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1. Exam Format

LENGTH: 2 hours

PART A: Multiple-Choice. 60 questions = 60 marks
PART b: Short Essays. Answer one OUT OF THREE (1 OUT OF 3) ESSAYS   (16 marks = 16)

PART C: Long Essay. You Must Answer this question (24 marks)
TOTAL MARKS: 100
2. Marking Criteria
Part B: Short Essay Question
In order to grade the essays we work with a criteria file that includes specific information required based on lecture material and assigned readings. More generally, TAs are using the following criteria:


16/16 = A+: high quality writing; succinct and direct approach to the question; clearly identifies (without simply copying the question) which question is being answered; answers completely all components of the question; demonstrates an advanced comprehension of the readings and lecture topics; provides an argued response that goes further than discussed in tutorials/lectures.


14-15/16 = A/A+: an excellent response; should both have very few to no technical errors (spelling, general sentence structure) and no substantial errors. Mastery of course content.

13/16 = A-: clear writing; complete response; attempts analysis, comparison, or some “big picture”/critical thinking; able to repeat our discussions of the topic, but may not add anything original, analytic, or evaluative to the discussion.  Some mastery of course content.

11/16 = B: Good effort; attempts to respond to all aspects of the question (even if not always successful); does everything well, but does not demonstrate confidence or any independence in navigating through course content. 


9-10/16 = C: similar to a B, but less evidence of familiarity/confidence/ independent analysis of material; issues with clarity and writing; student provides course content, but it is only formulaic (and no attempt by the student to paraphrase and demonstrate their comprehension in their own words); student does not address all components of the question


8/16 = 50/D: more severe examples of ‘C’ category issues; demonstration of not reading the textbook and/or attending lectures; short and insubstantial responses (or long-winded and irrelevant responses).


7/16 and lower = F: Student’s writing is unclear, contains a pattern of errors, illegibility, etc.; discussion is not grounded in any material resembling lecture/course readings.
Part C: Long Essay:


Approx. 24/24 = A+: high quality writing; succinct and direct approach to the question; clearly identifies (without simply copying the question) which question is being answered; answers completely all components of the question; demonstrates an advanced comprehension of the readings and lecture topics; provides an argued response that goes further than discussed in tutorials/lectures.


Approx. 20-22/24 = A/A+: an excellent response; should both have very few to no technical errors (spelling, general sentence structure) and no substantial errors. Mastery of course content.

Approx. 19/24 = A-: clear writing; complete response; attempts analysis, comparison, or some “big picture”/critical thinking; able to repeat our discussions of the topic, but may not add anything original, analytic, or evaluative to the discussion.  Some mastery of course content.

Approx. 18/24 = B: Good effort; attempts to respond to all aspects of the question (even if not always successful); does everything well, but does not demonstrate confidence or any independence in navigating through course content. 


Approx. 16/24 = C: similar to a B, but less evidence of familiarity/confidence/ independent analysis of material; issues with clarity and writing; student provides course content, but it is only formulaic (and no attempt by the student to paraphrase and demonstrate their comprehension in their own words); student does not address all components of the question


Approx. 12/24 = 50/D-: more severe examples of ‘C’ category issues; demonstration of not reading the textbook and/or attending lectures; short and insubstantial responses (or long-winded and irrelevant responses).


Approx. 11 and lower = F: Student’s writing is unclear, contains a pattern of errors, illegibility, etc.; discussion is not grounded in any material resembling lecture/course readings.
3. areas of focus for multiple-choice; relevant textbook pages; powerpoint outlines

a. Terms for Final Exam

Judaism:

bar mitzvah



Gemarah

minyan

Seder

Septuagint

tefillin



Christianity

Eucharist

Fundamentalism
charismatic
glossolalia 




Nicene Creed
 
puritanism

transubstantiation

original sin
Islam:

Dhikr

hadith
hajj
`Id al-Fitr
ijma

Imamis
qiblah

shahadah
shaykh
shi`is

Sunnah
Sunnis

surah

Ummah


zakat



JUDAISM

HEBREW BIBLE

(pp. 82-83)
· PENTATEUCH; TANAKH (ACRONYM: T N K)

· 1. TORAH

· GENESIS; EXODUS; LEVITICUS; NUMBERS; DEUTERONOMY

· 2. PROPHETS (NEVI’IM)

· 3. WRITINGS (KETUVIM)


SACRED HISTORY

(pp. 72-82)
· CREATION STORIES

· 1. “COSMIC”: CREATION OF ORDER OUT OF CHAOS

· 2. ADAM AND EVE

· GARDEN OF EDEN (TREE OF ?)

· NOAH (COMMONALITY OF FLOOD MYTH IN MESOPOTAMIA)

· THE WORLD OF THE PATRIARCHS AND MATRIARCHS


· ABRAHAM

· COVENANT (CIRCUMCISION)

· REWARD/PUNISHMENT

· ISAAC (
HEBREW LINEAGE

· ISHMAEL ( ARABS

· JACOB (“ISRAEL”) ( ISRAELITES
· MOSES AND THE LAW




· 2 KEY EXPERIENCES

· 1. BURNING BUSH

· 2. MT. SINAI

· EXODUS

· TEN COMMANDMENTS

· ARK OF THE COVENANT

· PROMISED LAND (CANAAN)
TEMPLE JUDAISM


(pp. 83-88)
· KINGDOM OF JUDAH

· SAUL( DAVID ( SOLOMON

· DAVID: CAPITAL = JERUSALEM

· SOLOMON: FIRST TEMPLE (~950 BCE)

· NORTHERN KINGDOM (ISRAEL)

· CONQUERED BY ASSYRIANS (721 BCE)

· SOUTHERN KINGDOM (JUDAH)
· SOUTHERN KINGDOM: CONQUERED BY BABYLONIANS (TEMPLE DESTROYED IN 586 BCE)

· 50 YEAR EXILE IN BABYLONIA (586-539 BCE)

· BEGIN SUBSTITUTIONS FOR TEMPLE (WRITTEN SCRIPTURE; SYNAGOGUES)

540 BCE: RETURN TO JERUSALEM


· 2ND TEMPLE BUILT: 515 BCE
SECOND TEMPLE ERA

(pp. 90-94)
· MACCABEAN REVOLT (167 BCE)

· “HASMONEAN DYNASTY”

· SECT FORMATION:

· 1. SADDUCEES

· 2. PHARISEES

· 3. ZEALOTS

· 4. ESSENES

· ROMANS RECLAIM AREA IN 63 BCE

· 66CE: REVOLT ( TEMPLE DESTRUCTION IN 70 CE
· **Read through the key concepts on pp. 94-98

RABBINICAL JUDAISM

(pp. 98-106)
· TEMPLE-BASED RELIGION ( COMMUNITY AND TEXT-BASED RELIGION

· SURVIVAL = CODIFICATION OF SCRIPTURE (200 CE) AND INTERACTIVE NETWORK OF EXEGESIS

· SYNAGOGUE; PHARISEES ( RABBIS
REVELATION AND INTERPRETATION
· midrash = EXEGESIS

· WRITTEN TORAH / ORAL TORAH

· 200 CE: MISHNAH

· MISHNAH + GEMARA (SUPPLEMENTARY INTERPRETATION) = TALMUD

· 2 VERSIONS OF THE TALMUD

CHRISTIANITY
Text: pp. 166-168; 175-177 (“From Sect to Church” – “Paul”)
· JESUS IN THE GOSPELS

· MOSAIC: “COMPOSITE PORTRAIT” OF JESUS

· THE TWO COMMANDMENTS

· LOVE FOR GOD

· LOVE FOR ONE’S NEIGHBOUR

· SPIRITUAL VS. POLITICAL KINGDOM
· EARLY CHRISTIAN BELIEF AND HISTORY
· MISSIONARY COMPONENT

· PENTECOST

· ALL ROADS LEAD TO PAUL

· JEWISH AND GENTILE CHRISTIANITY

· CHRIST: AS REDEEMER
· THE STRUCTURE OF THE NEW TESTAMENT


· PERSPECTIVES ON THE CHRISTIAN BIBLE

· INERRANCY

· LITERALISM

· HISTORICAL-CRITICAL
Text: pp. 168-175

· GOSPELS IN FOCUS
· MARK (WINGED LION)

· SAVIOUR OF THE GENTILES

· 65-70 CE

· APOCALYPTIC URGENCY

· MATTHEW (WINGED ANGEL)

· PROMISED MESSIAH OF ISRAEL

· 75-80 CE

· SUPREME TEACHER OF TORAH

· LUKE (WINGED OX) ~85 CE

· SAVIOUR OF THE GENTILES

· CONCERN FOR POOR, WOMEN, OUTCASTS

· “LUKE-ACTS”

· CHURCH = CONTINUATION OF LIFE OF JESUS

· JOHN (EAGLE) ~90-100 CE

· JESUS AS ETERNAL DIVINE SON OF GOD

· NOT “SYNOPTIC”

· INCARNATION
· THE TWO-DOCUMENT THEORY
· Q (QUELLE = SOURCE) – see the focus box on page 171
· NEW TESTAMENT – ACTS, EPISTLES, REVELATION
· ACTS (  “Luke-Acts” (= “LUKE PART II”)

· EPISTLES (LETTERS)

· PAULINE EPISTLES (“(LETTERS)”= EARLIEST WRITINGS in New Testament

· CONCLUSION: Scholarly CONSENSUS
· 1. BIRTH ~ 4 BCE; RAISED IN NAZARETH; BROTHER JAMES PIVOTAL IN EARLY CHURC (50’S AND 60’S CE)

· 2. THE BAPTISM OF JESUS

· 3. BAPTIST MESSAGE (OVERLAPPING WITH JOHN’S?)

· 4. FOLLOWERS: FISHERMEN, WOMEN, FARMERS

· 5. PUBLIC MINISTRY (3 YEARS)
· 6. MINISTRY AROUSES SUSPICION

· 7. FULFILLMENT OF MESSIANIC PROPHECY AND CONFRONTATION AT TEMPLE

· 8. LAST SUPPER; ARREST, CHARGED WITH TREASON

· 9. CRUCIFIXION (~30-33 CE); “KING OF THE JEWS”

· EARLY FORMATION OF CHRISTIANITY 
pp.175-177
· ISRAEL ( MEDITERRANEAN ( ROMAN EMPIRE

· ESTABLISHMENT OF BISHOPS

· MAJOR BISHOPS: ROME; ANTIOCH (SYRIA); ALEXANDRIA (EGYPT)

· CENTRALIZED AUTHORITY (BISHOP OF ROME) 
· EASTERN ORTHODOX CHURCH 
pp. 178-179 (“Crystallization – Emerging Church Organization”; pp. 181-182; 188-191 (“Imperial Christianity”; :The Greek Orthodox Tradition” – up to “Constantinople and Rome”)
· (RUSSIA, BULGARIA, UKRAINE, ROMANIA, GREECE)

· CONSTANTINOPLE (CENTRE OF EASTERN EMPIRE UNTIL 1453)

· THEOLOGICAL DIVISIONS

· “filioque” – FROM THE SON

· ISSUES OF AUTHORITY

· “ORTHODOX” – PRESERVE SPIRIT OF EARLY CHRISTIANITY

· MYSTICAL EMPHASIS

· ICONS (see pp. 235-236)

· MAGISTERIAL REFORMATION 

pp. 209-212 (“The Protestant Reformation” – “The World after 1450”; “Luther”; “Sixteenth-Century Branches of Protestantism”; pp. 214-216 (“Reformed Churches”; “Anabaptists”)
· LUTHER (1483-1546)

· FREEDOM IN DEVOTION

· MEDIATION

· SOCIAL, ECONOMIC, POLITICAL CONTEXT

· “95 THESES” – 1517

· “JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH ALONE”

· PRIEST-CHURCH ( FAMILY

· RADICAL REFORMATION (ANABAPTISM)

“MUNZTER IN MUNSTER”

· THE LIMITS OF REFORM

· “REBAPTISERS”

· CATHOLICISM, THE COUNTER REFORMATION, AND REACTIONS TO MODERNITY
pp. 219-220 (“Roman Catholicism after 1500” – “The Catholic Reformation”; “The Council of Trent”)

 MONOLITHIC VIEW ( THE EXISTENCE OF DIVERSITY

· TRENT

· SIMILARITIES AND DIFFERENCES

Find 2-3 key points for any 2 particular denominational traditions from pages 213-219:
“Anglicans”
“Reformed Churches” 
“Anabaptists”

“Unitarians”
“Puritanism”

“Congregationalists”
“Baptists”

“Quakers”
“Pietism”

“Methodists”

“Revivalism”

“Holiness Churches”

You may also choose from the “New American Denominations” (pp. 243-245):

“Disciples of Christ”

“Seventh-Day Adventists”

“Jehovah’s Witnesses”

“Christian Science”

“Mormons”

“Pentecostal Churches”

ISLAM

THE PRE-ISLAMIC CONTEXT

· BROAD CONTEXT: ARABIAN PENINSULA; JUDAISM; CHRISTIANITY; ZOROASTRIANISM

· PRE-ISLAMIC PERIOD = “COUNTERPOINT”

· JAHILIYYA; ABRAHAMIC MYTH

· “REVIVIFIER” 
MUHAMMAD 

[Sacred Biography: pp. 269-274]
· c. 570-632 CE

· SACRED BIOGRAPHY (e.g., COMPILED 767 CE)

· 611 CE: BEGINS RECEIVING REVELATIONS FROM GABRIEL

· YATHRIB (MEDINA): 622 CE = HIJRAH
· D. 632 CE: RETURNS TO MECCA

· THE SEAL OF THE PROPHETS; ‘SUNNA’ 
THE FIVE PILLARS OF ISLAM 

[PRACTICE: The Five Pillars of Islam: pp. 297-302]
· ESTABLISHED BY THE 10TH CENTURY

· SHAHADAH

· SALAT

· ZAKAT

· FASTING

· HAJJ

· [JIHAD] 
THE QUR’AN 

[Muhammad and the Qur’an in Context: pp. 274-278]
· COMPLETION OF REVELATION

· WIDER SCRIPTURAL CONTEXT

· COMPILATION: UTHMAN (3RD CALIPH)

· HEAVENLY TABLETS

· INIMITABILITY 
HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT OF ISLAM 
· SUNNI – SHI’A SPLIT [differentiation: Shi`ism:  pp. 283-285]
· CALIPHS

· AUTHORITY: UMMAH; ULAMA; IMAMS

ISLAMIC LAW 

[Islamic Law: pp. 279-280]
· HADITH ( SUNNA

· SUNNA ( SHARI’A

· SOURCES:

· QUR’AN; SUNNA; CONSENSUS; ANALOGY

· QUALITIES OF ACTION

· OBLIGATORY; RECOMMENDED; PERMISSABLE; DISAPPROVED; FORBIDDEN

SUFISM 


[Sufism: pp. 285-291]
· “HEART OF ISLAM”

· FRIENDS OF GOD

· ESOTERIC INTERPRETATION OF THE QUR’AN

· EX: [2:115] To GOD belongs the east and the west; wherever you go there will be the presence of GOD. GOD is Omnipresent, Omniscient. 
· MUHAMMAD AND NIGHT JOURNEY PROTOTYPE

· FANA AND BAQA

· “I AM AL-HAQQ!”

· THE ROOTS OF THE SUFI PATH OF LOVE

· MASTER-STUDENT RELATION

· MAULAWIYA/MEVLEVI

· RUMI (1207-1273 CE)

· DHIKR
4. Key themes:

1. traditional accounts of key figures 

(e.g., moses, jesus, muhammad)
a. connect the stories by theme 

b. identity, history, context
2. Coming together – and breaking apart

a. identity formation of religious traditions

b. ritual ( connections with the past and tradition

c. factors contributing to schisms and outgrowths
3. Authority and power

a. how is power mediated? how is the divine mediated? 
b. how is ‘mysticism’ connected to ideas about experience and ideas about authority?
c. closeness, proximity, and authority
d. the relation between oral traditions and written traditions

e. the function and use of language in religion

4. Prophet, messenger, messiah, Imam. Compare and contrast with ‘priest,’ ‘rabbi,’ ‘imam,’ etc.
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