Week 4 Readings
LaFeber Chapter 5
The Korean War: How it started
· After the Second World War, Korea was divided along the 38th parallel; the Soviets occupied northern Korean peninsula while the Americans occupied the South. In 1948, the United States and Soviet Union withdrew from Korea.
· Two Koreas gained independence; North Korea was under the leadership of Kim Il-Sung who was a communist. South, on the other hand, was under the leadership of a rightist, Syngman Rhee. 
· Both Kim and Rhee were determined to unify Korea and engage in bloody warfare.
· In June 24, 1950, Kim Il-Sung decided to launch an invasion. 
· Kim gained support of the Soviet Union. Stalin promised that he would provide military weapons but refused to commit Soviet troops to the war.
· The Truman administration ordered Gen. MacArthur to send military supplies to the S. Korean troops. 
· June 27, a UN resolution was passed to send aid to S. Korea to restore peace.
Reasons for US involvement in Korean War:
· President Truman and US Secretary of State, Dean Acheson did so
  - In order to shut up their critics at home particularly the Republicans who wants ‘Asia first’, and Sen. John McCarthy/McCarthyism. 
 - It want to show its critics at home that they are determined to liberate Korea and to prevent further communist expansion in Asia by supporting Taiwan and providing assistance to counterrevolutionaries in Asian countries.
 - To increase its military budgets envisioned by NCS-68 where Truman submitted $50 million defence budget in contrast to %13.5 billion 6 months before. Military forces also grew 50% (3.5 million)
The policy of the Truman administration increased US commitment in Asia
· The US use the terms “collective security” and “UN action”. Nonetheless, the US took the military lead. Military orders did not come from the UN but Washington. 16 nations participated in the military action but majority of the man-power were Americans (50% ground forces, 86% naval, and 93% air)
· Moreover, Truman ordered the American Seventh Fleet to sail between China and Taiwan. This action surprise China. China saw that US interference in Chinese Civil War. This also convinced PRC to support Kim Il-Sung. 
·  It also sends aid to counterrevolutionaries in the Philippines and Malaya. 
· Despite its support for the independence of the former French colonies, the US allowed France to reclaim Indochina. The U.S fear that Indochina might fall in the hands of nationalist-communist Ho Chi Minh. US can’t afford to lose Indochina since it produce rice, rubber and tin. In addition, it would deprive Japan of its market in Southeast Asia. Japan was a key ally in the East and the US wants to keep Southeast Asia for Japanese to exploit. 
Soviet Union’s decision to support South Korea and China
· Stalin promised Kim that he would provide assistance but would not send its troops.
· Japan was an ally of the West. Stalin saw Japan as a threat to communism in Asia. If Kim was successful in uniting Korea, the threat of militarized, West-oriented Japan would be destabilized or neutralized. A communist Korea could intimidate Japan.
· Mao’s success encouraged communist revolution in Southeast Asia. Stalin saw Mao as potential challenger as the leader of communist world. Stalin believed that communist Korea under the influence of USSR would check Mao’s expansive aims and reputation.
· It also supported China’s decision to intervene in Korea. It agreed to provide military supplies but refused to send Soviet army. China would drive back the Americans w/o the need to shed any Russian blood.  If PRC and US engage in a full combat, China would be force to rely more to Moscow
China’s decision to intervene in the war
· American advance; US forces successful in pushing the N. Korean troops beyond 38th parallel in October 1.
· Initially the plan was to restore order and border but Truman ordered MacArthur to move through if he didn’t see encounter Russian and Chinese resistance.
· MacArthur determined to drive Kim’s army to Yalu River (Chinese border)
· China won’t allow the Americans in their border and determined to keep the US army out. 
· Along with US interference in China-Taiwan conflict, Mao decided to send his men to N. Korea in Oct. 16 

· On Nov 26, Chinese crossed Yalu River. Three weeks later, the Chinese and the North Koreans were able to push back the U.N forces and once again the war fought below 38th parallel.
· On Oct. 9, 1950, US aircraft bombed a Soviet airfield few miles from Vladivostok. The U.S issued an apology.
· MacArthur recommended to bomb Chinese forces, but was recommendation was rejected by Truman. Nonetheless Truman used atomic bombs to intimidate Chinese forces
· British PM Atlee was alarmed by this but Truman assured him that he had no intention to use this. 
· Atlee argued that China’s admission to the UN could lead to discussion and cease-fire. Acheson rejected the recommendation believing that China had no intention to call cease-fire and if ever negotiation occurred, Mao would demand a UN seat and concession on Formosa.
· On march 20, the Sate dept. And the Pentagon explores possibility of negotiation w/ Chinese.
· However, MacArthur still insisted for on aerial attacks to destroy Chinsese military and industrial bases, a naval blockade against China and to use Taiwanese troops in Korea. 
· MacArthur continued to challenge Truman. On April 11, 1951, Truman w/ the support of the Joint Chiefs of Staff agreed that MacArthur must be relieved.

LaFeber Chapter 7 
-          1953 - Change in leadership in both U.S and Soviet Union.
-          Eisenhower became the president the U.S president; saw as “the man qualified to deal w/ Stalin”
-          Stalin dies in March 1953. Georgi Malenkov took over premiership; Nikita Khrushchev became the first party secretary.
-          It was predicted that Stalin’s death would create chaos and that Soviet leadership would fall. However, this did not happen. 
-          American nuclear superiority was challenged and monopoly broken Soviet tested their won thermonuclear/hydro bomb.
-          Malenkov pursued détente/policy of relaxation – friendly relation w/ West Europe
-          Saw that lessening tension between East and West would lead to disintegration of West alliance
-          New leadership was also willing to sponsor negotiation in Korea. 
-          On March 30, Chinese suggested the release of POWs 
-          June 18 Chinese and North Koreans POWs were released
 
-          U.S continued its commitment to its allies- economic aid to S. Korea; though Rhee fell in power in 1960 after a riot against his autocratic rule. The Eisenhower admin. Also supported West Germany’s rearmament and to create a European mutual defence- the EDC.
-          Eisenhower and Dulles sympathize with those people who were struggling to achieve national self-determination since the Americans also gained their independence from Britain.  
-          They supported decolonization; wants to push out the Europeans
-          But revolution already began in Indochina, Iran and Guatemala 
-          US did not want to fight conventional wars because of their experience in Korean War
-          What strategies and methods they use? 
1)      Turn to CIA in countries that is not yet out of control like Iran and Guatemala
2)      Send military personnel to train local troops –like in Vietnam; Vietnamization as Eisenhower called it
3)      Form regional alliance against leftist/communist – Baghdad pact and SEATO
4)      Reliance on hydrogen bombs/atomic weapons;
-           Eisenhower threatened to use weapons if USSR and PRC launched invasion or became involved w/ revolutionaries. 
-          Eisenhower cut down military budgets; feared that US might suffer from budget deficit and feared an economy dependent on ‘military industrial complex’
-          He believed Truman spent too much on military; Eisenhower want to continue containment policy w/o spending too much on military; his solution was to rely on these nuclear weapons and CIA; Eisenhoer reduced Truman’s military budget by nearly one-third or $34
-          In Iran Mohammed Mossadegh in 1951 weakened the authority of the Shah; nationalize the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company; British not happy about it.
-          US was convinced that that Iran would made alliance w/ Soviets
-          Shah successfully launched a coup in August; US played a role by providing weapons, trucks, armoured cars and radio communications. 
-          After coup US joined Britain and other European states in the control of Iranian oil; US control 40%
-          US involvement in the coup cause resentment amongst Iranians 
-          In 1951, in Guatemala Jacobo Arbenz Guzman supported by communist took over the government. He confiscated 178,000 acres of property that belong to an American company. The Sate Dept. demanded proper payment but Arbenz refused to do so since it would prevent them from financing their own programs/plans for a reform
-          The CIA provided military trainings and weapons to the rebels led by Carlos Castillo Armas and involved in bombings. 
-          Arbenz lost support from the military and communist labour unions; Arbzenz was overthrown and Castillo took over
-          Arbzenz is constitutionally elected and headed a reform movement, not communist. Communist did not shape country’s most important institution which is the government, the army and the Catholic Church
-          The new regime under leadership of Castillo is more repressive than Arbenz 
-          On July 20-21 1954, Geneva conventions Ho’s forces and French signed armistice.  Vietnam was to be divided (17th parallel) w/ Ho controlling North while France controlling South. Both Vietnam agreed not join any military alliance. It was agreed that a national election would took place w/in two years to reunify the country.
-          Americans did not agree w/ the agreements made in Geneva. 
-          US sent economic aid to South Vietnam and began to train military armies
-          Ngo Dinh Diem became the leader of South Vietnamese gov’t. 
-          On July 1955, French left Vietnam; Diem rejected election which had been agreed in Geneva, claiming that they did not sign the agreement. Diem’s proclamation was supported by the US. 
-          Dulles and Diem knew that it would be difficult to beat Ho in the election.
-          Southeast Asia Treaty organization (SEATO) – a military pact was formed in Sept. 8 1954 consited of US, France, Britain, Australia, NZ, Pakistan, Philippines and Thailand
-          In NATO US act multilaterally with West European allies. In SEATO, the US have to act alone since members do not share as the Americans regarding the danger and threat of communism and were reluctant to help them 
-          US also pushed for the creation of European Defence Community; France rejected this since it includes the West German rearmament. France has to divide its army between Europe and overseas territories while West Germany concentrate in Europe.
-          EDC was defeated in French Assembly; but rearmament of West Germany still occurred and West Germany was admitted to NATO in 1955. 
