

Lecture Notes for March 15th- Detante

-US and its relations with the world. Nixon brought in Henry Kissinger who believed more in power politics than he did in principle.
-US still is the most economically stable country in the world, however GDP began to drop. Nixon removed the US from the Gold Standard: the advantage being cheaper US goods however the disadvantage being that it promoted inflation.

-Nixon’s Strategy on SE Asia; scale back on commitments worldwide; support allies in terms of supporting anti communism; phase out own armed force by training S. Vietnamese to fight their own fight. 
- Launching secret attacks on Cambodia- Why? Adjacent to Vietnam but a neutral state. 
-the tonnage of bombs dropped were far more than those dropped in all the countries during WWII!
-Bombing of Cambodia hidden for a long time (secret memo by Nixon)
-Use excuse of going to Pakistan but in turn meets with leader of Beijing
-China and Pakistan both had hostile relations towards India (Kissinger had eye on Pakistan in an effort to get to Beijing).
-Nixon faces trouble with Congress, concerned with human rights issues; tapes subpoenaed and Nixon then resigns.
-Ford is President by appointment and keeps Kissinger on board.
-In 1974 Vietnam reunites North and South as one Communist country

European Detante
-Helsinki Conference: withdrawal of US and Soviet forces and regularize relations between states: 1) diplomatic and strategic in that it recognized boundaries 2)Promotion of trade/exchange of information 3) Human rights and cultural cooperation.

World Oil Economy: ’73-‘74
-OPEC created in 1969 by oil producing states in S Arabia but not initially successful.
-effected economies around the world and shock to the US lifestyle. Soviet economy goes through the roof.
-by 90’s shortage is worse than it used to be.

Text: Lafeber Chapter 10 for March 1st (Week 8)
South East Asia- and Elsewhere 1962-1966

-The roots of the Cuban Missile crisis rested with Krushchev’s foreign policies and his intense concern with removing NATO power from Berlin after 1957.
-However, by 1962, there was a public criticism and skepticism by US officials of Soviet missiles and their credibility. That infuriated Krushchev but the Soviet premier warned Kennedy against engaging ‘in sinister competition as to who will be the first to start a war”.
-Krushchev was secretly moving two types of nuclear weapons into Cuba. However Kennedy wasn’t innocent in this event, as throughout ‘62 he had authorized a secret campaign called Operation Mongoose, which was to over throw the Castro, possibly by US military intervention. With the elections weeks away, the US President was in a delicate political situation.
-EXCOM (committee) held round the clock meetings to consider a response to the Soviets and decided on a blockade and failing that, an air strike.
-Three days into the crisis, Soviet ships started to turn away from Cuba and didn’t challenge the blockade.
-However when a Soviet officer shot down an US plane, the crisis escalated again. Krushchev demanded the Jupiter missiles in Turkey be dismantled by the US.
-The US ended up being on high alert until late November, when Castro finally returned the bombers.
-Krushchev’s popularity was on the decline, and Kennedy emerged with new political charisma and new popularity. His speech in June 1963 spoke of peace and that dramatically appealed to the Soviets to seek a relaxation of tensions and sped the negotiations of nuclear test ban treaty.
-Through this all, De Gaulle correctly believed that in the wake of the missile crisis East-West tensions would ease. However, the missile crisis did not advance Kennedy’s ‘Grand Design’ for Europe. It did in the end tragically accelerate the US rush into Vietnam. As both sides clearly indicated that they did not want to use nuclear forces. The US of course won primarily because Krushvchev unwisely challenged Kennedy in the Caribbean, where US conventional naval power was decisive.
-The President also now focused on SE Asia because he hoped to diminish what he believed to be the expansiveness of Communist China.
-Assumptions: Vietnam was vital to US interests because of Kennedy’s statements that Vietnam was the cornerstone of the Free World in SE Asia; the Kennedy Admin assumed that China was to be isolated and militarily disciplined; the emerging Laotian situation and the India-China conflict gave the US confidence in its ability to escalate military power.
-The US entered a war with a great army at the ready, and with the belief that they could shape world affairs with American firepower.
-However by late 1963, the widening gap between the actual situation in Vietnam and the self-assurance of the Kennedy office’s belief it could manipulate military power to control nationalist revolutions were obvious.
-Shortly after a military junta captured Diem and his brother, they were shot. Weeks later, Kennedy was assassinated. 

Lyndon Johnson then inherited decomposing foreign policies:  but he was determined to create a great society at home and wage the cold war abroad. During the next 4 years he waged war without an explicit declaration of war from congress and he had sufficient authority to send one half million Americans into combat in Vietnam (the Senate repealed that in 1970).

Africa too had been chaotic with the Suez canal crisis, termination of European control in the post war era and countries claiming independence. The US interevened in the Belgian Congo during the 60’s and then the focus on stabilization of Latin American politics.
-By late 1964, the US, working through OAS ( Organization of American States) successfully pressured every Latin American nation (except Mexico) to break off diplomatic relations with Cuba.
-The Soviet was the only nation that benefited from American intervention: gaining military experience; countering Chinese influence;  took American lives and won favour with N Vietnamese. Russia made a dramatic recovery as well (as the US had its resources tied up in SE Asia). The war helped divide the Western alliance as well.

Text: Zubok Chapter 7 for March 1st (Week 8)

-Meeting of Nixon and Brezhnev to sign: Strategic Arms Limitations Agreement, Antiballistic Missile Treaty and the Basic Principles of US –Soviet Relations. This forming the peak of Brezhnev’s career.
-Origins of Detante have been controversial: Nixon, Ford and Carter’s administrations attacked detante as immoral appeasement of the Soviet power.
-the Soviets road to detante: collective thinking of post-Krushchev leadership; Kremlin politics; return to ideological orthodoxy after 1964 and the continuing split between conservative and new de-Stalinized foreign policy. Mostly, it was Brezhnev’s personal views and attitudes-his international outlook as well.
-the escalation of the war in Vietnam in 1965 led to the first significant foreign policy in post Krushchev Kremlin. The American intervention in Vietnam stoked the ideological instincts of the collective leadership and the Soviet military and therefore led to a serious deterioration of Soviet-American relations.
-Furthermore, Kosygin was infuriated with the US when they bombed Hanoi. The bombing campaign by the States intensified in N Vietnam during 1965 and 1966.
-the Arab-Israeli 6 day war had the Kremlin fearing another war b/w the Arabs and the Israeli’s would escalate the involvement by the US in the mid east, on the side of Israel.
-As a desperate measure the Soviets contd to invest in Egypt and Syria, in an attempt to maintain a Soviet presence in the mid east.
-the meeting b/w Kosygin and Johnson proved for Kosygin to be unprepared for the topics that Johnson wanted to discuss (ending war in IndoChina, Soviet to be mediator in Vietnam settlements) and especially wanted to talk about ABMS (Antiballistic missile defense).
Impulses for Detante:
[bookmark: _GoBack]-The Czechoslovak crisis of 1968 affected Brezhnev’s outlook on international affairs and Soviet leadership feared “falling dominos” in central Europe no less than the Johnson admin feared them in SE Asia.
-The Soviets are able to crush the Czechoslovakian revolt but Brezhnev’s victory would cost him in the long run.
-West Berlin was another problem and could not be solved on a bilateral basis and with the help of the White house, the Western powers formally acknowledged that West Berlin was not a part of the FDR.
-The fight for detante was to grow even more complicated but not so much for domestic constraints as in the outside world. The Brezhnev leadership had to overcome the biggest obstacle of all- the war in Vietnam and the persistence of US-Soviet confrontation.

-The Indo Pakistan war of 1971 drew hysterical reactions from Nixon and he saw it as a Soviet plot to undermine the entire edifice of American triangular diplomacy.
-Detante was Brezhnev’s personal project and he had intended to keep it going. He harbored sincere hopes of reducing cold war tensions and during his term as leader, he ‘was an asset for world peace”.









Time Line of the Cold War





1940s
· 1945: February 4-11-- Yalta Conference Cold War Begins
· 1945: August 6 -- United States first used atomic bomb in war
· 1945: August 8 -- Russia enters war against Japan
· 1945: August 14 -- Japanese surrender End of World War II
· 1946: March -- Winston Churchill delivers "Iron Curtain" Speech
· 1947: March -- Truman declares active role in Greek Civil War
· 1947: June -- Marshall Plan is announced
· 1948: February -- Communist takeover in Czechoslovakia
· 1948: June 24 -- Berlin Blockade begins
· 1949: July -- NATO ratified
· 1949: May 12 -- Berlin Blockade ends
· 1949: September -- Mao Zedong, a Communist, takes control of China
· 1949: September -- Soviets explode first atomic bomb
1950s
· 1950: February -- Joe McCarthy begins Communist witch hunt
· 1950: June -- Korean War begins
· 1951: January 12 -- Federal Civil Defense Administration established
· 1953: June 19 -- Rosenberg executions
· 1953: July -- Korean War ends
· 1954: March -- KGB established
· 1954 -- CIA helps overthrow unfriendly regimes in Iran and Guatemala 
· 1954: July -- Vietnam split at 17th parallel
· 1955: May -- Warsaw Pact formed
· 1956: October - November -- Rebellion put down in Communist Hungary. Egypt took control of Suez Canal; U.S. refused to help take it back
· 1957: October 4 -- Sputnik launched into orbit
· 1958: November -- Khrushchev demands withdrawal of troops from Berlin
· 1959: January -- Cuba taken over by Fidel Castro
· 1959: September -- Khrushchev visits United States; denied access to Disneyland
1960s
· 1960: May -- Soviet Union reveals that U.S. spy plane was shot down over Soviet territory
· 1960: November -- John F. Kennedy elected President
· 1961: April -- Bay of Pigs invasion
· 1961: July -- Kennedy requests 25% spending increase for military
· 1961: August 13 -- Berlin border closed
· 1961: August 17 -- Construction of Berlin Wall begins
· 1962: -- U.S. involvement in Vietnam increased
· 1962: October -- Cuban Missile Crisis
· 1963: July -- Nuclear Test Ban Treaty ratified
· 1963: November -- President Kennedy assassinated in Dallas, Texas
· 1964: August -- Gulf of Tonkin incident
· 1965: April -- U.S. Marines sent to Dominican Republic to fight Communism
· 1965: July -- Announcement of dispatching of 150,000 U.S. troops to Vietnam
· 1968: January -- North Korea captured U.S.S. Pueblo
· 1968: August -- Soviet troops crush Czechoslovakian revolt
· 1969: July 20 -- Apollo 11 lands on the moon
1970s
· 1970: April -- President Nixon extends Vietnam War to Cambodia
· 1972: July -- SALT I signed
· 1973: January -- Cease fire in Vietnam between North Vietnam and United States
· 1973: September -- United States helps overthrow Chile government
· 1973: October -- Egypt and Syria attack Israel; Egypt requests Soviet aid
· 1974: August -- President Nixon resigns
· 1975: April 17 -- North Vietnam defeats South Vietnam
· 1979: July -- SALT II signed
· 1979: November -- Shah of Iran overthrown; Iranian Hostage Crisis
1980s
· 1983: -- President Reagan proposes Strategic Defense Initiative
· 1983: October -- U.S. troops overthrow regime in Grenada
· 1985: -- Iran-Contra Affair (arms sold to Iran, profits used to support contras in Nicaragua)
· 1985: -- Mikhail Gorbachev ascends to power in Soviet Union
· 1986: -- Gorbachev ends economic aid to Soviet satellites
· 1986: October -- Reagan and Gorbachev resolve to remove all intermediate nuclear missiles from Europe
· 1986: November -- Iran-Contra Affair revealed to public
· 1987: October -- Reagan and Gorbachev agree to remove all medium and short-range nuclear missiles by signing treaty
· 1989: January -- Soviet troops withdraw from Afghanistan
· 1989: June -- China puts down protests for democracy; Poland becomes independent
· 1989: September -- Hungary becomes independent
· 1989: November -- Berlin Wall falls
· 1989: December -- Communist governments fall in Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria, and Rumania; Soviet empire ends
1990s
· 1990: March -- Lithuania becomes independent
· 1990: May 29 -- Boris Yeltsin elected to presidency of Russia
· 1990: October 3 -- Germany reunited
· 1991: April -- Warsaw Pact ends
· 1991: August -- End of Soviet Union Cold War Ends
 




