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Today: 1950s-1961 Soviet Union

US during this time (recap)
· Previous lecture: Eisenhower wanted to reduce budget of federal government so people’s standards of living could improve
· They also had a policy of using threats rather than force whenever they could
· John Foster Dulles- made policy of _____ which included bluffing
· E’s administration also didn’t want anything to do with China- to Washington China did not officially exist
· Also, Washington was assuming that everything that was occurring in China was under Moscow’s control
· The US under Dulles- took position they would be on side of new forces that were emerging like Africa and Asia- previously colonized states were gaining independence
· They also claimed they could do it better and would provide support for Vietnam
· Eisenhower was also interested in negotiating a slow-down/change in the arms’ race- they cautiously tried to ban nuclear testing and slow down the production of Nuclear weapons- Soviets were also interested

Khrushchev/Soviets
· 4-5 who tried to run country together following Stalin’s death
· Khrushchev try to sort out the parties
· He initially was not taken seriously, little education, and had done dirty jobs in past
· Stalin seems to have treated him as the court’s jester
· By 1956 he was more than amongst the first of the equals
· Some list made- where they discussed Stalin
· His killing of other communists
· Khrushchev determined to break down the fearsome atmosphere 
· Dismantling of labour camps
· Determined to relax censorship and willing to encourage open discussion- up to a point 
· Publishing of critical articles- up to a point
· For a while he even allowed abstract art (but not for long)
· His agenda was to transform soviet agriculture- to make it more productive, efficient, modern, more lands for development
· Also interested in mending fences with other communist states- like Yugoslavia and china 
· Determined to establish a different relationship with the Chinese which was equal and friendly
· Also determined to slow down the arms’ race
· As a leader, first thing he had to do was make sure the rest of his ruling group was on side
· 1956 when he was preparing to deliver his speech on Stalin he was receiving criticism and words of warning 
· Difficulties in Poland and uprising in Hungary 
· So he did stir things up, some claimed he is not the right leader
· 1957- emergence of a direct challenge to his leadership on part o the other members of the Presidium. Insist he should step down. An open revolt in the inner circle of the communist party. It was a split vote.

Marshall Georgii Zhukov
· Widely respected, similar military experience like Eisenhower
· He voted no for getting rid of Khrushchev
· Suggested more needed to vote from around the country (never done before)
· Because he could fly people in through military aircraft, they were able to set a meeting 
· Mostly all in favour of Khrushchev, as a result 4 Presidium members were fired
· Zhukov’s statue was not erected until the 1990’s
· Khrushchev did see him as a rival due to some disagreements

Khrushchev
· 1959 in a good position, no rivals
· Able to make his own decisions and policies
· People in the west were unsure of what was going on
· Sovietology emerged- people would read the newspapers and such and try to read between the lines (emerged in universities and such)
· His approach to the west: they will prevail
· Felt history was on his die in terms of education/science and production
· He wanted a program of slowing down the arms’ race
· His way of pursuing this created an even bigger arms’ race with the US
· Agriculture in east? South? Asia becomes an ecological disaster
· ____ Sea levels drop
· Also wanted to make agro-cities (not too good)
· He also tried to improve living standards by building housing
· Launched a program of building housing
· Houses not of greatest quality though, and soon began to look like slums
· By 1960’s they made a pun out of Khrushchev’s name which uses the Russian word for slum
· He wanted to make a change in the arms’ race also to save funding and transfer it to the civilians
· They were way behind the US though
· Proposals went back and forth between Washington and Khrushchev
· “Open skies” was one
· Zhukov thought it was worth trying
· Publicly disagreed with Khrushchev over this
· 1958: Khrushchev secretly announces “operation atom”
· Install 6 medium range missiles in Germany
· He was simultaneously telling Westerners his country was grinding out nuclear missiles like sausages
· Nuclear issue comes in as well with china
· Soviet union was dividing scientific advisor sand technological equipment which was to help Chinese build their own nuclear weapons
· 1958 Mao- even if 2/3s of our people are killed, we will still be the most populated so why should we worry
· Moscow did worry though. “Great Leap Forward” policy movement in China
· Was going to transform agriculture, industrialize the Chinese villages
· We know now this cost many lives, Khrushchev didn’t
· Khrushchev has a series of meetings with the Chinese leaders
· 1958 tries to put the relationship between the two countries onto a more equal basis (in this meeting)
· Soviets were going to give up some of their social
· Communication systems for naval fleets
· He discovers Mao isn’t entirely receptive to the ”bear hug” he was trying to give him
· During another meeting, Mao gives off vibe he is trying to turn the relationship around, and condescending
· Not happy/friendly relations between the two men/countries
· 1959 visits US
· For public relations
· Agriculture- growth of corn
· Corn becomes on of the other disasters of Russian agriculture
· Has conversation with Eisenhower about scaling down the production of missiles and bombs
· Between Khrushchev and rest of world- he has meeting with china immediately following visit to US
· When he goes to Mao he conveys message- Americans aren’t so bad, perhaps a deal can be made to make the world safer
· Eisenhower had raised question- what could soviets and allies do to make friendly relations? Prisoners of war from US are in Korea; perhaps you (Khrushchev) can get some information on these…
· Khrushchev passes this message to Mao
· Mao is pissed! = Shouting match of intensity, that both sides agree at the end of the conversation that all records of it should be erased
· Mao rejects everything and accuses Khrushchev of betraying the clause of communism
· In Moscow, Khrushchev orders to withdraw advisors from china and terminate aid. 
· Americans didn’t seem interested in the Soviet-Chinese split
· Concerned about mutually assured destruction 
· Missile gaps in soviet’s favour- Americans have to build more missiles and increase the arms’ race (not sure who made this claim…Stuart Symington?)
· Kennedy in his debate with Nixon- makes claims they are falling behind (Eisenhower and Nixon knew this was wrong)
· A summit to be held in Europe to talk about nuclear weapons and the future of the arms’ race
· Eisenhower caught spying (previous lecture)
· Was there really a chance for piece that was torpedoed by the flight?
· Are Khrushchev’s claims for the situation believable?
· Khrushchev claimed that Eisenhower was in favour for an agreement but his advisors “hawks” were not
· Eisenhower makes claim he will not apologize because it was for the US and would be national humiliation
· Khrushchev will not attend summit if Eisenhower doesn’t apologize
· Was there a chance for peace that was missed?  *Possible exam question

Castro
· Unsure of who Khrushchev was
· Castro and Khrushchev were kicked out of a hotel when hanging out…rowdy?
· Castro moved to Harlem for a while to push his revolutionary ideas amongst the poor
· Khrushchev and others start to feel sentimental about the Cubans and the revolution
· Leads to the missile crisis of 1962
Berlin
· Already bubbling in Khrushchev’s dealings with Eisenhower
· Occurs right after Eisenhower leaves office
· Berlin- has 4 powers of occupation
· People moving to the west for hopes of better opportunities
· Khrushchev- wanted to stabilize the situation in Germany so that he could take his troops out of Germany
· He also has idea that communist could become a showcase of communism and convert western Germany to convert
· Need to become tougher with the west and close down berlin 
· Berlin could be made into a neutral city without the troops there- doesn’t particularly say what this is supposed to mean
· Says he will sign his own treaty with the Germans (bluff)
· West doesn’t do what he wants and nothing happens 
· He is also upset with the events in the west
· West Germany under transformation
· 1960’s economic miracle, Germany becomes a powerhouse in Europe
· Neighbours become resentful and suspicious of it 
· Americans sensitive to berlin- evident
· Soviet ambassador of 1959 statement (slide)
· If you live in the east you could take the subway in the west and see its goods, and then come home and make a comparison
· Germany during these years ruled by chancellor Konrad Adenauer
· Conservative figure, felt his democrat party only ones capable of keeping Germany’s place in Europe
· Only could be done if berlin was left as it was
· Willy Brandt- mayor of berlin 
· Us in awkward position- Germans want no concession with the Russians, Khrushchev wanted a deal
· Kennedy elected president
· He travels to Vienna to meet with Khrushchev- didn’t go too well
· Kennedy- must leave things way they are so they could leave the divisions in Europe the way they are. We don’t want to upset ties between each other.
· He didn’t want France, Germany, England to know he said this
· They don’t’ settle anything on Berlin
· Berlin wall made 1961
· Becomes symbol of east/west division
· Brandt gives some inspirational speech
· Says there is no chance of dealing with the communists
· What is wrong with this speech? It contradicts what Kennedy is doing as president in negotiating with the Russians
· Kennedy didn’t act as if it was impossible to deal with the Russians
· It seals the status quo of Europe and prevents people from crossing over between east and west (result of wall)
· It also preserves East Berlin’s status- it is not all those things that Khrushchev that was trying to implement. In this sense it was a release to the Americans. 
· We are still not sure of what exactly Khrushchev wanted
· British and French were mostly occupied with other issues
· Kennedy’s speech when he comes to berlin- was inspiring to the Berliners, but not really an expression of policy
· Us was probably happier with the outcome of berlin than other alternatives
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Last the Khrushchev was famous for: Cuba……….. (didn’t hear it all)
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