
URBS 230


class notes 


class 1

jan 10th , 2013


urbs: city in latin 


city ; an inhabited space greater than a town  or  a village ( residence and  size)


defining urban 

how do we define urban vs rural peoples:?

criteria : distribution of people , buildings 

buildings ( far , density)

inclusion of public transit  ( bicycle , bus etc...)  except : there are gray areas (rickshaws , hatchbacks )

urban infrastructure  ( roads , pub transport )

industry
primary : agriculture
secondary ; manufacturing 
tertiary : services ( hari cutting , retail ect.)
quaterniary : real estate , insurance etc



population dist : minimum size / density / concentration 

1. built enviro : ( permanent buildings  , physical infrastructure ,  diff types of land uses )


2. econommic activities ( manufacturing and service employment )

3. administrative criteria  / government functions 


data collection : tracts tend to expand as you go further from the urban core  ( stats can )

Cma : measures land coverage ..... census metropolitan area  ( density in metropolitan areas , amalgamation of pop ) minimum 100000 in a continuous built area

we often consider  the urban core as a characteristic feature 

min concentration of 1000 people in urban areas , 400 per square kilometre  ( minimum , general stats can )    urban area


january  15th , 2013

urban is subjective 
following criteria 


1. employment , occupational categories 

non agricultural %

2.land cover  ( built up ) urban or nonurban   .... remote sensing  ( counting buildings , parking lots  classifies as urban )
small area of green space  thats isolated may be classified as urban if they are surrounded by urban structures ( buildings roads , settlement )

 3. administrative 


settlement patterns over time

most settlements have been semi permanent dwellings

the density of pre industrial villages had a high density but low overall pop

urban occurs when there are more people within a high density area 




variables in urban settlement (over time ) (10000-2500 years  ago)


1. climate change  
2.began to domesticate animals  and tame local plant life for agricultural purposes
3. evidence of permanent settlement 
4.  evidence of religion ( concern with the non physical world ......  everlasting life for the spirit , searching for the meaning of life 


early cities go with agri    ( non exclusive .... in contrast to today )


pre industrial cities:

things were made by hand  ( individually )

change is slow       (low tech , low pop)

mesoamerican structures ... typically built grand buildings   for religious purposes 
symbols agreed upon ( proves settlement) 

required agri suplus 

agri surplus freed up the people 

led to an established hierarchy  .....power structure... elite were at center of city and being closely associated with religious buildings (educated , charged with writing texts ect..)

little class mobility ( born into a trade)

lower class people performed basic services to preserve the elites 








january  17th , 2012




western history 


timeline 


Roman Empire 

2500 yrs ago to 1600 yrs

roman colonisation ( across europe)

collapse

transition into the dark ages  ( re urbanisation )

less urban growth 1500-600 yrs ago 

renaissance  ( beginning of dev)


industrial revolution 


beginning of architecture ( early cities)

ex: angkor ( massive irrigations system)

agri bordered the city 

very clear break between city and agri  ( through a wall , moat )

dense population 




colonial cities

cities branched out with outposts ( radiating from colonial empire)

rome was the first colonial empire

rome reached a pop of 1 million people ( significant at that time )

rome became specialised particularly in their administrative affairs 

high density area

street blocks were laid out in a strict grid pattern / strict architectural elements ( columns)

socials class  is maintained ( often reflects values)


the dark ages 

infrastructure began to decline

fell victims to barbarian invasion and over expansion 

renaissance

discovery of art

new cities were created

new architectural styles and monument structures

humanscale ( people lived near their place of work)

less diversification of employment location ( a modern invention)

guilds controlled skilled trades ( guild apprentices working under a guild master)

guilds stifled rapid change because they protected their professional  trades   ( performed social welfare roles..... social services that are now provided by the gov)

colosseums were built

new cities were often built of the structure of previous structures 

small human scale cities 


industrial revolution 

mercantilism 

sending people out to get resources for the colonial empire 

more commercial activity 

new social organisation 

challenged rigid class structure ( people should be  able to engage in numerous activities and progress)


january 22nd ,2012

the industrial revolution 

mechanisation of work - machines doing work 

europe , england, north west manchester ( first industrial city)

industrialisation spread throughout the british empire

mining , steam engines, railroads ( centers of commerce) 


emerging beliefs 

religious movement ( protestants)

new politics ( classic liberalism : free to do what they want ..... ie social mobility  or ownership of property

development: can be a better life ,or you can make things better

pop : flat for  significant amount of time , no urban pop ..... increases in 17th century , huge climb in the 19th century  ( huge bursts in urbanisation on  short period of time 

industrial revolution and urbanisation ( on slide show)

criticism of industrial production ( repetitive , task oriented jobs , leads to the creation of less appealing products)

manchester was a key city 
industrial city 
machester ( city of synergy, innovative mileu)

centralisation of production , machinery

set of individuals banded together and tried to innovate


living conditions

lack of regulation 

people were exposed to toxic waste         



january 24th        

pre industrial city 

fortified cities

extremely low turnover rate    (built structure )


indust rev ( in the beginning )

highly condensed industry: residents came second           



january 29th


montreal ( up until 1900)
 
montreal was founded in 1642  ( trading outpost)

red rose of england , thistle of scotland , fleur de lis of the french colonies , clover for ireland ( flag at that time)

settlement by the rivers edge 

hudsons bay  company used mtl as a transport hub 

key resources from the colony were shipped out of mtl ports 

1763 1867

mtl wa a little outpost 

produced staples ( timber, fur , foodstuffs)

1763 montreal becomes part of the british empire 

french speaking pop 

1867

federation of canadian  ( confederation) 

BNA act ( sets out fed and prov gov   s.91 , s.92)

municipalities were not explicitly mentioned (created as an additional administrative branch )

small pop , small area

rapid growth 

opened border , factories set up shop in mtl ( protectionist measures protected local businesses)

montreal was as far as you could go ( south ) on the st lawrence river 

artificially created port ( lachine canal)

federal gov: Governor General
provincial : lieutenant governor 

incorporporation: municipalities are created  ( defined territory , elected council headed by a mayor,)

munncipalitoies have incorporating statutes ( regulate what can be done)

provinces cannot allocate powers which are above he incorporating statutes

fed gov regulates immigration ,  national highways , postal services , monetary policy or money supply ,trade and tariffs , control schools ( except in quebec ) , federal parks , air ports and key transpoet hubs ex: via rale lines)

muniiciple gov : zoning , roads, building  permits , planning and zoning , municipal police force , RCMP occasionally acts as police force , municipal corps 

local govs data on permits can show us what was build over time

provinces: contro over munipaotoes , provincial police ( opp and surete de QC) , schools ( quebec) , taxes ( prov tax)



januray 31st


chicago 

mid west

3rd most populous city in US

cronin  1892

·  center of agricultural  exchange

·  emphasis on water transport  

· chicago is at the divide between the west and east .... west was relatively undivided

· western settlement was made possible by rail 

· chicagos growth has ties to the agri hinterland and trains

·  rails and water , infrastructure 

· booster: (influential people)people or groups , civil societies , that in particular cities or regions are concerned with boosting or talking up this  city , attracting capital investment.

·  first nature ( natural features ) .... second nature ( artificial transport technology  like railway or steamship)

· 2nd nature , reduced transport times .... Avoided horse and buggy( expensive , slow , damage of crops)  

· No economies of scale for horse and buggy ( more shipments = higher labour cost)

· Rail was an economy of scale ( only had to build the trains / rails once ) .... Maximize profits on large scale

· railroads: freight and passenger fares  used for profit 

· increased speed : ie New York to chicago .....3 weeks  to 2 days

· p.70 ..... lake , harbour , riven made chicago the most important city in illinois , never most important on the continent...... last quarter of the 19th century see the waterways become marginal 
· time accelerated and became more valuable ( farmers switched to trains .. better profit)

· 1852 twice as much wheat came through the railroad then came through farmers wagons

· moved timekeeping into mechanical clock ( time on the wll , watch ..... used GMT ( railroads)

· 1883   set new times all across the country

· 1893 ... railroads split the country into time zones  ( redefined the hours of the day)

·  broke the relationship between biological trans and movement 

· railroads required capital.... the corps that owned them owned everything ( rail , rail car etc...)

·  new class of engineers / accountant ( ed to a hierarchical division of labour that changed the economy)
· p.81 railroad became new chief device for capitalist  logic ... investement of capital to make more capital 
· metropolitan capital

· all railroads converged on one area

·  first railway between manchester and liverpool 




February  5th

Suburb  paces that are within commuting distance of the city 

ex : laval is a sperate city but we dont refere to it as such .... we always analyyse it in rellation to its connection with montreal ( job center)

from the end of the Roman Empire in europe there were dominated by exchange ( mercantile exchange )

mercantilism: commercial areas ..... commerce being carried out by merchants within  their homes 

lended itself to communication between buisnessmen ( reaerch on the market)

central districts were mixed use areas .... crowded, intensively used 

london became the most populous city ( first city to reach one million)

poverty asscoiated with desease 

migrants moved in  ( brought in poverty )

wealthy sought to escape the city centre and create areas outside the city ( bourgois migration)

suburbia was a creation of the cities bourgois


suburb movement poeple 


ebenezar howard ( garnden city )

radiant city 

le corbusier ( tower in the park )
cities in green space .... tansport ooriented dev ... street hierarchy 


frank loyd right  : archiect



move tooward nuclear family 

·  move to sub urb
· privacy 
· new social roles ( ie : mother takes care of the home )
· suburbia was initially more homogenous
· a bourgeois utopia

city center in 19th century 

·  centers of diease
· no one new were contamination  came from 
· deconngestion was a solution 
· did not address bacteria that was beinng trasported through the water supply

more points in mumford

· p. 482 in mumford .... " country life best " .... early indust city ( low life expectancy)
· sd long as the city remained relatively compact it was possible to keep th balance between urban and rural occupations
· people were pulled out to the suburbs by romantic ideals and pollution inn the industrial town
· detailed evidence of cottages and villages with gardens popping upp outside the city
· p.486 a more self centered life .... live like a monk , like a prince  ( only for the rich)
· suburbia offered a number of advantages  but it didn't last because the growing pop out there outweighed  the benefits 
· p.487 cornolohy
· p. 488 demand to get away from the city became obvious


Feb 7th

1.fordist production

Expedient production 

Paid higher wages ( wanted his employees yo be able to to afford his cars 

Assembly line production 

Keynesian economics 

· Pronounced cycle of recession

*chart

Economic expansion / contraction
Increasing period of expansion  starting in the thirties

Boom and bust cycle

Peaks and valleys even themselves out

Shorter recessions over time

Solid gerowth starting in the thirties 

Reasoning 
 
Gives realized that the cause was the inordinate amount of  control that private entities had on the economy as a whole 

Capitalism was the crux of the recessionary Cycle 

Keynesian economics

· Using monetary policy to inject money into the economy  ( stimulant in times of recession)

· World Bank: Provides conditional loans, Promotes developments and developing or struggling economies. Loans are given on condition that the country in question uses the loan in a specific way.
· IMF: Stabilize economic crisis, Creightonwood institution

Great depression

· Stimulated the need for government control
· Government policies Would be based on Keynesian  policies

Incomplete notes....

february 12th ,2013

megalopolis 
60-70's
·  article : associating megalopolis  with the triumph of man 


what is megalopolis 

· along the eastern  seaboard

· a series of metropolitan areas that fused together

·  chicago , New York , philly ,  boston , DC , baltimore 

· poly nuclear structure

· example of metropolitan structure 

· sprawl centered at these major hubs ( people were moving their residences outside the city )

· thus the density would drop in the old city boundaries

·  so we have to extend city boundaries to include residents who commute 

· 1910 , stats bureau came  up with the concept of the metropolitan district to deal with the new relity

· 3 new defs  of the area:   urbanised areas , the standard metropolitan area, metropolitan state economic areas 

·  standard metropolitan area ( from book ) : "based on the decentralisation of certai urban functions . residences , manufacturing  , and recreational facilites, for example , may be scattered around an old urban cre in suburbs that many eventually cover an entire country or even a group of countries
· ex: coexistance of all these facilities on an unequalled scale within the relatively small territory of New York City, and especially of its buisness districts]

· megalopolis is characterised  by concentration of a great variety v manifold concentration and by polynuclear structure

· commercial and indust pop  prozed the specialisation of jobs ( divsion of labor .....ie specialised , variey in every industry  

· where people cogregate forshadows the stress on transport ( how far out of the urban center )

·  urban v. rurual ( rural : agri , forestry ......   urban : cityy labour )

· the distinnction of urban and rural useed be cemented  but havee now found new meaning 

· people in  megalopolis broke the mold ( need for inntermediiary categories)

· growth began to occur outside the city 

economy

·     resources  were abundant outside of the region 
· therefore megalopolis growth was not resource based
· attributes it to economic activity ( potential for interaction , opportunity)
· national and international economy  ( p.  48)
· labour activity was focused i white collar and advanced manufacturing 
· p.53 if serving in the widest sense of the term ....... ( placed were thing are consumed and exchanged attract more people)


cover reading assigned up until  the 14th ( up until jane jacobs )

feb 14th , 2013

more on megalopolis 

gottman ( met New York )

 robert moses ( read meat ax)


settlement of New York 

· started out as a dutch settlement
· switched from dutch colonial to english colonia 
· the revolution broke colonial ties
· settlement started at the tip of the island ( very small scale)
· old New York had alot of sloping landscape 
· disorder at the center of the city ( 18 hundred)

master plan of 1811 ( ordering the city ) ( fixing the five points)

visual difference ( first settlement = no right angles ..... new met areas = tight grid)

modernist city planning ( 1920-60's)

·  le corbusier 
· frank clysde wright

· surrounding buildings with open space 
·  put in set backs on buildings
· emphasis on visionary architect planner which could see the city from above 
· top down solution 
· built with a consideration for overcrowding 
· brasilia ( example of a modernist city built with  a preconceived organisation)
· New Delhi ( planned capital)
· ideal condition ( blank slate , allows you to impose your own ideal city layout)
· creation of public buildings
· modernists were radicals in the sense that they wanted a break with the past
· mses felt that high density in poor areas was a problem ... wanted to destroy tenement and build auto routes through the city ... would make it easier to  travel from the sub urbs to the city .. allow the poor to benefit from suburban life
· super blocks : large city blocks, new scale ........ smaller blocks were merged and bigger buildings were built ( hierarchy of street , in 240 notes)



tuesday feb 26th

movie
 
· after Second World War: climate of competition  iin the job market ( pulling away due to  the sub urbs , south , off shore)

·    gravity moved away from New York

·  new economy linked to the highway 

·    new city formulation bult across instead of upwards ( required more space than New York had to offer)

·  moses: saw the city as a mural ...... wanted to built through and a round it 

·      controlled construction conglomerates ( could essentially begain his own contracts)

·    formed a slumb clerance comitee 

·   interested in housing wealthy and middle class people ..... poor people are pushed to the side

·  new devs had little to no relation to the public .... superblocks , divided streets,  seperated buildinsg , lecobusiers towers in the park 
· moses created anti cities 

· title one land  ( demolition of inner city )

· title two land ( government would give loans to sub urb dev groups , the gov would cover all defaulters)

· title two pushes people toward affordable housing in the sub urbs 

·  filmore bridge : concrete trench .... carved a path of distruction .... built through east tremont ... predomenantlly jewish , irish , german ..... tore  commmunity out ( tore the heart out)...

·  held12 jobs at once ... had contracts for everything 

· built hudson bridge

· decline id tax payer in 50's 60's didnt help

·  manfacturing and shipping moves to New Jersey 


march 7th

describing inner city 

·  inner city refers to the central area ( business district, service sector ( financial , law and gov)) as well as the residences which immediately surround it 

· gentrification : redevelopment of inner city areas ( neighborhood change , rich people moving in )

·  as buisness districts grow,  traditionaly lower end neighborhood are looking to move in ( ititiating gentrififcation)

·  "return to the city" last 30 years

·  property values spike 

· suburbansiation and the closure of old industries inthe zone in transition around  owntown were part of a restructuring process of teh central city economy 

· grwoth of servicee sector and the CBD as location of corporate head offices and producer services , and groeing public sector including healthcare


50 60 70 declining cities
· pop losss 
· decreasing socio economic staus 
· increasing prop of non  family units and elderly , worseninng phys conditions
· loss of economic production

monreal 

·  center of mtl ..... increas income
· surroundinng inner city ( gentrified ) ..... lower income individuals 
· high income retained their status  ( upper inocme , upper middle income)

revitalising inner city districts

· p.190-193 jane jacobs did not adress gentrification 

· made the case for saving old neighborhoods

· pioneers move into  old neighborhoods ( proximity , revitlaisation ...... students and artists move in .... fix up the neighborhood ... attract buisnesses ec: grocers... other buisnesses looking o satisfy their needs)

· yound proffesionals , conservatiive proffesionals also move in ...... lastly selebrities and retiri ng baby boomers 

gentrification in general : social and spacial manifestation of the transition from an industrial to a post industrial economy based on financial , buisness ad creative services

preferences for industry location drives it

critic of gentrifiction : it often steriised the area ( all creative incluence is chased out by higher class residents )

Massive redev: everything ripped out ( taking large parcels of land and building over it)
Gentrification is a gradual process in comparison 

March 12th, 2013


Edge cities and sprawl 

Urban dev :

· Form: physical attributes 

· Social geography 


Processes

· Market processes ( building , regulating buildings and permits , business )

     1.Migration

     2.Reproduction

3.In situ organization  ( absorption , cities grows out and obsorbes agri areas ( farmers move to the favorites initially )

 Trend of deruralosation over time 

· Shifting going on in local economies ( growth is spread throughout the cma, not representative of all areas )
· ie: mtl losing pop to the suburbs ( central migration )

· Montreal pop being held a float by migration ( interprovincial and outside the country )

3 coterie for urban core

1. age of housing 

2.How they got to work

3. Share of non single detached housing 


Inner city ( ley and frost 

Shits going on within cities 
 Outcomes for inner cities
· Decline 
· Stability 
· Gentrification 
· Revitalization
· Massive redev ( lands that used to be former indust land , using old an developming new buildings that maintain a certain level of old look)

Down town v. up town  

Going down to Toronto ( Toronto is actually higher than mtl)

Inner city is sometimes called downtown (CBd)

Place of work 

1. Primary  dt:place with tallest buildings , often grid patter,)
2.secondary downtown ( spill over , basically d town )
3.edge city( significant concentration of activity ( automobile oriented ,high speed , 5 millions square feet of office space , manor interchanges , min retail , perceived as a place  , recent urbanization 
4. Edge less city: single Dow town area ( one business district )

March 14th, 2013

Downtown 

Maximize land value ( high buildings in high priced areas ,)

Put a price on central districts in downtown 

Close to the point of exchange , prestige ( stock exchange )

Ex:Prestige ( high priced condos citiuated in the golden  mile)

Regulations inform eland and taxation .... Exchanges between gov and developers


   Edge cities     

Building aren't built as high ... Horizontal construct as opposed to vertical

Land  values are lower ( lower density , distance from dt)

descriptive : there is a lot of parking

Normative : there is not enough parking down town 

Their should or could beige parking ( future oriented )

Explanatory : theory ( why or how)
There is less parking down town because land is more expensive .

Edge nodes :  office employment , isolated building , unique  cluster ( look in book)

Sub cities

Why edge cities take away from major cities 
 
look at inner city article p. 206

Increasing transport infrastructure has allowed people to set up shop at farther distances ( cheaper and well connected)

Deals with freeways pub trans

Freeway density depicts the urban scenario 

Could higher quality public trans effect road infrastructure ( people moving in and out )


march 19th

 the political economy of growth 
place based elites   

· pro growth coalition ( groups of officials who have a common interest in certain industries … real estate , local media , sports teams 

· these institutions all benefit if their are more people within the city 

· all actors ties to the cities 

· “boosters” …. lobbying for special additions

· looking for big projects ( olympics in mtl , other special events  ,  often run by special organisations

movie on urban dev in vancouver 

· 150 million dollar development project

· competition for woodwards

· social housing was desperately needed in the area (  developers were considering other options )
· area full of low income single males

· city needed a new crowd 

· city buys the woodswards building from province …..   olympics comitee  agrees to aid in providing social housing

· developers felt that social housing wouldent provide the amount of “customers” that it would take to revitalise the community (  stores etc...)

· woodards bankruptcy  ruined neighborhood land values …. poor moved in .. drugs

· new dev wanted a hybridized  approach

· competition for development plan 

· Larry beasley , planner on the city side

· Public officials : convince developers to include social housing 
· Deciding outcome / location : elected politician in city council chamber ... Vote decided who won ... Went through recommendations 
· Simon Fraser / condos built in
· The project was to redevelop and gain money and non market benefits ( social housing )
· It's success should be measured over a long terms ( symbolic )
· Boosters and other economic players see monetary gain ... Average citizen sees the city in the context of how useable it is
· Protesters and activists influenced it through pressure ( pressure Olympic computer

March 26th

Defining rent in economic terms
Less rent = less profit ..... How can you increase rent 

Income from hiring out land or other goods

Market power:  the difference between what a factor of  production ha our and how much it would need to be paid in its current use

Could you artificially increase demand ? .... Close down apps..... Natural increase through pop growth

Rent seeking : process through which people seek to drive up the potential for profit  .... Viewed as anti fri economy ( no improvement to product ).... Colluding forces are seen as rent seekers  ( OPEC gas cartel)

Rentiers: rent seekers

City as a growth machine points 

Growth coalition 
· Locally based elite act as rent seekers

· Politician come to the defense of favorable project despite the negative affects on the public

Los Angeles article 

· Had no centrality within a larger region , no harbor , no transport center , to water supply 

· Why did it go up ? ... People attract people 

· Rapid growth , suburban urban area , pop is spread out , many edge cities 

· Not many people living in town ... Urban structure based in competing edge cities 

· Many chritisism of loss Angeles .... New city now history ... So much new urban infrastructure that it cloud the old .... So car reliant that it is bad for the enviro 


Info from reading 

· LA new infrastructure look like a fortress

· Building designed by frank Geary .. Also built the Guggenheim in Bilbao ( changed the character in the neighborhood and brought attention)

· Bilbao effect 

· Mike Davis criticizes Geary's la library due to is overly secure and restrictive design ( cold face , little public interaction)

· Calls the library as the siege look

· Police built into the city

· Militarism if daily life 

· Post liberal   La: (author of article ):social stand point ... Classes if society being excluded 
classic lib: laissez faire
Neo liberalism :  deregulation 

· Critiques privately owned public space .... Regulates the times and who can remain in the area (restriction

· Pseudo public spaces 

· Architects are chritisism for building designed which are inherently class exclusionary 

· End of olmstedian view ... Parks were no longer a truly public spacec... A release valve for social mixing  , promoter for pub space  

· Post liberal  .... Moved into neo liberal interpretation ( protection of private property)
· Davis chritisisises reform lib 
· Urban restructuring : destruction of public space ( privatization , colonization of private capital in central Los Angeles)

· Bunker hill :buildings connected by desperate walkways ... Vagrants and poor people are observed or kicked out by security 

· Pseudo public space ... Playing on the theme of public areas ... Public theme parks ( loft )

· Private companies .. Restrictive open hrs ... Private cops

· New shopping centers which are private but mimic livable public space

· Globalization ( in ppt)


April 2nd, 2013

Cities in the developing world 

*remember graph ( one with varying griwth lines depicting urban growth in developing and rich established cities )

3 mechanisms by which the urban pop expands

· People moving from rural to urban 

· Birth rate is high

· Incorporation.... Once rural land is being overtaken by a wave of urbanization on the fringe 

Defining 

· Development : urbanization , urban change 
buildings , built enviro and process of creation
Development industry( real estate )

· Development ( reading ) : a better life for everyone 
contentious word
To some ... Economic growth ( growth happens everywhere , how is growth affecting all classes of society and not just the upper class ?)

Founding belief in modernity( modern times ) ... Belief in modern innovation 

First three pages in heartsick reading are important *

Some cities have lower income averages but high equality .... Some larger economies have gross wage inequalities 

21st century urbanization in the developing world 

· developing world and developed world 

· In 100 will developing countries look like the wealthy countries of today ?

· May be different ( no one way)

· More larger cities now ... Not the same cities continuously growing as before
· In a period of neo liberalization ... Many dev countries don't provide the same universal social services , increases inequality 

UNDP ( un nat dev progr)
· Large prop of pop in slums



April 4th

Cities in the developing world

Look at ppt. For other important info

Income table by hartwick* 

Correlation between urbanization and income .... More urban =wealth

If you for e people into a city without basic resources or a stable economy will people thrive ? May lead to shanty towns and squatting 

Urbanization is not always the answer

Movie notes:





 








