line of action towards Israel 
· Nasser demanded that the UN peacekeepers be removed
· He also began to mass his armies close to the Israeli border
· At this point the Israelis decide to strike first and they do so with enormous effect
· They start with an air attack on all of the Egyptian air forces
· After that they roll forward into the Sinai peninsula 
· Brezhnev starts out believing that the Egyptians have more of an advantage over the Israelis because they have a stronger force. But it didn’t turn out this way
· So Brezhnev and other policy workers had to decide why it didn’t work
· On the one hand the Moscow leaders felt that they had to support the Arab but in their private communications they had grave doubts about supporting the Arabs
· This was similar on the US side with the Israelis 
· A summit meeting is set up between Johnson and Kosygin
· The tone of the discussions are very warm and friendly
· They came out of this situation without signing anything but with a general friendly thing
· There was a sense that things might be getting better
· So what was happening right now on the soviet side?
· Brezhnev and the people around them had a sense of great economic achievement
· They were producing many things every year
· And they thought that both economically, politically, and morally the USA was falling behind
· Czechoslovakia had been ruled by Stalinists and there was a sense, even in Moscow, that these guys had gone too far
· The economy was really bad and the country was generally repressive
· There was a change in the policies of the Czech leadership
· Alexander Dubcek was elected leader of the communist party in Czechoslovakia 
· He didn’t have a very good record of favoring many changes 
· Moscow chose him to lead the country in a more moderate direction
· But as soon as the censorship and repression started to relax, the people of Czechoslovakia wanted more
· Czech went through the Prague Spring in which ideas came out and writers began publishing things. Young people started dressing and western and European ways (The Plastic Peoples of the Universe)
· In 1968 and 1969 there were demonstrations in Poland over rises in the prices of consumer goods
· Gierek became the leader and he made promises to the polish people 
· Beginnings of what became the Solidarity movement in Poland
· The demonstrations in Poland were quite bloody and violent 
· Romania during the 60s and 70s, in response to the invasion of Czech expressed serous doubts about what they had done in terms of the Warsaw pact. 
· The leader of Romania was very much a Stalinist and still felt that he had to take an independent missions vis a vis Moscow
· The USA started acting as if he was an ally
· They gave him most favourite trading status
· And separated him from the other communist countries
· A SALT treaty was signed between Nixon and Brezhnev
· They agree to reduce the number of launchers 
· Results of Soviet economic growth 
· Does this show that they had “won” and left the USA behind as Khrushchev said they would do?
· Soviet consumers were not very happy 
· The world oil economy changes dramatically and the cause it another war between Israel and its Arab leaders 


LaFeber Chapter 11

· As the USA escalated the war in Vietnam to contain communism, the Johnson administration deescalated conflict with the Soviets
· The seeds of détente, or lessening of international tension, were sown in 1967-1968
· The USA carried on their efforts in Southeast Asia and so détente did not signal an American retreat from world affairs but instead was a new (and necessary) tactic for carrying on traditional containment policy
· Overall the power of America economically, militarily, and culturally remained dominant on the globe
· Johnson initially pursued détente in the hope that the Soviets, who were the largest suppliers of military goods to North Vietnam, might be able to pressure Ho Chi Minh to make peace but this did not happen
· The Russians didn’t do anything to take the pressure of the USA
· Intensifying domestic problems forced Johnson to approach the Soviets
· Brezhnev and Kosygin were willing to talk, but not necessarily about Vietnam
· The new Russian leaders had spread their influence into the Middle East, South and Southeast Asia and their military power was growing
· Although the Soviets had advanced militarily, they were suffering economically and they looked to the USA as a source of relief despite the fact that they feared, disliked, and desperately tried to copy them
· The first deal attempted to get the Soviets to stop supporting North Vietnam but it was not successful
· But Johnson was more successful in attempting to slow the nuclear race
· At a summit meeting with Kosygin a nonproliferation agreement was reached and each power had pledged to halt the distribution of nuclear weapons
· China, France, and India, among others, refused to sign the pact
· So détente seemed to be moving ahead but then it suffered two setbacks
· February 1968  the North Vietnamese launch a surprise Tet (New Year) offensive that threatened even the embassy in Saigon. This really changed Johnson’s opinion that this war really could be won by Americans
· Between 1964 and 1968 in American, ghetto riots had claimed dozens of lives in Los Angeles, Detroit, and Newark
· This was intensified after Martin Luther King Jr was murdered in April 1968 and even Washington began to experience riots
· Other political disasters such as the assassination of John Kennedy in 1963 really slowed the détente process
· Détente really hit a major wall in August 1968 when the Soviets invaded Czechoslovakia in response to the Prague Spring
· Also at this time the Brezhnev-Kosygin regime was tightening its control within Russia
· So when the Prague Spring occurred, Soviet officials were divided over how to respond
· Some who did not want to endanger détente opposed intervention but they were overruled by party leaders who feared economic and ideological contamination from Czech liberalism and also by military and secret police officials who believed that Czech policies might infect the entire bloc
· So Brezhnev ordered soviet troops to smash the Czech regime
· At the same time that Brezhnev ordered this, Johnson was prepared to meet the Soviet leaders at a summit conference but he quickly cancelled
· Brezhnev justified this by issuing a “Brezhnev Doctrine” that allowed soviet intervention on the ground that a socialist nation had the right to save another from “world imperialism” thus preserving the Socialist system
· Richard Nixon then takes office and he picks Henry Kissinger as national security advisor
· Both men believed that unless policy changes were made, the 1970s would be shaped by developments that were sapping U.S. dominance in world affairs: 
· The soviet military buildup
· The rising economic and political power of Western Europe and Japan, which threatened American markets and worked against Washington’s policies in areas such as Vietnam and the Middle East
· And the apparently bottomless pit of the Vietnam War
· Because of the new Russian strength, the policy of containment had to be conducted differently
· Nixon and Kissinger believed that the Soviets could be contained not by a massive arms race or increased U.S. global commitments but by making a deal: the Soviets could have sorely needed economic help if they cooperated in Vietnam and agreed to arms limitation
· Nixon also planned to open up talks with China
· Although Mao had been the Asian villain to the Americans for twenty years, he also became Russia’s main concern by the late 1950s
· So Nixon realized that one communist powers could be played against another
· So to Nixon, the era of confrontation was ending and an era of negotiations was opening up
·  Nixon and Kissinger were determined to have order both at home and abroad
· [bookmark: _GoBack]This led them both to control policy making with an iron grip
· Nixon didn’t deal with the Soviets after the Czech invasion and he knew that he couldn’t negotiate with Brezhnev while the Vietnam War was still going on so in 1969 he announced a phased withdrawal of American troops
· He also pursued a policy if “Vietnamization” in Southern Vietnam where he built up the South’s army so that it could replace the departing Americans
· But Vietanization, as well as many other Nixon polices failed
· Because of these failures the US economy really suffered
· July 1971  things are improving economically and militarily in American and Nixon announces that he will be the first US president to visit China
· Nixon and Mao hoped to use the other to check Soviet power
· The meeting was a success
· A friendship treaty was signed
· Trade opened up
· The Soviets feared a possible Sino-American alliance
· The Chinese entered the United Nations 
· Nixon also becomes the first president to visit the Soviet capital
· The Soviets announced that they wanted to negotiate at the Twenty-fourth Party Congress in 1971
· Brezhnev presented a “peace program” that shaped Soviet views, especially détente policies, through the 1970s
· His program rested on 4 legs but only one was strong and that was military
· Under him the Soviet military had really expanded but he needed American help to strengthen the other 3 legs
· One of the legs was Eastern Europe
· He had managed to strike a deal with the West Germans so that they would recognize the Eastern European boundaries as imposed but the Red Army in 1945. He also guaranteed Western access to Berlin
· He wanted Nixon to agree to this arrangement
· The other leg was the Soviet economy
· Brezhnev wanted US technology and agriculture products
· Both nations were having economic problems and they also wanted to bring spreading military commitments under control. So they designed a détente policy
· They signed a Strategic Arms Limitation Treaty (SALT I)
· This pact was supposed to end the race to develop a defensive anti-ballistic missile system
· It also froze the number of nuclear missiles so that now the Soviets had 1600 and the Americans had 1054
· But these numbers were deceiving because the Americans also had the MIRV 
· SALT I only imposed a few limitations on the arms race but it did not stop it
· But nonetheless the summit was a triumph for both the US and the Soviets
· Brezhnev successfully carried out his détente program
· In Vietnam the communist offensive ground to a halt
· Nixon’s policy had worked
· So Nixon gets re-elected
· He stands unchallenged at the peak of his power 
· He is free of the Vietnam quicksand’s
· And the Russians are apparently better managed by détente now
· So he turns to other foreign problems now
· Dealing with bitter Western European allies
· Dealing with Chilean government
· As a result of his intimidations of the federal government and the Watergate Scandal Nixon resigns
· Problems in the Middle East between Israel and Egypt
· Nixon-Kissinger policies began falling apart
· American power also came under threat in Latin America
· The two superpowers were clashing in Africa. The confrontation in Angola became one of the main reasons for the death of détente 
· After Gerald Ford becomes president him and Kissinger tried to reinvigorate foreign policy with two dramatic acts
· Travelled to Russia in 1974 and agreed with Brezhnev on the outline for a SALT II agreement that set new limits on nuclear arms
· Sent in troops to Cambodia after the Cambodian government seized the American cargo ship, Mayaguez
· At Helsinki, Finland, 35 countries including the Western Nations accepted the East European boundaries as permanent and in return the Soviets pledged to follow a more liberal human rights policy
· The policy of détente was overall seen as a failure and a contradiction 

Zubok, Chapter 8

· The Soviets invade Afghanistan in 1979
· This invasion was a much greater shock than the Czech invasion in 1968
· American retaliation was immediate and harsh
· President Carter and his administration believed that this invasion was only the beginning of a strategic thrust towards the Persian Gulf, the largest oil pool in the world
· The White House froze and suspended most détente agreements, talks, trade, and cultural relations with the Soviets
· He also imposed an embargo on profitable grain sales to the USSR and appealed to the world to boycott the summer Olympics which were going to be held in Moscow
· Fifteen years later documents show that the Soviets did not have any intention of reaching the Persian Gulf
· The invasion of Afghanistan is one of the first signs of Soviet imperial overstretch
· In 1980 a revolution erupted in Poland and the rise of the anti-communist national movement “Solidarity” was a threat to Soviet Union but they decided not to send troops
· The 1970s was a time of rapid détente decline
· This chapter explored Brezhnev’s diminishing ability to shape Soviet foreign policy and maintain positive momentum in Soviet-American relations

Détente and Human Rights

· In 1973 Brezhnev visits America and signs a bilateral Agreement on the Prevention of Nuclear War along with Nixon
· But the American government was not fully trustworthy of Brezhnev’s intentions and this shows the limits of trust between Washington and Moscow
· Both sides viewed détente as managed competition, a continuation of the Cold War by less dangerous means
· Both sides wanted to obtain, whenever possible, a unilateral advantage over the other side 
· As Brezhnev rejoiced over the strengthening of the Soviet political position in Europe, Nixon busily journeyed about the Soviet periphery: to Iran, seeking to establish the Shah as an American proconsul in the Persian Gulf, and to Poland, reviving anti-Soviet hopes in the midst of the Warsaw Pact
· The only hope for Soviet-American détente in this situation was if both Brezhnev and Nixon regarded détente as a joint project worthy of their investments of time and political capital
· The issue of Jewish immigration tested Brezhnev’s willingness to help Nixon and Kissinger in their domestic games

Scramble For Africa

· Soviet experts later claimed that soviet leaders had no specific doctrine or long term plans for Africa
· They kind of got dragged into Africa
· The Politburo discovered Africa at the same time it began its support for the radical Arab nationalists
· The soviets always acted on the thinking that decolonization of the continent would be a major blow to world capitalism and a great victory for Communism
· Kruchsev himself dreamed of transforming selected African countries into “windows of socialism” and bulwarks of the expanding socialist camp
· Many in Africa looked to hope and even enthusiasm at the Soviet model of industrialization and social modernization 
· African anticolonial leaders in the late 1950s saw the Soviet Union not as a totalitarian state but as a beacon of progress
· The Soviets did not have much success at first in Africa. They lost the battle over Congo and were kicked out of Ghana and Guinea
· When they came back Sub-Saharan Africa and the Horn of Africa became the site for the Soviet military to demonstrate their new power-projection abilities
· The soviets made a lot of profits in Africa
· The Us-Soviet scramble for Africa began to intensify at the same time as détente reached its peak
· Ford signs a secret order to being CIA covert operations in Angola
· The soviets had leadership issues in Africa because Brezhnev wasn’t really interested in African affairs
· So the soviet leadership was incapable of bold schemes and initiatives in Africa

Woes With Carter

· Soviets expected Ford to stay in office and carry on the détente policy
· But Jimmy Carter defeats him
· Carter had an urge to go beyond the old agenda of the Cold War and was committed to the idea of nuclear disarmament
· The new president promised a “new foreign policy” that would be less secretive and opaque and more aware of human rights
· Carters campaign for human rights immediately marred his relations with the Kremlin
· It seemed now that the Soviets would have to live up to the promises made in Helsinki
· For Brezhnev, the continuation of partnership and progress in arms control was more important than squabbles on human rights
· The Soviets longed for political continuity and confidential relations with the White House
· Carter, however, showed the Soviets that the terms of partnership had to be changed
· The new president was determined to deal with the soviets without secret diplomacy
· He wanted to conduct foreign policy through the State Department
· Also he adopted a policy of deep cuts in some strategic systems
· This meant going against the Vladivostok agreement in SALT and Brezhnev was enraged
· A new set of proposals was introduced by America to the Soviets but they rejected it and the gap between the Soviets and America grew
· The years after 1977 were a period of worsening Soviet-American relations



- ———————
s
e,
. SRR,
B
* Bt
P e e
R
P e L
by
B N,
e e
e R
[T
o .
3 Se————
e T T e
i
S
I FoL T e
B T O s I




