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OCT 17TH
Recap
-       How we frame an issues is structurally and historically conditioned
-       Many countries have not been able to break out of structural constraints imposed on them
-       Importance of understanding history: looking at modernization, dependency theory
-       Amartya Sen- rethink development as more than just economic growth, focus on individual freedoms
-       Civil society organization
-       Philanthropic organization- trying to play the part of a development actor, changing the landscape of development
 
Key issues:
Health and development
Agenda
-       How health can be better understood from the perspective of capability?
-       Our understanding today is colored by our understanding of the past
-       Relationship between development and health?
-       Health is a messy concept!
-       What is health? Student definitions: Physical and mental well being, lack of disease, holistic well-being: Common conceptions
-       Definition of health as lack of disease is parallel to the definition of poverty as lack of wealth fallacies. These definitions have policy implications
-       How the definition of health has changed over time?
-       What are the social determinants of health? We think of things as separate.
-       Drug targets specific condition, provides solution to problem although a condition can be a result of a complex set of factors
-       Looking at the social context, the political and economic environment and their role in the population’s health and individuals
 
Health is not simply a medical but also a social and human rights issue
-       Corporations are playing a part as development actors
-       Coca cola as a global brand that has an ability to reach almost every  part of the world.
-       The Global Fund- public private partnerships (many organizations participate in it): contribute a lot of money towards finding cures for wide spread diseases in Africa
-       Enlisting Coca Cola because it has access to almost every part of the world. They have the networks, people, computer networks, good inventory tracking systems.
What are the positive/negative things about the Global Funds collaboration with Coke? Coke distributing medicine when distributing their product
-       Coke goes only to places where they can sell their products
-       Box of medicine, needles – how does it get to the people if there is no medical personnel? Assumption that getting the medicine there will fix the problem, but what about the infrastructure of administering the medicine
-       Technical solution: trying to solve a wrong problem
-       Coke has been taking over so many local companies in East Africa. It is able to come in and use the local water supply when people have to pay more for the water because it is privatized.
-       White/Green washing exercises to make Coke look good as a corporation!
-       Coke contributes to a lot of diseases due to the sugary nature of its products
Subtle ways though which health and development are being debated
-       Difficult to dissect
-       People in rich countries live dramatically longer, healthier lives than people in poorer countries. Is this true? The World Bank would say it is. Generally true, although you can live longer, but not be healthier. This is a broad generalization. In countries like Nepal people have really long life-spans.
-       If the sentence is true, then wealth generation will be key to health as is the eradication of disease
-       Policies that promote wealth creation will lead to healthy and happy populations: What about the inequality?
-       In the US, medicine is not socialized. If you are not insured, you have to pay out of your own pocket. In contrast, Canada, there is a one payer, distributive system. They system in Canada is not perfect, but it is much different from the one in the US.
-       Cost of health care in the US has led to the development of a huge insurance industry. The US has one of the highest expenditures for health.
-       Obama wants to make more of a socialized system
-       The US is very polarized in terms of the health care
-       Mitt Romney believes that generating wealth is the solution to all problems, although his belief doesn’t have empirical evidence.
-       Free market- right price will somehow be generated by the invisible hand of the free market.
How World Health Organization defines health?
-       What kind of an organization is it? It is a multilateral organization formed in 1946
-       Some of the key issues following WWII were food security, infectious diseases
-       WHO was meant to coordinate efforts to deal with disasters, crises, setting guidelines and providing local solutions
-       “Health is a state of complete physical mental and social well being and not merely the absence of disease or infirmity” (WHO) This understanding has not been as publicized and popularized. Idealized definition? It is not easily operationalized 
-       Operationalizing the definition of health has always been the key, which is part of why the WHO definition of health has been out of the public eye for such a long time
-       WHO has lost its leadership role. Organizations such as the Gates Foundation have a lot more funds. WHO’s ability to drive agendas has diminished. Did it become too big as an organization? Too many layers making it difficult to make decisions, while other private organizations are more efficient and able to respond to problems more quickly.
-       WHO- counting bodies, reduction, paradigm about reducing deaths as a measurement of global health. This approach is measurable.
-       Measurement tends to narrow the way we look at problems. If it is based on visible evidence, then it is better, but how do you account for all other factors such as social support networks, social environments, early child development, gender?
-       Gender is not about biological difference, but about differently prescribed social roles. There are many social systems where men have more access and power than women. Even ability to swim is result of certain gender standards that exist within particular communities.
· Tsunami in 2004 : more women than men killed. Explanation? Women may have tried to save their children. Some of the deaths may have occurred from injuries, because men may have gotten treatment first.
· Study found that most women there can’t or don’t swim, because of tradition, and attire. 
 
-          Social support networks are also important for health -> supportive peers can help with mental health. When people are isolated they are more prone to illnesses. 
-       One of the things that improved human health following the Industrial revolution was not medicine, but understanding how diseases spread and what measures to take to prevent spread, through introducing for instance clean water infrastructure, through educating the population
*** Lessons learned by developed countries throughout their histories are not applied in development thinking today
-       Civil Rights War in the US – divide between the North and the South. Key issue: can you own another person?
-       Well-being, happiness, liberty on the back burner in comparison to profits in the US.
-       What about Latin America? They don’t follow the pattern of the US.
-       US tried to destabilize Latin America through sending development aid as a tool for instituting economic dominance.
-       Keeping countries in the South in poor economic conditions: dependency theory
-       Countries in Latin America tried to push back
-       1990s- large regional and international movements- World Social Forum
-       2001- demonstration against the World Trade Organization
-       Today: Occupy Wall Street
-       Rise of movements trying to counter corporate power
1850’s England and today
-       Burning coal, houses, the sky black very unhealthy
-       Child labor was very common in the industrial age
-       Miserable period- the industrialization
-       In the city when people come to work in the factories they lived in appalling conditions
-       Charles Dickens
-       Steven Johnson- The Ghost Map; reducing number of deaths through identifying the cause for cholera in dirty water
-       It is government responsibility to provide clean water, public policy implemented to ensure access to clean water improved health in the Industrialization period
-       A lot of developing countries are missing the same type of infrastructure that England didn’t have during the period of the Industrialization (which led to health problems).
-       *(EDIT)* Conclusion: Deaths are the measurement used to see how successful projects in health tend to be. This is an example showing that most projects (which aim to reduce death through cures) aren't necessarily the most effective since prevention through informing (thus educating) the public is also a successful  and important aspect to improving public health.
“Medicine is a social science, and politics nothing but medicine on a grand scale”- Rudolph Ludwig Karl Virchow
-       In order to understand medicine, you have to understand what affects health!!!
-       How do you make sure that you are providing for the people as a politician?
-       Such ideas tend to be ignored
-       People in South America picked up on these ideas (Salvador Allende)
-       Just because Coke can distribute medicine, doesn’t mean that this action can address the inequality that is contributing and causing health issues
-       Inaccurate representations of socialist ideas, nothing to do with dictatorships or lack of choices, but just shifting the focus of what we consider to be public goods.
 
 
How modernization and dependency theories play out in terms of Health and Development?
-       Modernization- diseases block development, you have to eliminate them; let’s provide health care to the workers so that they can go back to work, disease is counterproductive to economic growth
-       Dependency theory- it is not getting rid of diseases, you need to reduce social inequality, then you can address the health problems that people face. If you have freedom, then that freedom will block diseases (capabilities approach of Amratya Sen)
-       Imperial medicine- how early foundations set up health institutions on plantations in order to make workers more productive: Diseases block development approach
-       Medical policies that were created in the service of economic power
-       Eradication of Malaria through Science and Technology- modernization approach
-       DDT was used to prevent malaria although it had horrendous medical consequences
-       Despite all the technical solutions-malaria is still present on a large scale
-       The Malaria epidemic is like loading up seven boeing 747 airliners each day, then deliberately crashing them into mount Kilimanjaro (Wen Kilama, Chercheur tanzanien sur la Malaria)
-       The more you get rid of the forest, the more you are likely to create breeding grounds for mosquitos through giving them access to stale water.
Development block Disease
***Health is not a medical issue alone, but a social justice and human rights issue and we need to look at the social context within which disease exists and look for solutions in a contextual manner!!!

Oct 24
Prof. Judith Tiechman - Poverty and Inequality: A political Perspective
-       poverty and inequality are linked to international and domestic power inequalities
-       Alteration in existing power realities is a necessary, but not sufficient condition for improved social welfare over the long term.
What is needed in addition to altering existing power realities?
-       Employment-generating industrial policy
-       Appropriate social policies (they have to have a distributive impact)
-       In many countries of the Global south, the wealth goes to the limited section of the people.
-       No policies that only address the very poor, but not the relatively poor people.
Why we need economic growth and appropriate social policy?
-     Economic Reason:       
Employment generating policies leads to the ability of people to pay taxes, which can later be used to provide social services
 
-       What are the political reasons for economic growth and redistributive policies working together? 
1)   Avoiding a political backlash- if you want to have a social welfare infrastructure that will lead to redistribution, you can’t just have middle and upper class people pay taxes because it will probably upset this section of the population. (Eg. Latin America: economic growth ->poors became better off -> middle & upper class lose $$$ -> get angry and call in military)
-       There are examples where redistributive policies didn’t require economic growth (Kerala); the land-owners weren’t happy, but they could move to other states of India.

2) Avoid political unrest stemming from lack of opportunity. If people get education and then have no access to jobs, political problems will arise because people will be dissatisfied. It doesn’t follow that because you can improve your educational system, that you will increase access to jobs.
 
-       Power inequalities at the international level – between industrialized nations and countries from the south.
-       Who supports the industrialized countries? There are very important interests especially multinational corporations. However, national companies in China are becoming more important on the global stage.
When the debt crisis hit in the 1980, developing countries adopted structural adjustment and neoliberal reform: privatization of public companies (involved firing many people and flexibilazing the labor system), stabilization (drastic cut backs in social expenditures in education, health), open up trade regimes.  Hegemonic vision of what was appropriate economic policies. There were no social concerns, they just wanted countries from the South to pay back their debts to the big banks in the North.
World Trade Regime- if you belong to the World trade organization, the latitude that you have in terms of the employment generating economic growth is enormously restricted. There are a lot of things you can’t do. You can’t prevent goods from entering your country, you can’t have preferential directed loans to sectors you want to stimulate, you can’t copy technology from wealthy countries and you can’t have subsidies. There is some leeway for the least developed countries, but very restricted. This system increases power inequalities between less and more developed countries and needs to addressed.
What are the sources of domestic poverty and inequalities? (Power inequalities within countries that contribute to poverty)
-       Legacy of entrenched social compartmentalization
-       Latin America was conquered by Spain, Portugal. Distinct social categories were established. At the bottom of the pyramid, there was an indigenous populations, above it was a mixed blood population and at the top of the socio-economic pyramid were the descendents of the Spanish/ Portugese conquerors. This is an oversimplification because there are different numbers of people in the different levels of the pyramid, but there is a stratification based on class and race. It is very difficult to go up the pyramid, but not impossible
-       The people at the top of the pyramid have historically and continue to have most of the power: they own the land, the mines and have the highest income. They also control the state. If we go back to Latin American history, it is littered by oligarchic rule, through which the few controlled the state. They were able to structure profound inequalities in society.
-       One of the sources of poverty and inequality is that historically and currently there hasn’t been sufficient public spending in rural areas. Most of the emphasis has been on secondary and tertiary education, and not on primary education. The poor that do not have access to education are not able to achieve upward social mobility.
-       Groups are compartmentalized and individuals in these categories lack knowledge of individuals in the other categories.
-       Political elites make policies for people in rural areas although they might not have even been in a rural or a shanty area.
Problem of state weakness
-       It is important to have an activist state (state intervention). However, we need to ask how able the state is to reduce poverty and inequalities.
-       Property interests have direct access to the state. In the propertied elite: Reducing poverty is probably not the most important thing on their minds.
-       Mexican Bank rescue operation- government bailed out the bankers who were close to the then president. The amount of liabilities that accrued as a result of this equaled 19 percent of the domestic product. These funds were not available for poverty reduction, but went on to private accounts, probably offshore.
-       Debt crisis of 1980’s increased the power of the elites. When government privatized companies, the owners were usually their close friends in the private sector.
 
Challenges: Legacy of unequal social provisioning
-       Global South Countries- a small proportion of the people have access to social security. One has to have a formal job in order to get access to these privileges. Over history, government put a lot of money in social provisioning because they wanted the support of the middle classes and upper classes. This skewed public spending and now it goes to social security funds, which usually go to middle class people.
-       Conditional Cash Transfer Programs- these arose because countries of the Global South wanted to keep their spending in check and they needed social provisioning that was cheap. Business didn’t want to spend on social security. The middle classes didn’t want to give up their privileges coming from social security. Now, there are small amounts of cash given to poor people on the condition that they send their kids to school for instance. 





















Conditional Cast Transfer programs are a very small part of spending and are not a panacea, but they do have some positive effects.
-       Trade Unions are now very week and are busy in looking after the interests of their members.
 
 
 
What do countries do to meet the challenges of poverty and Inequality?
 
-       This isn’t just a situation of empowerment. We need to think about it in terms of disempowerment as well. Power flows and can change hands. This is very tricky because who wants to lose power.
[bookmark: _GoBack]-       If one starts to talk about redistributive policies, propertied interests can start working against you. That’s why you need economic growth.
-       Hugo Chavez School of Reform- angry the people so they will go against the upper classes or Be careful with the rhetoric (don’t be really noisy about the changes you want to make; there needs to be a rhetoric aroung redistribution that doesn’t frighten people)
-     Where does electoral democracy come in?
-       The election of left-center leaders has led so some benefits in Latin America
-       Electoral democracy can’t do it all. Economic industrieal policies are not the rallying point in elections, while issues about health and education spending are.
-       Key to economic growth- support of small and medium enterprises? This might not be the key step because they not so important on the political sphere.
-       Civil Society organizations are often not concerned with poverty and inequality, but those that are concerned with it are good at it but are not concerned in employment generation. They don’t get into issues of industrial policy.
-       It is important to build alliances with powerful groups, although it is not easy. Case of South Korea – it has always had low levels of poverty and inequality. It did this largely through a pro-poor industrial policy that generated a lot of jobs that became better paid with time. When South Korea began to democratize, civil society organization led by the middle classes and the unions who came together and lobbied very heavily for the expansion of the social welfare regime and for redistributive systems (pension systems, health care). This was achieved when there was a social consensus about the importance of redistribution. However, South Korea didn’t have the same type of social compartmentalization that other countries have (it was colonized by the Japanese for only a brief period, it was a more homogenous society)
 
 




Key points:
1)   Centrality of politics
2)   There is no quick fix- problems are products of long historical processes and they will not be easily rectified in a short period of time. The roots are very profound and institutional manipulation will not be enough.
3)   Crucial importance of strategizing to overcome what is require in the political sphere

_________________________________________________________________________________________
 
Prof. Albert Berry -  Economic Perspective on Poverty and Inequality
 
Economic aspects
-       Relationship between inequality and poverty: we usually defined it in terms of income.
         If you are a low income person, you probably spend 2/3 of your income on foods -- consumption terms
-       Income inequality- gaps between people at the top and the bottom of society
-       If our objective is to diminish inequality, you can reduce it either by redistributing or you can grow. Politically and economically, it is a lot easier to grow. There are different scopes for redistribution, it there is a large inequality gap, there is more room for redistribution.
-       Quantitative scope of inequality: the top ten percent (decile) is getting 50 to 55 percent of all of the income, the bottom 1 percent has an income that is 100-130 times smaller.
-       Such inequalities are hard to defend in a moral or economic sense.
-       World inequality is greater than that of any single country.

Proximate determinants of inequality (Direct Economic Factors): 
1)   The distribution of factors of production: Human capital, labor, land (how concentrated is their ownership)
2)   Technologies chosen in any activity tend to matter a lot to income inequality. If a technology that doesn’t require a lot of labor is implemented, then not a lot employment will be generated and vice versa. Technological choice is pivotal!!!
3)   How are markets working?
Perfect Markets -> large amount of buyers and sellers -> Better.  
In Colombia, there is an unequal distribution of land. Land is not accumulated honestly, something akin to theft is part of the process. Are there market imperfections (monopolies)?
 
What happens on the ground?
  There is a high degree of inertia in the degree of income inequality. If you get unequal, you tend to stay that way. If you get equal you tend to stay that way. There are exceptions.
Taiwan (after the war) – land reform leading to equal distribution of land. This especially important in times when the country is agricultural. The land distribution gave equality in the factor that was crucial at the historical period in time. Taiwan kept its egalitarian system
Brazil – unequal distribution of land. The legacy in the inequality of access to land has led to unequal access to education. Wealth landowners were able to fund their children and grandchildren to get education -- education inequality  (much less equal than Taiwan).
All countries, with one or two exceptions start out agricultural and become less agricultural as time goes by (countries such as Canada, the US). Why is it so predictable that countries become less agriculture based? Markets do a lot of things imperfectly, but they do respond to some of the needs in society. Demand shifts away from agriculture. Because we all start as agricultural societies, we all carry into the future the legacy of how land was distributed in the past.
In former communist countries  - USSR, China achieved high levels of equality. One of the main contrasts with other countries was that the state owned most of the companies and the state usually was able to redistribute the profits.
Most developing countries have middle or high levels of inequality (Latin America, Africa)
Taiwan is very exception
Increases in inequality in the past 2 to 3 decades.
China and India have had huge increases in inequality. China is now closer to Latin American country in terms of inequality. Is the price for economic growth the growth of inequality?
Why governments don’t respond to the big inequality that they have? Most of the answer is certainly political. There is a different response depending on which solution you choose. The hardest step to take is land distribution, but it is the most important step a country can take in terms of maintaining a trend of equality in terms of equality. Countries do better on the education front than on the land front.
Why is it so important to support small non-agricultural enterprises? If you have passed the stage when agriculture was most important, then you can’t go about fixing inequality by redistributing land. Large firms do not generate a lot of employment. It is easier to operate big firms with a lot of machines and few people than the other way around. Big economic units choose to hire few people.
In an economy where the big guys control a big part of the economy, many workers are left behind with a small proportion of the capital.
Capitalists and worker elite are relatively well off. Technology choice by big firms is a lot of the problem. It is important for government to recognize that small to medium firms can generate a lot more good jobs.
Just about every country is worried about jobs. Population is not going to be satisfied unless people have access to jobs. Large firms are eating up all of the resources, except for workers.
A country needs a policy that will create a big demand for labor. In low income countries people exit poverty through getting a better job.
Why don’t countries have good employment policies?
-       People at the top don’t recognize the problems of the people at the bottom
-       People at the top aren’t interested, actively disinterested and hostile to good employment policies
-       To get a good employment policy, different parts of the economy have to be managed in a way that generated a lot of jobs.
-       Technical institutional and political problem
-        If we have a strong strategy for small and medium sized companies, sooner or later, the increase of competitiveness of those firms will come up against the interests of the larger companies at the top. This might lead to resistance to small and medium-enterprises.
What can we do?
-       What countries have been able to achieve levels of equality? Follow their example? However, there are no such examples in the market economies.
-       What is the record of industrialized countries? Lots of them have achieved large levels of equality. Look at how they went about it? Big successes were brought about by war and depression. War and depression is bad for capital, they take down people at the top. Not a very useful experience.
-       However, inequality has been rising again. Successes of the earlier part of the 20th century are being reversed.
-       Japan is an exception – it has been able to institute progressive taxes, which has prevented the reaccumulation of wealth.
-       Sales taxes are not very useful in remediating inequality, we need progressive taxes like in Japan.
-       Obvious remedies are blocked by politics
-       Countries learned from each other
-       Aspect of optimism: some developing countries get their acts together and others follow.
 
-       One of the real obstacles politically is that a lot of people believe that a high level of inequality is important for growth. They believe that redistribution will slow down growth. However, historically speaking the opposite is true. The most equal countries have been most economically successful. There is potential for a win-win situation!!!
 
Small countries can use exchange rate manipulation to make their exports cheaper
 
As the distribution of world power changes, how will the leaders of powerful organizations change. As control of international organizations changes, there might be a revisiting of what is possible!
 
Chile – there is wiggle room, it reduced poverty from 38 to 15 percent through an array of policies
South Korea has continued to implement policies that are not acceptable by WTO rules. It is up countries to push boundaries and take action!!!
 
Oct 31
Prof. Michael Bunce
Rural development – Selected issues and current approaches (Prof. Michael Bunce)
Area of current research: What are the issues small islands are facing in the face of climate change?
Overview of some of the problems of how we look at rural areas and problems and focus on specific questions
What is rural?
-       What is rural is a very difficult question to answer. A lot of things are rural. There is a range of rural situations. It is a challenge to determine what is rural and how to approach issues of rural development. Degrees of the continuum between what we think is rural and urban is key to determining how to think about development in rural areas.
-       Scholars tend to take for granted what we consider rural to be.
-       What are the defining characteristics for us? How do they affect how we think about rural development?
-       There is great diversity in the geography (characteristics defined by the environment) of rural places. There is a great diversity in resource endowments (e.g. Water available for agriculture, forests, physical resources which enable a population to make a living)
-       Many rural societies have struggled because they are situated in areas that are poor in resource endowment, or live in areas that are vulnerable to different natural hazards. There also might be population pressures. These differences play a big role in determining how people live
-       Another difference- how people make a livelihood? Target for development- how people can achieve a sustainable livelihood.
-       Agriculture as a predominant source of livelihood in rural areas? That has changed because agriculture has not been able to provide a growing rural population with an adequate income as families grow. One of the reasons is that as families grow there is more pressure on the resources (limitation imposed by agriculture)
-       Rural people seek additional source to make a livelihood such as immigration (moving to a city or another country to work and sending remittance to their home village), they can also labor on another farm, and they may work in tourism. There are all sorts of changes that diversify livelihood away from agriculture.
-       Many rural areas are quite well off and are able to diversify into other sources of income. We have to be careful not to generalize about the socio-economic conditions in rural regions. There are a lot of factors such as gender relations, class structures, land tenure - one of the most important constraints on development in terms of equal opportunities for men and women or for different people within the class structure (how much access people have to land depending on their social condition)
-       Rural communities are not necessarily isolated from all of the changes that are occurring under globalization. In particular agriculture is increasingly being sucked into the global markets as well as rural markets in general as the search for raw materials is intensifying.
-       The global food system is very important
-       The land rush – investing in land by various institutions. When investors buy land and contract the land for companies to produce for the commercial systems, local people are not able to produce for themselves one of the largest problems. They are able to take land without consent from local people.
-       Oxfam- campaign against land grabbing
-       5 billion cell phones- great revolution in rural areas has been cell phone connection as it takes years to lay phone lines. It has enabled people to set up more businesses. It has opened up connections to urban economies, to the larger metropolitan societies, which connects things. Connections are going to transform many rural areas. There is a greater mobility, rural people often move across boundaries (they are transnational), to other cities.
Why rural development?
-       Why is there a subfield to development for rural areas? Development agencies often think of agriculture
-       Majority of poor are rural, rural poverty is endemic. Many small farmers that compete against each other for the same resources, which is very problematic and leads to the entrenchment of rural poverty.
-       Central importance of agriculture and other resources set in rural areas for national economies (national food security)
-       Stemming tide of rural to urban migration
-       Developing self sustainable rural communities and economies
How to do rural development?
-       We think of development as a project, an industry
-       How rural development has changed?
-       Table that traces shifts in rural development in the textbook
Recent shifts in thinking about development in general and rural development in particular
Rural community based development

- community empowerment (in order to be able to engage in their own development)
- proposed in order to challenge the top-down development model that proposes that technical and scientific solutions, modernization will solve problems. The previous methods didn’t lead to long-term change (Green revolution is an example of a failure)
- What are the problems with community-based development?
 Do people have enough power to influence government?
 Problems about the term community: the term community is a very slippery one, especially when academics are utilizing it.
 What is a community? What are the common interests? Determining the answers is challenging. Mistakes have been made due to a failure to determine whether there is are common interests
       - There are many power relations within communities, hierarchies, separation between those that own and those that don’t have land. Those without land tend to remain neglected.
- Are communities a collective, do they have common interests? Many rural communities are not collectives, but are a collection of individual people. They are diverse and not a collective which is a challenge for communities based development

 Shift to participatory rural development
-       Identify interests in communities
-       Outcome: development project with two goals: 1) involve people in the communities 2) use outsiders (NGOs for ex) as advisers, but not controllers
-       Shift from project to process
-       Participation as a way of achieving greater level of being
Issues:
-       There are issues of motivation for involvement (Joseph Stieglitz: argues that if you are going to pursue participatory rural development, you have to learn how to motivate people to participate and thinking about development; how do you ensure fairness in making sure everyone expresses their opinion)
-       Who represents a family, community? Who gets a voice?
-       Problem of capabilities: analyzing the capabilities of people to engage in development (can they talk the language of development agencies)
-       Is it just a neo-liberal agenda meant to individualize responsibility for development? Argue that people should build their own business; take care of their own affairs through a participatory approach…
 

 
Prof. Raj Reddy
 
Urbanization and Development
-       In 2009, we are told we became an urban century
-       Western world is more urbanized than the global south
-       Growth of mega-cities, many located in Asia or Africa
-       World population is now urban, great majority of people live in urban areas
-       By 2020, 66 percent of people will live in urban areas
-       In contrast to rural areas, there is a greater connectivity in urban areas
-       The density of interactions are far denser in urban areas
-       Greater diversity of urban livelihood
-       The social interaction are far more dense and concentrated
-       Mostly, it’s the concentration of a lot of people, but it is hard to pin down because it can be defined by 1000, 100000 or other numbers of people.
-       Mega cities (ten million), second tier cities (also important)
-       Urban is an administrative category defined by municipal laws.
Telling the story of urbanization through the case of Bangalore
-       Considered the Silicon Valley of India
-       We are told cities such as New York, London grew into their form during the period of the industrialization (increased mechanized production, need for labor, people were coming into the cities to work)
-       In contrast, now, Global South cities are booming without industrialization; decoupled from industrialization. Urbanization has been de coupled from industrialization
-       In the case of Bangalore, urbanization has not been decoupled from industrialization
-       IT parks established on the outskirts of Bangalore, farmers had to be displaced through government intervention
-       IT sectors has brought many jobs, young people, good paying positions
-       Are cities such as Bangalore mimicking cities from the Global North
-       But, Bangalore is not simply mimicking places like New York; it is also looking to the example of Singapore. The way in which cities of the global South are inter referencing each other, not simply looking at the west. The development model can come from other Global South Cities. Think about other local experiments in the Global Cities.
How did Bangalore become what it is today?
-       Narrative: heroic entrepreneurs that took the risk and established IT industries and contributed to the success (government displacing people from the land wasn’t enough)
-       Valorization of the IT worker and entrepreneur. If Bangalore is successful, it is because of these IT entrepreneurs.
-       There are many problems in this story!!!
What is another way to look at it?

Look at the resources that are being devoted to these high tech industries
-       Budget is being used to provide infrastructure for industries
-       However, the largest amounts of people are employed in the garment industry even though not as much money is dedicated to these industries due to the perceived superiority of the IT industry.
 
How is urban development being thought about now?
-       Municipal planners think that in order to build successful cities, they need to introduce entrepreneurial strategies such as creating IT parks despite the displacement resulting from it and all the resource diverted to these sectors.
-       Creating splintered cities where there is support for some industries while there isn’t support for others
-       The compartmentalization of the urban fabric is repeating patterns of colonial urban development. During colonialism what you saw was this type of dual development. White settlements vs. the native parts of the cities during colonialism
-       What are the implications of current urban patterns of development?
-       IT is seen as an industry of the future, part of the knowledge economy
Bangalore as the city of the future because of the prioritization of the IT sector, biotechnology sector – the promotion of knowledge economies
-       There is an idea that they are better forms of development
-       That they don’t have to rely on smoke-stack model of growth through adopting knowledge economies as a model of development
-       However, the knowledge economies have a large impact as well!
What are the impacts of these knowledge economies?

- IT firms require a lot of resources drawn from the rural areas
- draw huge sources of industries in order to function
-       This industry of the future has an obsolesce rate that is very high
-       Difficulty in evaluating the amount of waste that is being generated
-       The model of urban development that is being put forth as ecologically sound is not as ecologically sound as it is made out to be; computer waste, energy that the sector uses. Compared to other industries it is far more energy hungry.
-       There is a flip side to the Bangalore story; in order for their story to be successful it depends on waste entrepreneurs, who collect and recycle e-waste
-       When we talk about the story in Bangalore we have to think about the people that collect and recycle the e-waste. We only talk about the IT entrepreneurs.
-       There are flows of electronic waste that can compromise the development of the city
-       How do they process this waste? Why? Because there is value to be found in this electronic waste.
-       IT industry doesn’t provide enough jobs, so people have to create opportunities for themselves in the urban areas. People uptake informal sector activities such as the collection of e-waste. These actors process the e-waste in order to create employment for themselves. Activist groups such as Green Peace, say that the recycling that is happening is not modern or clean enough, so informal recyclers have to be saved from themselves.
-       In the process of recycling waste they were exposing their bodies to various chemicals.
-       Hence, development actors sought to intervene. Development initiative was undertaken in order to get the IT sector to be responsible for the waste that it is producing.
Urban reforms- disintegration of secondary circuits of value
-       Role of indo-german – swill initiative in disintegration that began in 2004
-       They sought to introduce cleaner recycling
-       Top down imposition of policy
-       Stop giving your e-waste to informal recyclers, and sell it to authorized recyclers. – That will make you a responsible environmental steward!
-       Targets of development policies are not simply the poor; IT entrepreneurs also have a vision of how cities should develop. They have become key intermediary actors between government and the World Bank.
-       The World Bank is borrowing money to municipal governments; they are recipients of development funding and are supposed to advance development through becoming more entrepreneurial in order for them to be able to attract more businesses.
-       The World Bank and other development actors are providing assistance to actors from the informal sectors. How can we make the livelihood strategies in the informal sector more robust?
-       Idea that cities have to become more entrepreneurial and less chaotic.
-       Mega cities are bad in the mainstream discourse; the goal is that they should become global cities or places such as London, New York, Tokyo. In order to become like these cities, they have to become more entrepreneurial. Roads have become a symbol of development.
-       Cost to this view of development: displacement of people when roads are built.
-       People are resisting the idea that all mega-cities should become global cities: urban citizens have a right to participate in how cities change and develop and not just the IT and other knowledge economy entrepreneurs.
Is there more inequality in Bangalore?
-       Yes, there is increasing displacement
-       Knowledge economies have material impacts!!!

Nov 7th 
Prof. Ryan Isakson
Intro the Big Picture
-       925 million people suffered from chronic malnutrition/ 13 percent of world wide population
-       There was a steady decline before the 20th century, which started to rise in the 20th century
-       Increase in overall population: proportion of undernourished people has decreased
-       98 percent of undernourished are from the south
-       Sub-Saharan Africa, Asia, Pacific
-       Why do we have 1/8 of the population suffering from chronic malnutrition?
-       You would get an answer that it is due to the finite nature of the world, there is a competition for food and some people are losing out (Idea present since Malthus). Basically, due to a scarcity of food!
-       However, there has been a population increase at a decreasing rate. On the other hand, growth in food production has been increasing. Food production has been exceeding the rate of population increase.
-       Food system can provide the average person with adequate nutrition.
-       Kilocalories ingested have increased
-       There is enough food produced. Why are people suffering from malnutrition?
-       Amartya Sen – Poverty of Famines: Two conditions for food security: 1) sufficient quantity of food 2) the ability to acquire and consume sufficient food
-       Sen – when there are famines, they occur through a “strategy of divide and conquer”. There was a sufficient supply of food, but not everyone had access to it.
1. How can we challenge the view that malnutrition is a consequence of the scarcity of food due to population growth? Refer to the idea of “moral economies” and how it has been altered as global food systems have evolved.
2. What have been some of the leading causes for rising food prices in the past decade? Consider the role of the globalization of food systems.
3. Why is it important to consider alternative paradigms of food production and what role does social networking play in reinventing global good systems? Explore both environmental and institutional factors.
Why is it that people suffer from hunger?
Historical aspect
-       Idea of entitlement to food (existed in pre-colonial Era)
-       Food entitlements were a guarantee in “moral economies”. Everybody had the right to food in these moral economies. They were guaranteed that right by political and cultural institutions (Policropping  - more resilient to pests, if farmers produced surplus of food they would donate that food since it was an obligation, during times of needs the village chiefs would redistribute food)
-       Instead of producing food crops, producing luxury crops or other exports crops: uprooted moral economies and the right to food was the cause for many peasant rebellions (historically, there has been this right for food)
-       Colonialism – colonized countries were producing export crops for European markets
-       Post colonial legislation boosting the production of grain, providing subsidies, establish grain purchasing boards, trade measures (restricting imports form western nations through tariffs, quotas in order to protect domestic farmers)
-       Countries accumulated debt. It was speculated that they were wasting money with producing goods that could be produced more cheaply in the North.
-       Structural adjustment during Neo-liberal restructuring dismantled food support systems. Countries were forced to sell of they grain reserves, remove trade protections.
-       The impacts of SAP’s were manifold. Countries in the North exported their agricultural goods and undermined post-colonial markets. They had to produce cash crops. Farmers were migrating (to urban areas, to other countries). Countries became dependent on importing food
-       Food production became concentrated
-       There has been a decline of food inventories
-       Emergence of a just in time food model with
 
The Evolution of the Global Food System
- Focusing on one crop puts the country in a vulnerable position
- There has been an increase in the dependence on grain imports by the North
-There are only a handful of corporations, which are in control of the global food system.  This inequality of power is leading to certain populations being more vulnerable than others
-So why has malnutrition increased even with increased food production?
-Food insecurity is an issue of lack of access to food, not a lack of food itself
- 2007- food prices drastic increases by 45 percent, food instability. Effect on people who spend the majority of their income on food is devastating.
- There is plenty of food, but people can’t afford it. Food riots throughout the world in places where you wouldn’t expect it.
- Plenty of food being produced, obesity epidemic
- Rising food prices are correlated to increases in malnutrition

Why did food prices rise?
- At the height of the 2008, they did a study on why prices rose so much
- Key variable:1) increased cultivation of biofuels (comes from crop sources) as governments mandate. Change in land use: instead of food crops, fuel crops. Sparked financial speculations. 2)Increased fertilizer prices 3) Increased meat Consumption in India and China (not so much of an effect) 4) Adverse weather. Even in countries where there are no biofuels, they are affected by it still due to the globalized nature of the food system.
- Speculators – let’s bet the price of food will rise  lead to rises in food prices (self-fulfilling prophecy)
- Are the rise of prices the cause of malnutrition, or are they a symptom of a deeper structural problem where a few countries dominate the food market (US, Canada, Argentina). 7 billion people tied to global food system, vulnerable to various fluctuations.
Land use under environmental risk
 

 
Prof. Marney Isaac
Environmental concerns affecting food production
-       Land conversion
-       Climate change
- Declining productivity: natural woodland shifting cultivation degraded soil continuous cropping
- Soil in Africa is very old, which contributes to low quality soils, desertification, and soil degradation
- Climate change compounds the problem – increased probability of extreme weather events
- Canada has also been affected by desertification, soil degradation as well
- Green revolution – increased pesticides, synthetic fertilizers, allowed food production to enable or keep pace with worldwide population growth
- Increases of fertilizers contribute to increased food production, increased presence of nitrogen
- Has increased use of fertilizers contributed to increase in nutrient use efficiency? No, there has been a dramatic decline in N use efficiency
- Phosphorus is going to be depleted by 1950’s
- Fertilizer use has resulted in environmental contamination, contributed to food crisis

Solutions?
-       Agrodiversity, can we increase local security at a local scale?
-       Nitrogen fixation – beans fix atmospheric nitrogen that then can be used by the soil
-       Mobilization of phosphorous – legumes release acids and phosphorous that was previously unavailable without adding fertilizers
-       Increase in agrodiversity – increase in ecosystem surface
Which system is better?
-       Separate intensive agriculture from forest landscape or?
-       Can we increase food production in this way?
-       Is agrodiversity useful to decrease drought conditions?
-       Is this nitrogen source a reliable source? Very comparable to fertilizer use, we can replace it with nitrogen fixing crops
- Cocoa shade systems
- Can we grow both cash crops and food crops? Do they compete for water? No.
- Starbucks – paying for ecosystem service
- Isotopes – use signature of the water and in the plant and those vary to predict where those species are getting their water from

To tree or not to tree?
- A lot of governmental, informational, institutional, environmental barriers.
- Increased reliance on informal networks. Who knows who and how it plays out in adopting these new types of techniques on sustainable land management practices?
- Neighbor to neighbor ties, farmers are embedded in social processes (individuals, networks, capital and the state)
- Predict what the social network of a community looks like, what the likelihood of them adopting some of these practices. Linking social processes and environmental outcomes.
- Ghana – how farmer migration is affecting these processes? Play a very critical role in social cohesion in the dissemination.

Alternative paradigm that’s more sustainable!
 
Nov 14
Patricia Gaviria
-       Documents on education almost always include happy children. Everyone agrees that education is necessary.
-       However, education is also a tool for political power and not all of us agree on it.
-       Education for ALL (what does all mean? Who is included, who is excluded?)
What does development mean?
-       There is not one definition, but we often find cardinal (north, south, east, west – Never that accurate) and ordinal  (developed and developing, first and third world, second world- creates an illusion and/or idea that there is someone that is ahead and someone that is behind; progress is thought of as moving forward; For development to exist, there has to be a developed and a developing country trying to catch up) progress and the notion of moving forward.
There are promises:
1)   Progress means Competitiveness- it presupposes that there is country, that there is something stable, that there is territorial stability, that there is a stable labor market.
Colombia- most of the economy is informal, jobs are not stable, there are territorial issues, unresolved issues of land. Even in a fragile political economy, the barriers that people face are seen as a result of lack of education. A cycle of continuous education, which feeds into a promise that you will eventually get a job.
2)   Progress means social justice
Looks at pockets of underdevelopment, at poverty and tries to attach a program so that people get more opportunity and create a wheel of promise. The wheel of promise is a very powerful one: this program is going to be very good for you, it is going to give you a better chance. However, things often don’t change on a structural level and hence these promises are often left unfulfilled
Theoretical part:
- Countries that in the periphery of the periphery, countries that are in the periphery, countries that are in the center, countries that are in the periphery of the center.
- The center has the most sophisticated jobs in terms of knowledge in opposition to the periphery. The closer to the periphery are the closer to the land you areThere is an international division of labor.
- There is a socioeconomic class division within countries, the closer you are to the high class, the closer you are to the world.
- Promise that you will develop, developed economies integrated developing economies.
- The more advanced you are in educational terms, the more you have opportunities for linkage.
- Education takes on multiple development purposes.
- The most popular in foreign aid is basic education education. The most political values is in basic education. A politician will always use basic education as a flag for votes.
- The more advanced a country is, the more they get assistance for more advanced forms of education
- Whoever the donor is, it meets with the government to decide development goals – donations are often in the form of materials for classrooms, spaces for recreation.
- It’s not just about who gives the money, but how the people are receiving the money are trying to make changes with the money they are getting.
How big goals and a lot of money are translated to meaningful goals?
Millennium Challenge Corporation (us) and FOMEILENIO (El Salvador)
-       Decided to fund countries that are following the rule of law, that support free markets, that don’t have pending land issues – very strategic decision making in terms of how to donate money.
-       El Salvador established priorities by consultation with different actors in the country (400 million). Allegedly there are no ties to the money since there are no loans.
-       US interest is to connect countries in order to facilitate free trade in order to sign free trade agreements. Hence, they have an interest in funding infrastructural projects that contribute to connecting countries in the region.
-       People said they didn’t need a highway since they didn’t even drive. However, they said that they were going to create bike lanes.
-       Paved roads as crucial to education.
-       The government thought it was important to create vocational programs (computers, business). However, it made sense to dedicate resources that would develop local agriculture (sustainable fishing, cheese making). Help construct curriculums to include people that didn’t know how to read or write in order for them to be able to participate in sustainable fishing, cheese making.
-       The program was successful in that small scale. People are not that much better off, but there are some mechanisms established that can help them.
-       However, the US will give more money in order to introduce infrastructure in the southern part and it has agreed to fund the private sector.
-       Even though the whole program didn’t have an overly noble goal, consultants can still try to introduce programs that actually help local people.
Canada (struggle of First Nations People); Greenland
-       Only 30 percent of Inuvit people graduate from high school compared to an 80 percent national average.
-       Indigenous people have gained power, they have taken advantage of globalization and are connecting amongst themselves.
-       There is no land ownership, resources are of the people
-       Their nation states have failed them
-       If the ice melts, there is a maritime route that will reduce time of travel to a third. However, with the power indigenous people are gaining, they are disallowing any developments without their consent.
-       One the one hand, indigenous people want to preserve their land, but on the other hand they want to have money in order to preserve their power. Education has to include both of these goals.
-       Contradictions (colleges teach how to skin baby seals, while the international environmental movements disapprove)
-       If the houses melt, where will the people live. There are new technologies are evolving in order to examine how to adapt.
-       Moving forward means going a little bit back in order to learn from past experiences.
-       Global warming- fast changes, people don’t know if they will have the time to adapt.
-       Educations is not only for the youth, the elders are very involved as well, intergenerational relationships pursued through education
-       Educate an elite or let’s get together and recover our past (both ideals coexist)
-       Something about human agency. It is a very important factor. Even though education reproduces inequalities, it also produces spaces for struggle.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Education as Soft Power      Jack Lee
 
Education Hubs in the Making (Malaysia, Singapore, Hong Kong):
-       Plan to turn the whole countries into centers known for education
-       What are the politics of education?
-       Which are the powerful countries today? US (military forces), China, Russia, Saudi Arabia, UK (traditional colonial power, a lot of connections world wide)
-       When people think of powerful countries people think of: military force, economic strength, material wealth (technology, natural resources), population size
-       There is a different way of looking at power: Joseph Nye is a political scientist argued that that is a dated form of thinking (defining power in terms of military forces, material wealth etc.), but investigates soft power.
Education, Development and Soft Power
Scope of education activities (development, aid, subsidies, academic relations)
Two ways of looking at education and development: utilitarian (we need to help our country’s education because we need to participate in the global economy, they would also talk about human capital i.e. if you build universities there will be a contribution to the economy; belief that countries develop in a linear path; participating in the global economy is key) and transformative (education to transform society, community because there are a lot of injustices in the world, education in order to become a critical citizen; Paulo Freire, Pierre Bourdieu (education as a mean of classifying citizens), Edward Said).
If we look at the two views, there is something missing. They are focused on traditional benefits for the recipient. Donating money for education and there is hope to see changes in the community in society. What about the donor country?
What’s in it for the donor country, why would I pour in millions of dollars into educational projects in developing countries?
- Access to natural resources, building up political relationships, open markets, privatization of the education system
- A lot of it is political, historical guilt from colonialism
Hard power?
-       Getting things done through coercion by using the military, economic sanctions.
What is soft power?
-       Winning the hearts and minds of recipients, I help you and you like me, and then we can collaborate on other issues, ability to shape the preferences of others.
-       Co-opting
1)   Culture
What generates soft power?
-       Popular culture and “high culture”
-       Values (political values, what do you practice within your own country)
-       Foreign policy (treatment of others, development aid)
The government isn’t solely in control of soft power. There are non-state actors involved in soft power, including a lot of educational institutions.
Hollywood – during the Cold War did a good job to improve the image of the US in socialist/communist countries. It depends on who we are talking about, the same source is not always positive.
Depending on the country girl’s education can be a useful or not as beneficial strategy for generating soft power.
Al Jazeera (Qatar has generated soft power for itself by hosting Al Jazeera)
Norway (Nobel Peace Price)- positive image for Norway
Marshall Plan – money coming from the US to Europe
Canadians have a positive reputation among the Dutch
Examples of soft power in Education
-       British Council
-       Qatar- giving a prize for innovation in education
-       Norway (funding African people to get education in Norway)
-       PISA Test Scores – testing 15 year old on their skills (Finland scoring particularly well, people want to learn form them)
-       International Students (no.1 destination: US even as US influence is declining)
-       Soft power can be negative as well: George Bush made decisions unilaterally during his presidency, Japan has a negative image in Asia as it hasn’t apologized for past events/involvements in wars)
-       Syria (has become a state that is ostracized)
-       Soft power is not necessarily better than hard power, and hard power’s influence isn’t necessarily waning.
-       Propaganda is short term and unsustainable, soft power is generating longer term good impressions
Rather than asking which countries are powerful, it might be more useful to ask how a country gains power in the 21st century?
Q & A:
1) Norwegians are building good will, hoping to have better and stronger relationships with Africa in the country by funding students.
 
Singapore, on the other hand asks for students to work for a few years in Singapore if they fund their studies.
 
2) We think of education as only what we learn in school, but what about when kids learn from their elders. Poverty has a lot of faces, a lot of poverty in rich people, a lot of richness in poor people.
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-       Gender and development as socially constructed categories. How do they change through time?
-       How do dominant views become dominant and how do they lose at least a part of their relevance through providing alternative discourses?
-       Generalizations about women in the “Third World” as if they are homogenous group of people
-       How media and general language continue to portray women and gender in a particular way that prevents us from seeing the diversity around us?
-       Looking at and deconstructing the language of development. Development as a socially constructed idea in different historical periods used to justify actions during the colonial period.
Three dominant representations of a “Third world” woman: What connotations do these representation carry?
1)   Recipients of aid: Welfare Approach
-       Women as recipients of welfare or aid.
-       Built around notions of scarcity, limited resources, Malthusian idea. The world can’t sustain such populations growth: overpopulations as an obstacle to development, family planning and social control of fertility
-       What is the flaw in the argument that food is scarce?
 Technology has allowed overproduction of food
 Many countries have negative rates of population growth
 There are other reasons for having limited access to food

Critiques:
-       Women as recipients to aid presents a very simplistic vision of problems that exist: the solution was to provide food aid and nutrition.
-       Nestle tried to donate powdered milk so that babies can get healthy, women can be free from that obligation and they can go out and be more productive; However, they didn’t have clean water to mix the milk powder with, which led to many deaths in babies. DISASTER! Food aid that didn’t work!!!
2)   As objects to be integrated into a particular socio-economic system, some kind of role to play
-       People began to think in more sophisticated ways about the role of women in development
-       Partly due to the feminist movement which was gaining ground and there were spillages to the development discourse around women and development
-       One particularly influential set of ideas: Ester Boserup, an economist who is starting to look at development through empirical evidence. She began to look at what women were doing in various economic settings. She found out women the world over are engaged in constant productive activities (housework, making craft to sell, getting water), which were invisible and uncounted. Women who do all of these activities are considered incomeless even though they contributed so much to societal well being. Housework, raising a child has great monetary value and can be seen as a particular category of productive activity.
-       Over 600 categories were established in Brazil; it can be overdone
-       However the recognition fed into the modernization theory. If women can be productive, why not formalize that. Instead of women working at home, why don’t we put them in factories. Place children in school, so that mothers can be productive and contribute to the GDP
-       Women are being portrayed as being integrated into the economic system. They are units that can be counted in the economic system.
-       Women are not recipients anymore, but contributors to GDP
-       Move women from traditional role in household to modern economic roles
-       Move from rural to urban environments because there isn’t enough work in the rural areas
-       Documentary: Manufactured landscape: Enormous factories where to walk the factory floor would take you half an hour, and where people are doing the assembling.
-       Arguments that women are getting income through working in these factories, and they can pursue other activities and have some autonomy
-       Some argue that the China model seems to be raising a lot of people out of poverty.
-       China was one of the only countries that met the MDG’s, there are some good things that have happened due to these forms of economic activities
Critiques:
-       When women are moved from the private sphere into the factory, they are moved into a very different environment where they don’t have the same cultural, political relationships.
-       Women give their children to their grandparents so they can work in the factories.
-       As workers they have very little voice and collective voice
-       In rural China there are some of the highest suicide rates because of their experience working in these factories or because their husbands left to work in the factories (similar situation in India).
-       One of the common criticism of Women in Development view: doesn’t fundamentally challenge the dominance of the patriarchal society
-       Unless patriarchal structure is challenged, change is limited
 
3)   More recently: women as agents of changes rather than passive
-       Discourse about empowering women
-       Couched in a phrase that when women are supported and empowered, everybody is better off
-       Associated with dependency theory: idea that we live in an unequal world that subjugates particular parts of the world and the women within them in a disproportionate fashion.
-       Male power as being an obstacle, how do you challenge it
-       Number of scholars from the Global South: Chandra Talpade Mohanty: talked about the post-colonial system, the colonial system made people into subalterns and these patters are replicated today in the post colonial society through educational systems. In order to challenge this post-colonial remnant, you have to challenge power structures.
-       Gender and development is better than some of the other views but it is still driven by Eurocentric ideals. It is not about the most production, but also about the most reproduction. Reproductive role needs to be carefully integrated, not as an economic activity. They constitute complicated acts, which need to be given their own voices.
-       It’s not only about women in development either, emphasis on the role of women, not only about women and development, but also about GENDER AND DEVELOPMENT. How are relationships between men and women produced and reproduced.
-       Development policies do not look at how men and women interact
-       Women were given condoms, while men weren’t being talked to at the beginning, with the assumption that their interaction would lead to using the condom.
-       Micro-credits: a lot of these projects were targeted at women as if women live apart from the family and the husband.
-       Many projects needed to be reevaluated to reconsider the role of men and their relationship with women.
-       One of the most ubiquitous terms is empowerment. Through empowerment women can play greater roles. Women’s ability to make choices through their empowerment. What does empowerment mean? Soft power, ability to make choices, ability to control access to resources. If you have power you can get access to resources, or other tools that will allow you to gain access to resources.
-       Women have traditionally been in a position where they don’t have access to resources. How do you empower? How do you make that happen?
-       We can talk about a lot of the theories, but when it comes to practice there are many constraints.
Scholars that say there are too many theories, what do they mean for women who live in the Global South, what do they actually do? What is happening on the ground? A lot of scholars are emerging from the Global South.

Video: Vandana Shiva – battling corporations such as Monsanto that have been devastating countryside’s. Talk to the grandmother rather than just looking at all of these theories!
  
 
Women as stores of knowledge. Take a step backward in order to go forward: working with elders in order to appreciate that form of knowledge. We have too much confidence in technology and we should look at other solutions as well.
Gender inequality continues to be one of the major issues today. Women bear the brunt of the problems that we have been discussing throughout our class. Women tend to make less money, live shorter lives overall, less access to education in many parts of the world. Things have gotten better at some level.
Within western society there is a lot of unjust treatment that is well hidden.
Pictures of ideal women in media, to convince us of the ideal of women in society. Survey about what main goal among young women is: lose 10 pounds
There is a power asymmetry that disadvantages women in part through portraying women in a particular manner.
The Beauty Myth

