Ap sosc 2110- Crisis in health and society
Thursday, January 31st 
Lecture: Health Activism – Patient Rights Movements
[bookmark: _GoBack]Matuschka, “Beauty of damage”- In the book the author refers to the how patients were no longer going to hide their breast cancer anymore. They were beginning to empower themselves in this new age, rather than put themselves down for a disease that was out of their control.
They used certain sports for visibility as in too show the public awareness of breast cancer, as well as empower their fellow breast cancer patients.
Patients were expected to act a certain way and in a sense had scripted roles. They were expected to be:
· Angry
· Aggressive
· Dead (if they didn’t survive)
Patients-as deemed by society- were not supposed to be:
· Happy
· Alive
· Attractive (Because they had an illness patients were expected to look un-lively, and dead amongst the healthy population)
Run for the care- Toronto 2004
· An informal alliance of cancer charities and large corporations, state, and media.
· Was started in 1992, and the members were astounded at how successful it was
· In 2008 55 communities brought in 175,000$ (dollars)
Bmw- the car company began selling selective items linked with awareness about breast cancer such as bumper car stickers and introducing plans such as for every kilometer driven by a special “breast cancer awareness” car, a dollar would be donated to the charity. But this was fairly Ironic, because cars and pollution are connected to cancer, and seem to be one of its major triggering factors. So in a sense BMW  had a selfish motive to bump their sales using breast cancer to reel costumers in, while this aided breast cancer patients in no way.

Look good, feel better campaign
-This campaign offered free makeup, wigs, and makeovers to women for a chance to re-do themselves and break out of their scripted roles as a breast cancer patient
-This was directed mostly at the patients who did not feel good about themselves
- They wanted women to break out of the “Appropriate” female behaviour towards illness

Treatment- Alternatives
Dr. Susan love- was an alternative medic who was critical of chemotherapy, sought to find other ways to cure cancer.
            Redefining disability 
-Many activists worked hard to discard the medical model	
-Disability was looked at as an important problem
-Those that had a disability were thought to of as those didn’t share.

A disability is an interaction between an individual’s condition and the environment surrounding them. A disability is often looked at as an anatomical impairment and a consequence.



Argument from disability scholars- 
Our world is structured around the thought that we are all physically and socially capable. There is little regard for those with disabilities.

Independent living vs. Institution living
-activists fought for the right for the disabled to live independently, as for the most part a lot of them could take care of themselves and didn’t need a  helper as society deemed.
-They wanted to be engaged with the broader civic society and not isolated away in an institution.
-Authorities were very apprehensive about the disabled living alone.

Mainstream cultural attitudes
-argue that the disabled category is tricky because it is a nebulous shifting line between normal and disabled. Most able bodied people feel sympathy for the disabled and not empathy, usually unwilling to put themselves in that position.

Terry fox- Radical healthy activist
-Never hid his prosthetic leg (in fact all the photos snapped of him included it)
- He won against his cancer
- protested against the stigma of disability
-never presented himself as a sick person, “just a guy” or an athlete was how he always presented himself. He redefined the biomedical definitions of sickness and inspired millions as a hero.
-Refuted the cancer role by being so active
-His story underscores many patient narratives

Movie watched in class: Film: Shameless: The Art of Disability.
